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IUPAC Celebrates 100t Anniversary
in 2019

cal nomenclature and terminology, will celebrate its

100th anniversary on 28 July 2019. The anniversary
theme is A Common Language for Chemistry, and
while the celebration will recognize the successes of
IUPAC’s first one hundred years, its purpose is not to
solely dwell upon the past. It will also look what this
international community of chemists, working closely
together, can contribute in meeting the world’s needs,
now and in the future, through chemical research.

I UPAC, the globally-recognized authority on chemi-

“For almost a century IUPAC’s mission has been to pro-
vide objective scientific expertise for the resolution of
critical global issues that involve every aspect of chem-
istry, all of which have had societal impact,” said IUPAC
President, Natalia Tarasova. “In 2019, we will pause to
celebrate our successes and give serious deliberation
as to how IUPAC can best continue in the years ahead
to serve as an advocate for the free exchange of sci-
entific information for the benefit of humankind world-
wide. While this celebration is just one moment in
time, we hope that it will have a lasting impact through
events that will advocate the value and importance of
science literacy to students worldwide, inspire younger
generations of men and women to become the inno-
vative chemists of the 21st century and beyond, and
have a positive influen e on the public’s perception of
science in general and chemistry in particular.”
Preparations for the celebration have been initiat-
ed by the Centenary Planning Committee under the
leadership of Professor Mary Garson and Dr. Laura Mc-
Connell. Professor Garson noted that “while the Com-
mittee has taken the lead in initiating special events,
we strongly encourage IUPAC’s National and Associate
National Adhering Organizations, Associated Organi-
zations, Company Associates, Affil tes, and friends -
indeed, the worldwide chemistry community, to partici-
pate in this celebration, by becoming involved in events
currently in development or by creating their own.”
Garson also noted that the celebration will start
in early 2018 with the monthly release of a series of
stories highlighting the essential IUPAC tools and ac-
tivities that were developed during the past century
and continue to be used by scientists today. Other spe-
cial events in development include a worldwide online
competition for young students centered on the Pe-
riodic Table and IUPAC; a global breakfast for women
chemists and students who will be “gathered together”

in early 2019 via Skype, teleconference, and social media
to celebrate the anniversary; a visualization of I[UPAC’s
history and its major contributions; and a summer, in-
spired by the IUPAC Centenary, for young graduate
and post-graduate students from all over the world—in
particular from Africa—with a focus on teaching Green
Chemistry and its role in sustainable development. The
anniversary will also be highlighted during the 47th
World Chemistry Congress scheduled to take place 7-12
July 2019 at the Palais des congrés in Paris, France.

For more information on the IUPAC Centenary and
the 47th World Chemistry Congress see: www.iupac.org/
iupaclO0 and www.iupac2019.0org. For information on
how you or your organization can become involved in a
particular event, develop your own, or take advantage of
sponsorship opportunities that will be announced short-
ly, contact the IUPAC Secretariat and be sure to visit the
IUPAC web site in the coming months for updates.

E-mail iupac100@iupac.org for more information.
Join the conversation on social media using the hashtag #IUPAC100

The Periodic Table at the University
of Murcia

icon of chemistry, because it contains all the

chemical elements currently known, which con-
stitute the true bricks of the universe. In 1869 the
Russian chemist Dimitri Mendeleyev published his
first periodic table, placing in order the 63 elements
known at the time. On 28 November 2016 IUPAC
announced the official names and the symbols of
four elements, defining the current Periodic Table
with 118 elements.

The Periodic Table is the most representative

All the matter that surrounds us consists of the at-
oms contained in the Periodic Table, and their com-
binations. These combinations are the molecules that,
which as a result of the enormous variety of chemical
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