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Song Studies

This series offers a platform for academic research on the multidimensional
medium of song. The field of song studies has recently developed in an effort to
position song’s various modalities at the center of an emerging interdisciplinary
scholarship. As an object of study and as a practice, song extends disciplinary
boundaries as well as creating space for dialogue between researchers and
practitioners from different backgrounds. This series will contribute to the
development of song studies as a new field of research through the facilitation
of multi- and intercultural dialogues on the phenomenon of song worldwide and
across historical periods.

In this context, ‘song’ is considered from multiple perspectives, acknowledging
form and function. Song can be defined as vocal musical expression in
composition and practice, incorporating elements such as pitch, rhythm,
repetition, and language. Furthermore, song is inseparable from emotion and the
performing body. As a complex, expressive practice, song leverages the physical
and imaginative capacities of individuals and communities for diverse purposes.
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For my parents

Hier ist ein Lied! Wenn ihr’s zuweilen singt,
So werdet ihr besondre Wiirkung spiiren.

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, Faust. Eine Tragddie (1808)






