Carrier Attached molecule
with name A with name B

Conjugate Name ?

are easily characterized and identified by functional
names. In contrast, recognition and identification can
be almost impossible if the strict structure-based nam-
ing of the conjugate is used, because both the carrier
and the complex species are chemically modified. The
binding function alters the names of the bound entity
as well as that of the polymeric carrier. Sometime this
binding function plays an important role, as in the case
of specific chemical entities that are to be released by
degradation under predefined physical or chemical
conditions. In pharmacology, drugs or other bioactive
species like peptides, proteins, polysaccharides, or
polynucleotides are temporarily attached to polymer-
ic systems for the purpose of being transported up to
a targeted site in the human body and released there
to exert their therapeutic action. In some applications,
conjugates involve molecules with other specific activ-
ities, like dyes or radioactive labels, ligands to target
receptors present in cell membranes, solubilizing spe-
cies, stimuli-sensitive entities to make smart systems,
or pesticides and insecticides for treatments in agricul-
ture, etc. Some of the carriers of the bound entities can
be so complex that they are named using letters like
FGFs and VEGF growth factors, albumin and fibrino-
gen proteins, DNA, siRNA, etc.

IUPAC recommendations for the structure and
source-based nomenclatures of polymers have clear
limitations when dealing with complex conjugates. This
new project aims to create rules that will allow unambig-
uous and facile naming of such modern complex con-
jugates together with easy recognition of the moieties
introduced to take advantage of their specific activity.

The project is focused on macromolecules (organic
or inorganic) suitable for attachment of (or to) com-
plex chemical entities, including small molecules, mac-
romolecules and biopolymers known and named in
relation to their utility. However, the recommendations
will be applicable to other kinds of carriers (small or-
ganic molecule to make prodrugs, inorganic supports,
surface and porous systems, etc.) provided they bear
identified chemical functions suitable for attachment.

For further information, contact the Task Group Chair Michel Vert
<michel.vert@univ-montp1.fr>
www.iupac.org/project/2014-034-2-400

Measurement of Photoluminescence
Quantum Yields

Quantum vyield (QY) is one of the most important
quantitative properties of a luminescent sample and
robust ways to measure it are essential in the appli-
cation of luminescence techniques. In this project, the
task group will perform an inter-laboratory compari-
son of the two main methods for QY measurements,
the classical relative method based on standards, and
the absolute method using integrating spheres which
has recently gained popularity.

A previous IUPAC project (www.iupac.org/
project/2004-021-1-300; see Pure Appl. Chem. 2011, 83,
2213-2228) has clearly shown a shortage of standards
for relative QY measurements of solutions. Recently,
absolute measurements have become more popular as
a result of the wider availability of integrating sphere
equipment, but their reliability is still to be established.

Further standards are needed to fully cover the
wavelength range of interest, from ~250 to ~1000 nm.
Preferred reference compounds have broad and fea-
tureless absorption spectra and have proven emission
quantum yields independent of the excitation wave-
length. The reference values should preferably be those
of air-equilibrated samples. The second purpose of the
project is to establish the variability of independent QY
measurements in different laboratories. Therefore ten
laboratories world-wide have been invited to take part
in this test. The laboratories are well-equipped and ex-
perienced, but are not specialists or method develop-
ers in the field. We are interested in find out what is the
current practice in a normal good laboratory.

Twenty-two samples have been selected in the first
stage of the project. For eight of these samples, the
quantum vyields are considered very well established.
The other samples have been measured against these
eight standards, or were measured using integrating
spheres. The results of the measurements are currently
being collected.

The outcomes of this new project will provide in-
sight into the reproducibility and inter-laboratory vari-
ability of QY measurements using the two methods
and detail an extended set of standards and protocols
for QY measurement.

For further information, contact the Task Group Chair Fred Brouwer
<a.m.brouwer@uva.nl>
www.iupac.org/project/2013-040-1-300
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