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‘G. Ciamician’, University of Bologna, Bologna, Italy; 
Gelatin-based nanofibrous electrospun scaffolds with 
potentialities in health and cosmetics.José Miguel 
Martín Martínez, Adhesion and Adhesion Laboratory, 
University of Alicante, Alicante, Spain; Improved ad-
hesion of polydimethylsiloxane (silicone) to acrylic ad-
hesive tapefor non-permanent bond of ear correctors.
Bartosz Tylkowski, Chemistry Technology Centre of 
Catalonia, Tarragona, Catalonia, Spain; Encapsulation 
technology - shedding light on new benefits.Vladimir 
Sedlarik, Centre of Polymer Systems, University Insti-
tute, Tomas Bata University in Zlin, Zlin, Czech Repub-
lic; Immobilization of Specific Bioactive Substances in 
Functionalized Biodegradable Polymer Matrices.

The Polish journal Polimery founded the prize for 
the best presentation regarding polymer science. A 
welcome letter from IUPAC was read by Dr. Lidija Siller 
from New Castle Uni-
versity, UK. 

The conference 
was rich in social 
events, which helped 
in informal discussion 
and encouraged start-
up collaboration. After 
the opening reception 
at the Academic Cen-
ter for Culture and 
Arts Od Nowa club, 
attendees enjoyed a 
blues concert by the 
band Tortilla. Profes-
sional guides led a 
tour around Torun, in-
cluding a visit to the 
Museum of Toruń Gin-
gerbread.

Participants visited the Centre for Astronomy 
at Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń and after 
guided tour around the centre, a barbecue was held 
in the garden of Centre for Astronomy with traditional 
Polish food. The Farewell Conference Dinner with re-
gional food and beer was organized at Jan Olbracht 
Old Town Brewery in Torun. 

We believe that this First International conference 
on Chemistry for Beauty and Health was a successful 
event and we are planning for the 2nd Internation-
al conference to be held on 12-15 June 2019, again at 
Nicolas Copernicus University in Torun, Poland. 

From Thailand to Spain
by Javier Garcia Martinez

One of the great benefits of belonging to IUPAC is that 
after several years interacting with chemists from so 
many countries, you end up having friends all around 
the world. In May, I visited Thailand to present at the 
Global Young Academy General Assembly, which I 
joined a few years ago.  Later, in the second week of July 
2018, I travelled to Spain for a program celebrating the 
International Year of the Periodic Table (IYPT2019.org) 
and the 100th anniversary of IUPAC (iupac.org/100). I 
used these opportunities to talk about the activities we 
are organizing around these events in 2019.

The Global Young Academy General Assembly
In the meeting in Thailand, which was attended by 

over 200 people, there were also some colleagues from 
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IUPAC, such as Prof. Ghada Bassioni, who recently rep-
resented Egypt at IUPAC's latest Council in Sao Paolo. 
During my presentation, I talked at length about the 
Periodic Table Challenge and the Women’s Breakfast 
as examples of the various initiatives we are launch-
ing in 2019. Both activities received a very enthusias-
tic response from the attendees and several members 
of the Global Young Academy committed themselves 
to help from their different countries. I concluded my 
presentation by inviting all those attending to join us 
again next year at the World Congress on Chemistry 
in Paris and to get involved in the many activities that 
will be held in 2019 to raise public awareness and ap-
preciation of the periodic table, chemistry in general, 
and IUPAC’s contributions to the advancement of the 
profession and towards more sustainable and respon-
sible development. 

In Thailand, I have several IUPAC colleagues who 
are good friends. I have worked with them for many 
years on the Committee of Chemistry Education and 
we regularly meet during IUPAC Council meetings. So 
without hesitation, I reached out to Professor Supawan 
Tantayanon, letting her know that I was in Thailand and 
that I would love to meet with her and other colleagues 
to discuss the recent Bureau meeting, to answer any 
questions they might have, and to talk about how to 
make the International Year of the Periodic Table and 
IUPAC´s Centenary an unforgettable occasion. In a 
matter of days, Prof. Supawan Tantayanon organized 
a dinner with some members of the Thai Chemical So-
ciety at an excellent restaurant in downtown Bangkok. 

During an unforgettable evening, we talked about 
IUPAC activities, how to better integrate Thai chemists 
into IUPAC Divisions and Committees, and about the 
activities planned for 2019. 

There is nothing like a pleasant gathering to bring 
new projects to life and create new collaborations. The 
dinner ended with several action items that we will be 
working on in the coming months, especially in relation 
to 2019 events like the Women’s Breakfast and the Pe-
riodic Table Challenge. Thanks to the kindness of Prof. 
Supawan Tantayanon, Prof. Supakorn Boonyuen, and 
some of their students, I had the opportunity to expe-
rience more of Bangkok, Chulalongkorn University, and 
even the beautiful ruins of Ayutthaya.

Thailand is an extraordinary country of spectacular 
natural beauty, with a rich cultural heritage, and, even 
more importantly, filled with wonderful people who 
welcome everyone who visits with a smile and open 
arms. I would like to thank Prof. Supawan Tantayanon, 
Prof. Supakorn Boonyuen, the Chemical Society of 
Thailand, and all my fellow chemists in this beautiful 
country for their kindness and for the opportunity to 
share with them the plans we are working on and the 
excitement about the coming year of celebrations. Fi-
nally, and for all those who read this account, I would 
like to invite you to take advantage of the opportu-
nity that being a member of such a global network 
as IUPAC gives you to connect with your colleagues 
around the globe; make the time to meet them and 
learn from them. Your experience will be much rich-
er and new and exciting projects are likely to emerge 

from a pleasant dinner with 
fellow chemists who also care 
deeply about creating a better 
world through chemistry.

The History of Chemistry 
Summer School

Specialists in the periodic 
table and the history of chem-
istry and a good number of 
teachers and students met in 
La Rioja, Spain for three days 
at the VII summer school on 
the history of chemistry devot-
ed this year to the 2019 Inter-
national Year of the Periodic 
Table and the 100-year history 
of IUPAC [1]. The diverse audi-
ence included university pro-
fessors, high school teachers, 
and students.

Javier Garcia Martinez, 4th from the left, with his host and members of the  
Thai Chemical Society, including Supawan Tantayanon at the front. 
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The coordinators should be congratulated for or-
ganizing such a wonderful event, and also thanked 
for focusing the first day on the unique opportunity 
that the 2019 celebrations of IUPAC’s 100-year an-
niversary and the International Year of the Periodic 
Table represent. 

I appreciated the opportunity to present the IUPAC 
project system, its organization, main activities, and 
its publications and talk about the different activities 
organized by the IYPT2019 and IUPAC100 working 
groups. I also shared some information, showed the 
websites, and provided the material available on both 
initiatives, while inviting those attending the summer 
school to participate in the 2019 World Congress of 
Chemistry in Paris. 

One of the activities that I described was the Peri-
odic Table of Younger Chemists. [see more in this issue 
p. 24] This received a lot of interest from the partic-
ipants. Coincidentally, during the summer school, it 
was announced that the Spanish chemist, José Miguel 
Gonzalez Dominguez, a specialist in carbon nanostruc-
tures, was awarded the element carbon. [2] 

The Periodic Table of Younger Chemists highlights 
the diversity of careers, creativity, and dedication of 
the young chemists leading us into the next century. 
It will honor 118 outstanding younger chemists from 
around the world who embody the mission and core 
values of IUPAC. 

Professor Pascual Román, from the University of 
the Basque Country, talked about the local activities 
being organized to mark the International Year of the 
Periodic Table in Spain. In this context, he commented 
on the commemorative stamp that the Spanish Post 
Office has approved to recognize the three chem-
ical elements discovered by Spaniards, vanadium, 

platinum, and tungsten. It so happens that the summer 
school was held in Logroño, La Rioja, the birthplace of 
the brothers D´Elhuyar, discoverers of wolfram (tung-
sten). [3] The International Symposium “Woman and 
Chemical Elements” will be held in Murcia on 11 Feb-
ruary 2019, coinciding with the International Day of 
Women & Girls in Science.

The rest of the summer school days were devoted 
to presentations of relevant aspects of the history of 
chemistry, IUPAC, and other chemical societies. In this 
context, Professor Pilar Goya, president of EuCheMS, 
presented the activities that this organization is plan-
ning for 2019 on the occasion of the International Year 
of the Periodic Table. [4] 

There is only half a year before the 2019 celebra-
tions and in Spain we are preparing to contribute to 
the activities that will be carried out to make visible 
how IUPAC has contributed to our well-being and to 
create a common language for chemists. This summer 
school held at the University of La Rioja is only the first 
of many activities that Spain is organizing to celebrate 
the 100 years of our Union and the International Year 
of the Periodic Table.
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