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The strength of this book lies in the chapters on
instrumentation and solution kinetics. Here the author
draws from his scientific experience and convincingly
shows how a general knowledge in physical chemistry
is applied to obtain experimentally reliable information
and theoretically sound interpretations.

The digressions in some of the introductory remarks
of the individual chapters are doubtless a matter of taste.
For example, the comparison of chemical kinetics with
a road between two cities that are separated by a small
or a tall mountain seems—from the reviewer’s point of
view—a bit too simplistic. 

In addition, some misleading statements in the theo-
retical chapters should be eliminated in the next edition.
For example, in one section a catalyst is described as
“shifting the equilibrium to the right.” However, cata-
lysts increase the rate at which equilibrium is attained,
but do not effect its position.

To summarize, it can be said that Streng’s book covers
compactly a wide variety of theoretical and practical aspects
of characterizing compounds of pharmaceutical relevance
using physicochemical methods. It will be most beneficial
to readers who plan to set up their own experimental inves-
tigations to characterize compounds in solution. 

Reviewed by Heinz Gamsjäger, Montanuniversität
Leoben, Austria. 
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Optically active compounds are gaining ever-increasing
importance in organic chemistry, both in the academic and
the industrial arenas. The rational synthesis of the growing
number of chiral chemicals, drugs, and natural products
demands efficient methods for producing these compounds
in an enantiomerically,
highly pure form. Despite
the available alternative
techniques, optical resolu-
tion via diastereomeric salt
formation remains the
most widely used method
of preparing pure enan-
tiomers.

This is the first book to
exclusively address this
important organic chemi-
cal process. It provides
fast, one-stop access to a

wealth of information, including all of the available data
on 100 resolving agents, a list of 500 optically active
compounds available in bulk and a list of their suppliers,
data on more than 3500 resolutions, and 4200 citations.
With an abundance of analyzed examples, this single,
authoritative reference provides all of the information
necessary to perform, develop, and optimize optical res-
olutions via diastereomeric salt formation.
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