
The Road Taken





The Road Taken
China’s Incorporation Process into the 

Capitalist World System and Its Capitalist Transition

SUNG HEE RU



Cover credit: Where “east and west meet” a modern thoroughfare in picturesque Hong Kong.  
Hong Kong China, ca. 1913. https://www.loc.gov/item/97506047

Published by State University of New York Press, Albany 

© 2025 State University of New York

All rights reserved 

Printed in the United States of America 

No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written 
permission. No part of this book may be stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in 
any form or by any means including electronic, electrostatic, magnetic tape, mechanical, 
photocopying, recording, or otherwise without the prior permission in writing of the 
publisher. 

Links to third-party websites are provided as a convenience and for informational purposes 
only. They do not constitute an endorsement or an approval of any of the products, 
services, or opinions of the organization, companies, or individuals. SUNY Press bears no 
responsibility for the accuracy, legality, or content of a URL, the external website, or for that 
of subsequent websites. 

EU GPSR Authorised Representative:
Logos Europe, 9 rue Nicolas Poussin, 17000, La Rochelle, France
contact@logoseurope.eu 

For information, contact State University of New York Press, Albany, NY 
www.sunypress.edu 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Name: Ru, Sung Hee, author.
Title: The road taken : China’s incorporation process into the capitalist world system and its
   capitalist transition / Sung Hee Ru.
Description: Albany : State University of New York Press, [2025] | Includes bibliographical 
   references and index.
Identifiers: ISBN 9798855803075 (hardcover : alk. paper) | ISBN 9798855803051
   (ebook) 
Further information is available at the Library of Congress.



The historians neither make nor guide history. Their share in such is usually so 
small as to be almost negligible. But if they do not learn something from history, 
their activities would then be cultural decoration, or a pleasant pastime, equally 
useless in these troubled times.

—Eric Williams, Capitalism and Slavery




