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“In an age where platforms and AI are compromising the missions of our 
public sectors, the influence of tech tycoons has pervaded the political 
sphere and the world is aflood with digitally generated and sustained 
misinformation, how can – and should – digital societies be governed? 
This is the question this accessible, multi-disciplinary and comprehensive 
volume seeks to answer. It will be valuable to anyone, in academia and 
beyond, concerned with safeguarding our public values in the current 
tide of digitalization as a non-democratic and prof it-seeking force.”
‒ Tamar Sharon, Professor of Philosophy, Digitalization & Society, 
Radboud University Nijmegen

“This timely edited volume poses the urgent question of how digital 
societies can be effectively governed in an era where digital platforms and 
AI systems have become core socio-technical infrastructures. Grounded in 
robust theoretical frameworks, this book delivers rigorous, interdisciplinary 
research substantiated by empirical studies. By engaging with scholars, 
policymakers, and practitioners, it offers actionable insights into embed-
ding public values in algorithmic systems, strengthening public institu-
tions, and balancing governance principles in data-driven democracies.”
‒ Jo Pierson, Professor of Responsible Digitalisation & Head of School of 
Social Sciences, University Hasselt

“What is the meaning of ‘good governance’ in democratic digital socie-
ties? How can these spheres foster safety, inclusion, and transparency? 
Drawing on diverse case studies, this excellent volume demonstrates that 
there are no simple answers; advancing one value often compromises 
another. Offering a rich account of the intersections between stakehold-
ers and the technologies they build, manage, and consume, Governing 
the Digital Society is an essential resource for scholars and practitioners 
working to shape better digital futures.”
‒ Limor Shifman, Professor at the Department of Communication and 
Journalism, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel & the Vice Dean 
of the Faculty of Social Sciences

“Governing the Digital Society: Platforms, Artificial Intelligence, and 
Public Values examines whether digital societies can still be effectively 
governed. This volume brings together scholars exploring emerging 
issues—such as decentralized platforms and AI regulation—with those 
offering new analytical perspectives on existing debates, including con-
tent moderation and spyware. Through research and expert interviews, it 
offers critical insights into the future of digital governance.”
‒ Robyn Caplan, Assistant Professor of Technology Policy at the Sanford 
School of Public Policy, Duke University



Digital Studies

The  Digital Studies  book series aims to provide a space for social and cultural 
research with and about the digital. In particular, it focuses on ambitious and 
experimental works which explore and critically engage with the roles of digital 
data, methods, devices and infrastructures in collective life as well as the issues, 
challenges and troubles that accompany them.
The series invites proposals for monographs and edited collections which attend 
to the dynamics, politics, economics and social lives of digital technologies and 
techniques, informed by and in conversation with f ields such as science and 
technology studies and new media studies.
The series welcomes works which conceptualize, rethink and/or intervene around 
digitally mediated practices and cultures. It is open to a range of contributions 
including thoughtful interpretive work, analytical artefacts, creative code, 
speculative design and/or inventive repurposing of digital objects and methods 
of the medium.
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