
FROM THE BEGINNING, THIS BOOK HAS BEEN A COLLABORA-
tive effort by scholar-practitioners working in security cooperation or 
affiliated fields. Each of us found value in applying the logic of Women, 
Peace, and Security (WPS) to our work. For me, I was teaching at the 
Defense Security Cooperation University (DSCU) where, with a team 
of scholars, I had been tasked with developing a curriculum to imple-
ment the WPS Act of 2017, which required training “relevant person-
nel” in the Department of Defense. Since I had served a full career as a 
naval aviator, worked in civil society at the United Nations where the 
WPS agenda had emerged, and consulted on the WPS Act of 2017 and 
the first national strategy on WPS, I was versed in its logic, purpose, 
and scope. Yet it was challenging to show the utility of WPS to fellow 
military personnel, including those in the field of security cooperation. 
They wanted more proof and less theory, more understanding and less 
expert direction. The university gave me permission to convene a two-
day workshop for scholars and practitioners to sort through the evi-
dence. The event provided a welcome opportunity for in-person debate 
after a long Covid-19-induced hiatus. Knowing the need for trans-
parency and scrutiny of this subject, I cast a wide net for contributions 
to the workshop and this book to ensure that all voices had the opportu-
nity to be heard. I am grateful to those who answered the call and 
stayed the course throughout the publishing process. The contributors 
were all working full-time in the United States and overseas, proving 
their selfless reasons for getting these stories out. It is important to note 
that the views expressed herein are entirely their own and not the posi-
tion or policies of the US government.  
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This book comes at a time when the future of US WPS efforts is 
uncertain. Yet no matter what the program is called, the work will continue 
as long as women and girls are affected by armed conflict and crises and 
there is a need to avert war and negotiate peace. While the book was going 
into production, I was working at US Northern Command researching 
domestic military operations, such as response to unrest, civilian resettle-
ment, and disaster response. Today, an America First national strategy 
takes shape, and the military is fortifying US borders at home in addition 
to keeping the watch abroad. Capabilities developed by applying WPS to 
missions such as those in this book can help protect US service men and 
women and the populations they serve in the years ahead.   

I am thankful to many people for supporting this book. First, thanks 
to Jeff Fourman and the team at Country Intelligence Group, without 
whom our work at DSCU would not have been possible. Special thanks 
to my WPS team there, including Grace Hoffman, Cameron Quinn, and 
Rabia Zafar. I owe deep gratitude to my colleagues at the American 
Council on Women, Peace, and Security, whose patriotism, policy savvy, 
and leadership inspires and guides our work: Eunice Apio, Jennifer Aran-
gio, Mary Habeck, Grace Hoffman, John Garesche, Helmut Guti, Abbe 
Jolles, Humira Noorestani, Charlie Ponticelli, Nicole Robinson, Steve 
Steiner, Dorothy Taft, Peter Tozzi, Mica Udani, Wendy Wright, Cathy 
Sribar, Tracey Redfern, our board, interns, and loyal supporters. I am also 
grateful to Kristi Davis for her copyediting and feedback. Thank you to 
Marie-Claire Antoine and Allie Schellong at Lynne Rienner Publishers, as 
well as to copyeditor Jen Kelland, for their unwavering professionalism.  

During this publishing process, I lost both of my parents and most 
ardent advocates, George and Joyce Fink. While raising a Navy family, 
they instilled in my brothers, sister, and me gratitude for the generations 
who purchased and preserved the freedoms we enjoy in this country. 
After I followed in my father’s footsteps for a Navy career, my mother 
urged me to do something in return for the women who, alongside men, 
have made this country great. High praise and thanks are due to my hus-
band, Toshi, who championed my foray into this field, read cascades of 
pages, and offered incisive advice. Thanks go to the Institute of World 
Politics (IWP) in Washington, whose leadership allowed me to launch a 
course on WPS and explore its roots in foundational US foreign policy 
principles and US history. I am also grateful for the assistance of IWP 
intern Luis Matos. My students at IWP and DSCU gave me the insight of 
a younger generation into America’s place in the world and challenged 
my own views to my benefit. As already noted, I dedicate this book to 
my young daughters, who will inherit the world my generation leaves 
them. May it be freer, safer, and more resplendently human.
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