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Conference Call

Advanced Polymers via Macromolecular 
Engineering 
by Aneli Fourie

The 13th International Conference on “Advanced Poly-
mers via Macromolecular Engineering” (APME 2019) 
was held in the beautiful, historic town of Stellenbosch 
in South Africa from 15-18 April 2019. 

A satisfactory number of delegates (180 participants) 
participated, representing 25 countries other than South 
Africa. Other western countries represented were Aus-
tralia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, 
Hungary, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Korea, Malaysia, Nigeria, 
Portugal, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Spain, Swit-
zerland, The Netherlands, Turkey, United Kingdom and 
USA. 72 students actively participated in APME 2019.

The APME 2019 Conference was opened by Yusuf 
Yagci, IUPAC Representative, Istanbul Technical Univer-
sity, Turkey, and Eugene Cloete, Vice-Rector (Research, 
Innovation and Postgraduate Studies, University of Stel-
lenbosch, South Africa). 

92 talks were presented (including 12 plenary/key-
note speakers, 41 invited speakers and 39 oral submis-
sions), by experts in their field, reporting the state-of-
the-art in various fields, often encompassing the last 
few years of research. All others were accommodated 
in a lively poster session especially popular for student 
presentations. 

41 Posters of a high standard were selected and 
presented at the poster session on Tuesday, 16 April.  
Three young scientists (MSc / PhD level) were award-
ed poster prices sponsored by The Royal Society of 
Chemistry.
•	 Lisa Fortuin, University of Stellenbosch; “Biode-

gradable polymeric prodrugs for the targeted de-
livery of artemether- lumefantrine” 

•	 Jana Kohn, Humbolt-Universität zu Berlin; “Ex-
panding chemical space of mussel-inspired po-
lymerization toward multifunctional monomers” 

•	 Elizalde Iraizoz Fermin, University of Basque 
Country, Spain; “Dynamically crosslinked ther-
mos-responsive polyurethanes” 

Wiley-VCH: Macromolecular Journals sponsored 
two prizes for best talk and were awarded to the fol-
lowing young scientists (MSc/ PhD level): 
•	 Hannes Houck, Ghent University, Belgium; 

“Light-stabilised dynamic materials” 
•	 Kristina Pflug, University of Hamburg, Germany; 

“Closing the circle of microstructure and polymer 
properties for polyethylene via a combined ana-
lytical and modelling approach” 

An Elsevier Workshop was presented by Christiane 
Barranguet entitled “How to produce an international 
publication: Getting published & Promoting your work.” 

The conference chairs comprised of Bert Klumper-
man (University of Stellenbosch, South Africa), Mun-
maya Mishra (Altria – Center for Research & Technolo-
gy, USA) and Yusuf Yagci (Istanbul Technical University, 
Turkey). The local and programme committee com-
prised of Bert Klumperman, Albert van Reenen, Harald 
Pasch and Peter Mallon (University of Stellenbosch, 
South Africa). The scientific committee comprised of 
Michel Baltas (CNRS, University of Toulouse, France), 
Dominique Bonnet (University of Strasbourg, France), 
Gilbert Lassale (Evotec, France), Sebastien Papot (Uni-
versity of Poitiers, France), Michel Perez (Pierre Fabre, 
France), Janos Sapi (SCT & University of Reims-Cham-
pagne-Ardenne, France), Luc van Hijfte (SCT & No-
vithera, France). The scientific advisory board com-
prised of Lian Hutchings (University of Durham, United 
Kingdom), Eva Harth (University of Houston, USA), 
Jean-Francois Lutz (Institut Charles Sadron, France), 
Fiilp Du Prez (Ghent University, Belgium) and Hölger 
Schonherr (University of Siegen, Germany). 

More details and full program are available online http://academic.sun.
ac.za/apme 

Aneli Fourie, conference Secretary <aef2@sun.ac.za>

Polymer for Sustainable Development
by Chin Han Chan, Holger Schönherr, and Jyoti Giri 

POLY-CHAR 2019 [Kathmandu], also known as Inter-
national Polymer Characterization Conference, un-
der the auspices of the Scientific Committee of PO-
LY-CHAR and IUPAC, was hosted by the Nepal Polymer 
Institute (NPI) and the Research Centre for Advance 
Science and Technology (RECAST), Tribhuvan Univer-
sity, Nepal at Park Village Resort, Kathmandu, 19-23 
May 2019. The theme of the conference was “Polymer 
for Sustainable Development.” 

POLY-CHAR is a nonprofit, non-governmental or-
ganization devoted to create a friendly environment 
to share information, organize student exchange and 
cooperation, to hold international meetings and to 
provide a platform in the field of Materials Science, in 
particular Polymer Materials Science and Technolo-
gy, for scientists from all over the world, disregarding 
where they are from. An important goal of POLY-CHAR 
is to offer a conference for PhD students and young 
researchers, so that they will create their own scientific 


