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Technology, Pasadena, California, USA
•	 Robert J. Macfarlane, USA - Northwestern University, 

Evanston, Illinois, USA
•	 Xuemei Sun, China - Fudan University, Shanghai, 

China
The recipients of Honorable Mention Awards 

will receive a copy of the  Principles of Chemical 
Nomenclature – A guide to IUPAC Recommendations. 
The book is published by Royal Society of Chemistry 
(UK) and offered with the compliments of RSC 
Publishing.

Now in its 15th year, the International Award for 
Young Chemists has steadily attracted bright young 
chemists. Everyone is invited to review the latest col-
lection published in Pure and Applied Chemistry cov-
ering last year’s awards, which appeared in  January 
2014. Also, in 2011, PAC published a special issue, fit-
tingly subtitled “Perspectives and Challenges” inviting 
winners of the very early years of the prize. IUPAC is 
proud of its commitment to engage and encourage 
young scientists. Hopefully, the contents of these 
PAC issues will inspire and enthuse readers with 
fascinating insights into new and emerging aspects 
of chemical sciences.

Applications for the 2015 Prizes are now being solicited; application deadline is 1 
February 2015.

 www.iupac.org/news/news-detail/article/2015-iupac-solvay-international-
award-for-young-chemists-announced.html

Steven V. Ley wins 2014 IUPAC-
ThalesNano Prize in Flow Chemistry

University of Cambridge professor Steven V. Ley 
(Cambridge, UK) is the 2014 recipient of the 
IUPAC-ThalesNano Prize in Flow Chemistry. 

The award was presented on 25 June 2014 at the 
International Conference on Microreaction Technology 
(http://www.imretconferences.com) in Budapest, by 
former IUPAC Committee of Chemistry and Industry 
(COCI) Chair Prof. Michael Droescher and Dr. Ferenc 
Darvas for ThalesNano and for the Flow Chemical 
Society.

This award was established in 2012 by a generous gift 
from the Hungarian Technology company ThalesNano 
Inc. to acknowledge the key role that flow chemistry 
plays in improving chemical processes. The prize of 
7500 USD goes to an internationally recognized sci-
entist whose activities or published accounts have 

made an outstanding contribution to the practice of 
flow chemistry. ThalesNano also provides support for 
travel by the recipient to the prize ceremony. The prize 
is awarded biannually, and ThalesNano will provide the 
funds for the first 10 years.

Professor Ley receives this award for his outstand-
ing contribution and creative work in methodologies 
for organic synthesis, especially in multi-step syn-
thesis in continuous flow chemistry reactor systems.  
With his work in flow chemistry, published in over 80 
papers, Prof. Ley contributed several landmark discov-
eries. His success has also been fueled by continued 
instrument development in flow chemistry with com-
mercial organizations.

Flow chemistry focuses on synthesis of functional 
molecules, which plays an important role in modern 
society. However, the labor intensive and wasteful 
synthesis practices of the past are no longer accept-
able. Prof. Ley began a campaign in the early 1990s to 
develop enabling technologies to improve the synthe-
sis process. By demonstrating the power of immobi-
lized reagents and scavengers he was able to achieve 
multi-step synthesis in a clean fashion, avoiding the 
wasteful practices of chromatographies, crystalliza-
tions, distillations, and water washes or extraction. He 
demonstrated that these systems could be incorpo-
rated with automation into continuous flow processes 
to achieve multi-step synthesis with minimum purifica-
tion and work up. 

Prof. Ley has received more than 50 major prizes 
and awards, many distinguished named lectureships 
and visiting professorships. He has served in many 
international and national appointments and commit-
tees.

 www.iupac.org/news/latest-news

Steven V. Ley (center) receiving his award from 
Michael Droescher (right) and Dr. Ferenc Darvas (left).


