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Mask of the SpringWater.Dance as a Source of Culture in Africa
Birgit Akesson

Kallvattnets Mask was first published in Swedish in
1983; and this is the first English translation, by
Rachelle Puryear and Hakar Lovgren. The author,
Birgit Akesson (1908-2001) was a legendary figure,
an innovative modern dancer and choreographer,
and a teacher and researcher. This is her very
personal documentation of traditional African
dance in a number of societies in East, West and
Central Africa during the 1960s and 1970s. She

travelled extensively in Africa, with stays in Tanzania, Ethiopia, Ghana,
Nigeria, Liberia and the Republic of Congo. She presents a unique
body of material, analysed from her special vantage point. Her search
for the essence of dance, the source beyond language or expression that
was universal for true dance, had its point of departure in dance as an
essential part of human existence. In opposition to many art historians,
anthropologists and ethnologists, she experienced the dance, the masks,
the music and the social interaction as intrinsic elements of a totality.
In many instances, what she was allowed to see then may no longer
exist, making her observations a valuable historical record of the state of
traditional African dance in the mid-1900s.

ISBN 9789987080502 | 328 pages | 235 x 180 mm | Colour Photographs | 2010 |
Mkuki na Nyota Publishers, Tanzania | Hardback | $42.95/£32.95

Espaces, culture materielle et identites en
Senegambie
Edited by IbrahimaThiaw

This book re-examines historical, ethnographic and
anthropological productions in various spaces in
Senegambia. Just like language, material culture in
original forms is powerful in the transmission and
affirmation of identity. Unfortunately, archeology

has so far played a very minor role in this domain in Senegambia, as the
discipline has been confined to the study of eras know as ‘prehistoric’
and ‘protohistoric’, which are little known by story tellers and other
traditional communicators.

ISBN 9782869784826 | 110 pages | 229 x 152 mm | 2011 | CODESRIA,
Senegal | Paperback | $22.95/£15.95

Salutes without Guns
Ikeogu Oke

Salutes without Guns was selected as one of the
Books of the Year 2010 by the Times Literary
Supplement and was long-listed for the 2010Wole
Soyinka Prize for Literature.

“Here is a writer who finds the metaphor for what has
happened and continues, evolves, not often the way we want,

in our lives in Africa and the world. He does so timelessly and tellingly, as perhaps
only a poet can.”- Nadine Gordimer, Nobel Prize Winner

ISBN 9789782436573 | 132 pages | 198 mm x 129 mm | 2009 | Manila
Publishers Company, Nigeria | Paperback | $19.95/£15.95

Facing Climate Change. Building South Africa’s Strategy
Stefan Raubenheimer

When it comes to Climate Change the gap
between what we are doing and what we
need to do is vast. Developing a plan to get
us from where we are to where we need to
be is now one of the most important tasks
of modern society. In this, South Africa
was an early leader, and it approached the
question in a remarkable way. The South
African Long-Term Mitigation Scenarios
(LTMS) is an internationally celebrated
example of how people can come together to

work with the evidence to develop the questions of the day. What
was remarkable was not only the scientific rigour adopted, but the
way in which leaders worked together to reach a broad consensus.
Their vision, and the response of the South African government,
was groundbreaking and extraordinarily ambitious. The LTMS has
quietly reshaped the South African landscape. This book is the story
of the people and the process by which they took up the challenge

and produced these Long-Term Mitigation Scenarios.

ISBN 9781920409524 | 168 pages | 234 x 156 mm | B/W Illustrations | 2011 |
Idasa, South Africa | Paperback | $28.95/£19.95

TheHairdresser of Harare
Tendai Huchu

Vimbai is a hairdresser, the best in Mrs
Khumalo’s salon, and she knows she is
the queen on whom they all depend. Her
situation is reversed when the good-looking,
smooth-talking Dumisani joins them.
However, his charm and desire to please
slowly erode Vimbai’s rancour and when he
needs somewhere to live, Vimbai becomes his
landlady. So, when Dumisani needs someone
to accompany him to his brother’s wedding

to help smooth over a family upset, Vimbai obliges. Startled to
find that this smart hairdresser is the scion of one of the wealthiest
families in Harare, she is equally surprised by the warmth of their
welcome; and it is their subsequent generosity which appears
to foster the relationship between the two young people. The
ambiguity of this deepening friendship - used or embraced by
Dumisani and Vimbai with different futures in mind - collapses in
unexpected brutality when secrets and jealousies are exposed.

... a subtle and refreshing story of life in contemporary Harare ... a novel
of morality, prejudice and ambition told with humour and tragedy.’

- Brian Chikwava, author of Harare North

ISBN 9781779221094 | 196 pages | 216 x 140 mm | 2010 |Weaver Press,

Zimbabwe | Paperback | $19.95/£12.95
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