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search coordination for a number of international organi-
zations, including UNESCO, UNU, and the FAO. Prior join-
ing ICSU, she was a Giorgio Ruffolo Research Fellow in 
the Sustainability Science Program at Harvard’s Kennedy 
School of Government.

www.icsu.org
	

The 2014 AAAS Award for Science 
Diplomacy goes to Zafra M. Lerman 

Zafra M. Lerman, creator and advocate for 
the Biennial Malta Conferences, which pro-
mote international scientific cooperation and 

diplomacy by convening scientists from 15 Middle 
Eastern nations, has been chosen by the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) 
to receive the 2014 Award for Science Diplomacy.

Lerman—an accomplished chemist, science educator, 
and humanitarian—serves as president of the Malta 
Conferences Foundation. She was honored by AAAS 
for her efforts to “elevate the use of scientific coop-
eration as an instrument of peace, and as a pathway 
to better understand the role of science in addressing 
major societal challenges in the broader Middle East, 
despite the political barriers that exist at the official 
levels.”

The Biennial Malta Conferences bring together sci-
entists from Bahrain, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, 
Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, the Palestinian Authority, Qa-
tar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey, and the United Arab 
Emirates to collaborate on shared science-based con-
cerns such as regional water quality, solar-energy con-
version and storage, science curricula, green chemis-
try, and chemistry safety and security. (Reports on the 
Malta Conferences have regularly appeared in Chem-
istry International since 2004; a compilation of these 
references and many others is available at www.malta-
conferencesfoundation.org)

AAAS Chief International Officer Vaughan Turekian 
said: “Many of the scientists who participate in the Mal-
ta Conferences could not otherwise meet face-to-face 
because of tensions between governments. Dr. Lerman 
has brought together scientists at all levels, from Nobel 
Prize winners to early-career researchers and students, 
to build collaborative links that extend beyond scien-
tific interactions.”

The AAAS Award for Science Diplomacy dates to 
1992. It recognizes an individual or small group work-
ing in the scientific and engineering or foreign affairs 

communities making an outstanding contribution to 
furthering science diplomacy. Renamed in 2010 by 
the AAAS Board of Directors, the Award consists of 
a plaque and an honorarium of $5,000. The AAAS 
Award for Science Diplomacy was bestowed upon 
Lerman during the 181st AAAS Annual Meeting in San 
Jose, California, 12-16 February 2015.

www.aaas.org/news/zafra-m-lerman-receives-2014
-aaas-award-science-diplomacy

OPCW-The Hague Award Presented 
at 19th Conference of States Parties

On 1 December 2014, the opening day of 
the Nineteenth Session of the Conference 
of the States Parties of the Organization 

for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons at the 
headquaters of the OPCW in The Hague, Dr. Robert 
Mathews (Australia) and the Finnish Institute for the 
Verification of the Chemical Weapons Convention 
(VERIFIN) were jointly presented with the inaugural 
OPCW-The Hague Award.

The Award was created by the OPCW as an outcome 
of its winning the 2013 Nobel Peace Prize. The Award is 
supported by a financial contribution from the City of 
The Hague. It is intended “to honour and recognise indi-
viduals and organizations that have made an outstand-
ing contribution to achieving a world free of chemical 
weapons.”

Dr. Mathews and VERIFIN have made valuable con-
tributions toward the goal of reducing and eliminating 
chemical weapons. In keeping with the purpose of the 
Award, they have been credited with providing “sus-
tained leadership and support to the development of 
key concepts of the Convention, as well as to initiatives 
to promote chemical disarmament and non-prolifera-
tion around the world.”

Dr. Mathews is Head of the Nuclear, Biological and 
Chemical Arms Control Unit in the Australian Defence 
Science and Technology Organization. He has dedicat-
ed his career to the disarmament and non-proliferation 
of chemical weapons. He made significant contributions 
to the final drafting of the Chemical Weapons Conven-
tion, as well as to its establishment, implementation and 
promotion as a unique instrument eliminating an entire 
category of weapons of mass destruction. He has been 
involved in several IUPAC projects and is currently part 
of the task group “Updating, Piloting, and Disseminat-
ing Educational Material for Raising Awareness of the 
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Multiple Uses of Chemicals and the Chemical Weapons 
Convention” (www.iupac.org/project/2013-020-1-050)

The Finnish Institute for the Verification of the 
Chemical Weapons Convention (VERIFIN) has been in 
existence for 40 years. During that time VERIFIN has 
made a sustained contribution to chemical disarma-
ment by focusing on the development and dissemina-
tion of analytical chemistry techniques and tools for 
the verification of the Chemical Weapons Convention. 
VERIFIN has been instrumental in efforts to build the 
capacity of laboratories around the world to provide ef-
fective and accurate analysis of CWC-related chemicals.

IUPAC has been privileged to work with the OPCW, 
both in contributing technical expertise to the Review 
Conferences of the CWC and in developing educational 
resources on the multiple uses of chemicals.

www.opcw.org/news/article/opcw-the-hague-award-presented-to
-pioneers-of-the-chemical-weapons-convention/

IUPAC Physical Chemistry Cartoon 
Competition 2015

The Physical and Biophysical Chemistry Division 
(Division I) together with the Committee on 
Chemistry Education are pleased to announce 

the 2015 Physical Chemistry Cartoon Competition. This 
year’s theme is “Light and Chemistry”, in recognition of 
the UN’s International Year of Light, and entries should 
reflect this theme. 

Awards of USD 100 will go to four students whose car-
toons are chosen as winning entries.  Prizes of USD 100 
will be given in three age groups to students aged 11 – 
14, aged 15 – 18, and over 18, and one overall first-prize 
winner from all entries submitted. 

Judging:
The cartoons will be judged by a panel with members 
from the IUPAC Division of Physical and Biophysical 
Chemistry and the Committee on Chemistry Educa-
tion. Reviewing criteria (from most- to least-weighted) 
will include:

•• Relevance to the theme of Light and Chemistry
•• Creation of interest, novelty, entertainment value, 	

	 etc.
•• Clarity and educational content
•• Presentation

Submission instructions:
Students currently in secondary (students aged 11-18) 

or tertiary education (up to first degree level) are in-
vited to submit:

•• a one-page (pdf or powerpoint) file containing an 
original cartoon

•• a brief letter of endorsement from a Chemistry 
teacher or faculty member to verify that they are 
a currently enrolled student at the closing date for 
entries and confirming that the work is the stu-
dent’s own.

Entries should be submitted by email to 
<ChemistryCartoon@iupac.org>

Key dates:
The competition closes on Friday 29 May 2015 at 17:00 
Zürich time. 

http://www.iupac.org/news/news-detail/article/iupac-physical-chemis-
try-cartoon-competition-2015.html

IUPAC Office move

The IUPAC Secretariat office has been located in 
the Research Triangle Park (RTP) since May 1997, 
following its relocation from Oxford, England 

after 29 years. The office was housed in a small build-
ing right in the center of RTP, which is one of the most 
prominent high-technology research and development 
centers in the USA, centrally located near major universi-
ties, including Duke University  in Durham, the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and North Carolina 
State University at Raleigh.

This past February, the office headed by the recently 
appointed Executive Director, Lynn Soby, moved 1 mile 
north to  an improved space that is safer, more secure, 
and more functional. The smooth relocation included 
the move of about 300 boxes of paperwork, financial re-
cords, historical archives, and IUPAC’s servers and equip-
ment. It also included packing over 7000 IUPAC books 
for relocation to a lower cost warehouse space. The staff, 
including Linda Tapp and Enid Weatherwax, made the 
transition quite easily as their work commutes have not 
really changed. The office mailing address stays the same 
(PO Box 13757, RTP, NC 27709), but if you plan to drop by 
for a visit, the new office is located at 79 T.W. Alexander 
Drive, Research Park Triangle, NC 27709.

While Lynn, Linda, and Enid are very busy setting up 
the new office space, Fabienne stays put in her remote 
office in the Chemistry Department at Boston University.
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