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Notes

1   1. Background, guiding principles and methodology 
1 The armed clashes in New Guinea in 1962, even if involving deaths and injuries, are considered to consti-

tute a low-intensity conflict, which is sometimes referred to as ‘the Netherlands’ last small colonial war’.
2 The acronyms stand for the Royal Netherlands Institute of Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies 

(Koninklijk Instituut voor Taal-, Land- en Volkenkunde, kitlv-knaw), the Netherlands Institute for 
Military History (Nederlands Instituut voor Militaire Historie, nimh), and the niod Institute for War, 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies (niod Instituut voor Oorlogs-, Holocaust- en Genocidestudies, niod-
knaw).

3 In a later formulation from early 2017, the research was to be about ‘the most important questions about 
decolonization policy, violence, and war — with a focus on (accounting for) the Dutch military conduct 
– [will be] answered, with close attention given to the historical, political, and international context and 
the legacy of the war’. This and other documents related to the study can be found at niod, archive Re-
search - odgoi [archive number to be determined after inclusion of the collection in the niod archive 
in 2022], 

4 The number of Indonesian victims is calculated on the basis of Dutch military documentation, see 
Christiaan Harinck, Nico van Horn and Bart Luttikhuis, ‘Wie telt de Indonesische doden?’, De Groene 
Amsterdammer 141:30 (2017). The most recent estimates are given by Rémy Limpach, ‘”Ze vielen als ge-
maaid koren”. Een beschouwing over de verliescijfers in Indonesië, 1945-49’, Militaire Spectator 1 (2022). 
Estimates of the number of civilian casualties during the bersiap period range from 3,000 to several times 
this amount; see the chapter by Esther Captain and Onno Sinke in this book. The number of deaths as a 
result of internal strife among the Indonesians is unknown but is somewhere in the tens of thousands.

5 Speech by Foreign Affairs Minister Bot on 15 August 2005, at Stichting Herdenking 15 augustus 1945. 
6 Letter from Prime Minister De Jong to the Lower House of Parliament, 29 January 1969; Handelingen 

Tweede Kamer, 1968-1969, appendix 10.008, no. 1.
7 See the chapter by Gert Oostindie and Meindert van der Kaaij in this book; also Maurice Swirc, ‘Gelijke 

monniken, gelijke kepie gaat niet op’, De Groene Amsterdammer 39 (2019).
8 Stef Scagliola, Last van de oorlog. De Nederlandse oorlogsmisdaden in Indonesië en hun verwerking (Am-

sterdam 2002); see also, for example, Peter Romijn, ‘Myth and Understanding: Recent Controversy 
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about Dutch Historiography on the Netherlands Indonesian Conflict’, R.S. Kisner (ed.), The Low 
Countries and beyond (New York 1993) 219-229; Stef Scagliola, ‘Cleo’s “unfinished business”. Com-
ing to Terms with Dutch War Crimes in Indonesia’s War of Independence’, Journal of Genocide Re-
search 14:3-4 (2012) 419-439; Martijn Eickhoff, ‘Weggestreept verleden? Nederlandse historici en het 
Rawagededebat’, Colofon 194 (2013) 53-67; Chris Lorenz, ‘De Nederlandse koloniale herinnering en de 
universele mensenrechten. De casus “Rawagede”’, Tijdschrift voor Geschiedenis 128:1 (2015) 109-130.

9 This was the Dutch-language commercial edition of the author’s 2015 dissertation from the University 
of Bern; by this time Limpach had started working for the nimh.

10 Piet Kamphuis, Gert Oostindie and Marjan Schwegman, ‘Onderzoek geweld in “Indië”’, de Volkskrant 
19 June 2012.

11 Research proposal by kitlv-nimh-niod, 26 September 2012. niod, archive Research - odgoi [ar-
chive number to be determined after inclusion of the collection in the niod archive in 2022].

12 The cabinet decision was made on 2 December 2016, the decree on implementation and financing on 23 
February 2017, and the subsidy decision on 20 July 2017.

13 The term ‘co-financing’ is used here, given that the institutes themselves also made funds available for the 
research both in the period 2012-2016 and throughout the duration of the research programme (2017-
2021).

14 From the article in de Volkskrant, 19 June 2012: ‘Such a study can also give us more insight into the 
circumstances under which soldiers may lose their self-control as well as which soldiers are most at risk 
in this respect. This is particularly important for the selection, training, and the conduct of our soldiers, 
now and in the future. [...] This kind of [research] is also important for our understanding of current and 
possibly future Dutch military deployment in crisis areas.’

15 By the end of this book, we list the full composition of the research teams as well as the various forums 
that were involved.

16 Upon stepping down as director of niod on 1 September 2021, Frank van Vree continued his role in the 
research programme as programme director. Gert Oostindie also continued his role within the research 
programme after retiring on 1 January 2022.

17 The Scientific Advisory Board gave its advice, but the responsibility for the content of the text lies with 
the directors of the research programme and the authors.

18 See, for example, the open letter by Jeffry Pondaag and Francisca Pattipilohy (November 2017) on 
https://historibersama.com/. See also note 2 of this chapter.

19 See P.M.H. Groen, Marsroutes en dwaalsporen: Het Nederlands militair-strategisch beleid in Indonesië 
1945-1950 (The Hague 1991); Jaap De Moor, Westerling’s oorlog: Indonesië 1945-1950: De geschiedenis 
van de commando’s en parachutisten in Nederlands-Indië 1945-1950 (Amsterdam 1999); Thijs Brocades 
Zaalberg, ‘The Civil and Military Dimensions of Dutch Counter-insurgency on Java, 1947-1949’, British 
Journal for Military History 1:2 (2015) 67-83; and Rémy Limpach, De brandende kampongs van Generaal 
Spoor (Amsterdam 2016).

20 See e.g. Henk Schulte Nordholt, ‘War Crime Study, Covering Up or Opening up the Past?’, The Jakarta 
Post, 9 August 2018, and Selamat Ginting, ‘Menggugat Proyek Sejarah Belanda’, Republika, 8 March 
2019.

21 The parallels with the Srebrenica study carried out by niod are clear. See Hans Blom et al., Srebrenica: 
een ‘veilig gebied’, reconstructie, achtergronden, gevolgen en analyses van de val van een safe area (Amster-
dam 2002) 49, for the guiding principles of the niod researchers: ‘The researchers wanted to avoid 
taking on the role of the executioner, precisely because of the pressing political questions on the topic. 
Playing that role was not their job. After all, the assignment was to carry out a historical scientific study, 
which invariably involves an analytical-explanatory assessment. Political verdicts should be formed and 
formulated in the public and political arena.’ Michiel Baud and Frank van Vree, ‘Geschiedschrijving’, 
politiek en moraal’, Tijdschrift voor Geschiedenis 116 (2003) 64-77,64, are extremely critical about what 
they characterize as the ‘anxiousness with which the authors have tried to circumvent [...] moral and 
political positions’. On the complexity of making legal moral judgements about the colonial past, see 
for example A.H.M. De Baets, ‘Historical Imprescriptibility’, Storia della Storiografia 59-60 (2011) 128-
149 and W. de Haan, ‘Knowing What We Know Now: International Crimes in Historical Perspective’, 
Journal of International Criminal Justice 13:4 (2015) 783-799. 

22 See also niod, archive Research - odgoi. See also note 2 of this chapter. f
23 For more on this, see the chapter by Gert Oostindie and Meindert van der Kaaij in this book.
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24 An example of this is the opening sentence of Sutan Sjahrir’s brochure Onze strijd [Our Struggle], writ-
ten in October 1945: ‘Now that the Indonesian Republic has been in existence for two months...’, see 
Sutan Sjahrir, Onze strijd (Amsterdam 1946).

25 On this subject, see the following chapter.
26 S. Meuwese, J. Pen and T. Roos, ‘Toepasselijkheid van het oorlogsrecht in de Nederlands-Indonesische 

Oorlog’, Nederlands Juristenblad 96:31 (2021) 2586-2592.
27 See the chapter by Esther Zwinkels in this book.
28 Taufik Abdullah et al. (ed.), Indonesia dalam arus sejarah. 6: Perang dan Revolusi ( Jakarta 2012), 202-

210. See also Abdul Wahid, ‘The Untold Story of the Surabaya Battle of 1945’, The Jakarta Post, 12 
November 2013.

29 Emphasis added. Letter from the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Defence and the State Secretary of 
Health, Welfare, and Sport to the Lower House, 2 December 2016;niod, archive Research - odgoi. 

1   2. The Netherlands and Indonesia 1945-1949. The political-historical context
1 This chapter was written on the basis of the existing Dutch and English-language historiography. For an 

overview of the most important works used per theme, see ‘Further reading’ in this volume.  
2 With the exception of Papua (New Guinea), which was extremely difficult to access.
3 P.M.H. Groen et al., Krijgsgeweld en kolonie: Opkomst en ondergang van Nederland als koloniale mogend-

heid 1816-2010 (Amsterdam 2021); Piet Hagen, Koloniale oorlogen in Indonesië. Vijf eeuwen verzet tegen 
vreemde overheersing (Amsterdam 2018) 26, 885-906; G.J. Knaap et al., Oorlogen overzee. Militair optre-
den door compagnie en staat buiten Europa, 1595-1814 (Amsterdam 2015).

4 Until 1872, Elmina in what is now Ghana also belonged to the Dutch Empire.
5 Quoted in Loe De Jong, Het Koninkrijk der Nederlanden in de Tweede Wereldoorlog. 1 (The Hague 1969) 

179. De Jong called this ‘a truly monumental disregard of the real situation’.
6 Ethan Mark, Japan’s Occupation of Java in the Second World War. A Transnational History (London 2019) 

2; David Van Reybrouck, Revolusi. Indonesië en het ontstaan van de moderne wereld (Amsterdam 2020) 
247, 290.

7 For more information, see the next chapter.
8 Quoted in De Jong, Het Koninkrijk der Nederlanden in de Tweede Wereldoorlog. x1 (a, b, c): Neder-

lands-Indië (The Hague 1984-1986), x1, 491 and x1 b, 1027, and Tom van den Berge, H.J. Van Mook: 
1894-1965. Een vrij en gelukkig Indonesië: biografie (Bussum 2014) 204, respectively.

9 De Jong, Koninkrijk, x1 c, 635, 650.
10 The former knil captain Raymond Westerling staged a bloody but failed coup against the Indonesian 

state on 22-23 January 1950 with several hundred knil soldiers. This ‘apra coup’ took place without the 
knowledge of the political and military authorities in The Hague, but the latter were actively involved in 
the cover-up. ‘apra’ stood for Angkatan Perang Ratu Adil, the Just King Legion.

11 On this subject, see the next chapter.
12 In February 1945, seac founded the organization rapwi (Recovery of Allied Prisoners of War and 

Internees); in July 1945, Indonesia was added to seac’s field of activity and with it the rapwi.
13 See the chapter by Esther Captain and Onno Sinke in this book.
14 On the eve of the Second World War, Indonesia had about 70 million inhabitants and the Netherlands 

9 million.
15 ‘It is a privilege to perform this transfer of sovereignty before history, or rather before God, who alone 

knows why this union in freedom was not achieved earlier nor later, and who knows of the failure of the 
generations […].’ Quoted in Loe De Jong, Het Koninkrijk der Nederlanden in de Tweede Wereldoorlog. xii 
(Leiden 1988) 982. 

16 De Jong, Koninkrijk, xii, 982; Herman Burgers, De garoeda en de ooievaar. Indonesië van kolonie tot 
nationale staat (Leiden 2010) 449, 656; Hans Daalder, Vier jaar nachtmerrie de Indonesische kwestie 1945-
1949 (Amsterdam 2014) 381-385; John Jansen van Galen, Afscheid van de koloniën. Het Nederlandse 
dekolonisatiebeleid 1942-2012 (Amsterdam 2013) 266-268; J.J.P. de Jong, De terugtocht. Nederland en de 
dekolonisatie van Indonesië (Amsterdam 2016) 281-282; Hans Meijer, Indische rekening. Indië, Neder-
land en de backpay-kwestie 1945-2000 (Amsterdam 2005).

17 See Jeroen Kemperman’s contribution in this volume for more information.
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about Dutch Historiography on the Netherlands Indonesian Conflict’, R.S. Kisner (ed.), The Low 
Countries and beyond (New York 1993) 219-229; Stef Scagliola, ‘Cleo’s “unfinished business”. Com-
ing to Terms with Dutch War Crimes in Indonesia’s War of Independence’, Journal of Genocide Re-
search 14:3-4 (2012) 419-439; Martijn Eickhoff, ‘Weggestreept verleden? Nederlandse historici en het 
Rawagededebat’, Colofon 194 (2013) 53-67; Chris Lorenz, ‘De Nederlandse koloniale herinnering en de 
universele mensenrechten. De casus “Rawagede”’, Tijdschrift voor Geschiedenis 128:1 (2015) 109-130.

9 This was the Dutch-language commercial edition of the author’s 2015 dissertation from the University 
of Bern; by this time Limpach had started working for the nimh.

10 Piet Kamphuis, Gert Oostindie and Marjan Schwegman, ‘Onderzoek geweld in “Indië”’, de Volkskrant 
19 June 2012.

11 Research proposal by kitlv-nimh-niod, 26 September 2012. niod, archive Research - odgoi [ar-
chive number to be determined after inclusion of the collection in the niod archive in 2022].

12 The cabinet decision was made on 2 December 2016, the decree on implementation and financing on 23 
February 2017, and the subsidy decision on 20 July 2017.

13 The term ‘co-financing’ is used here, given that the institutes themselves also made funds available for the 
research both in the period 2012-2016 and throughout the duration of the research programme (2017-
2021).

14 From the article in de Volkskrant, 19 June 2012: ‘Such a study can also give us more insight into the 
circumstances under which soldiers may lose their self-control as well as which soldiers are most at risk 
in this respect. This is particularly important for the selection, training, and the conduct of our soldiers, 
now and in the future. [...] This kind of [research] is also important for our understanding of current and 
possibly future Dutch military deployment in crisis areas.’

15 By the end of this book, we list the full composition of the research teams as well as the various forums 
that were involved.

16 Upon stepping down as director of niod on 1 September 2021, Frank van Vree continued his role in the 
research programme as programme director. Gert Oostindie also continued his role within the research 
programme after retiring on 1 January 2022.

17 The Scientific Advisory Board gave its advice, but the responsibility for the content of the text lies with 
the directors of the research programme and the authors.

18 See, for example, the open letter by Jeffry Pondaag and Francisca Pattipilohy (November 2017) on 
https://historibersama.com/. See also note 2 of this chapter.

19 See P.M.H. Groen, Marsroutes en dwaalsporen: Het Nederlands militair-strategisch beleid in Indonesië 
1945-1950 (The Hague 1991); Jaap De Moor, Westerling’s oorlog: Indonesië 1945-1950: De geschiedenis 
van de commando’s en parachutisten in Nederlands-Indië 1945-1950 (Amsterdam 1999); Thijs Brocades 
Zaalberg, ‘The Civil and Military Dimensions of Dutch Counter-insurgency on Java, 1947-1949’, British 
Journal for Military History 1:2 (2015) 67-83; and Rémy Limpach, De brandende kampongs van Generaal 
Spoor (Amsterdam 2016).

20 See e.g. Henk Schulte Nordholt, ‘War Crime Study, Covering Up or Opening up the Past?’, The Jakarta 
Post, 9 August 2018, and Selamat Ginting, ‘Menggugat Proyek Sejarah Belanda’, Republika, 8 March 
2019.

21 The parallels with the Srebrenica study carried out by niod are clear. See Hans Blom et al., Srebrenica: 
een ‘veilig gebied’, reconstructie, achtergronden, gevolgen en analyses van de val van een safe area (Amster-
dam 2002) 49, for the guiding principles of the niod researchers: ‘The researchers wanted to avoid 
taking on the role of the executioner, precisely because of the pressing political questions on the topic. 
Playing that role was not their job. After all, the assignment was to carry out a historical scientific study, 
which invariably involves an analytical-explanatory assessment. Political verdicts should be formed and 
formulated in the public and political arena.’ Michiel Baud and Frank van Vree, ‘Geschiedschrijving’, 
politiek en moraal’, Tijdschrift voor Geschiedenis 116 (2003) 64-77,64, are extremely critical about what 
they characterize as the ‘anxiousness with which the authors have tried to circumvent [...] moral and 
political positions’. On the complexity of making legal moral judgements about the colonial past, see 
for example A.H.M. De Baets, ‘Historical Imprescriptibility’, Storia della Storiografia 59-60 (2011) 128-
149 and W. de Haan, ‘Knowing What We Know Now: International Crimes in Historical Perspective’, 
Journal of International Criminal Justice 13:4 (2015) 783-799. 

22 See also niod, archive Research - odgoi. See also note 2 of this chapter. f
23 For more on this, see the chapter by Gert Oostindie and Meindert van der Kaaij in this book.
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24 An example of this is the opening sentence of Sutan Sjahrir’s brochure Onze strijd [Our Struggle], writ-
ten in October 1945: ‘Now that the Indonesian Republic has been in existence for two months...’, see 
Sutan Sjahrir, Onze strijd (Amsterdam 1946).

25 On this subject, see the following chapter.
26 S. Meuwese, J. Pen and T. Roos, ‘Toepasselijkheid van het oorlogsrecht in de Nederlands-Indonesische 

Oorlog’, Nederlands Juristenblad 96:31 (2021) 2586-2592.
27 See the chapter by Esther Zwinkels in this book.
28 Taufik Abdullah et al. (ed.), Indonesia dalam arus sejarah. 6: Perang dan Revolusi ( Jakarta 2012), 202-

210. See also Abdul Wahid, ‘The Untold Story of the Surabaya Battle of 1945’, The Jakarta Post, 12 
November 2013.

29 Emphasis added. Letter from the Ministers of Foreign Affairs and Defence and the State Secretary of 
Health, Welfare, and Sport to the Lower House, 2 December 2016;niod, archive Research - odgoi. 

1   2. The Netherlands and Indonesia 1945-1949. The political-historical context
1 This chapter was written on the basis of the existing Dutch and English-language historiography. For an 

overview of the most important works used per theme, see ‘Further reading’ in this volume.  
2 With the exception of Papua (New Guinea), which was extremely difficult to access.
3 P.M.H. Groen et al., Krijgsgeweld en kolonie: Opkomst en ondergang van Nederland als koloniale mogend-

heid 1816-2010 (Amsterdam 2021); Piet Hagen, Koloniale oorlogen in Indonesië. Vijf eeuwen verzet tegen 
vreemde overheersing (Amsterdam 2018) 26, 885-906; G.J. Knaap et al., Oorlogen overzee. Militair optre-
den door compagnie en staat buiten Europa, 1595-1814 (Amsterdam 2015).

4 Until 1872, Elmina in what is now Ghana also belonged to the Dutch Empire.
5 Quoted in Loe De Jong, Het Koninkrijk der Nederlanden in de Tweede Wereldoorlog. 1 (The Hague 1969) 

179. De Jong called this ‘a truly monumental disregard of the real situation’.
6 Ethan Mark, Japan’s Occupation of Java in the Second World War. A Transnational History (London 2019) 

2; David Van Reybrouck, Revolusi. Indonesië en het ontstaan van de moderne wereld (Amsterdam 2020) 
247, 290.

7 For more information, see the next chapter.
8 Quoted in De Jong, Het Koninkrijk der Nederlanden in de Tweede Wereldoorlog. x1 (a, b, c): Neder-

lands-Indië (The Hague 1984-1986), x1, 491 and x1 b, 1027, and Tom van den Berge, H.J. Van Mook: 
1894-1965. Een vrij en gelukkig Indonesië: biografie (Bussum 2014) 204, respectively.

9 De Jong, Koninkrijk, x1 c, 635, 650.
10 The former knil captain Raymond Westerling staged a bloody but failed coup against the Indonesian 

state on 22-23 January 1950 with several hundred knil soldiers. This ‘apra coup’ took place without the 
knowledge of the political and military authorities in The Hague, but the latter were actively involved in 
the cover-up. ‘apra’ stood for Angkatan Perang Ratu Adil, the Just King Legion.

11 On this subject, see the next chapter.
12 In February 1945, seac founded the organization rapwi (Recovery of Allied Prisoners of War and 

Internees); in July 1945, Indonesia was added to seac’s field of activity and with it the rapwi.
13 See the chapter by Esther Captain and Onno Sinke in this book.
14 On the eve of the Second World War, Indonesia had about 70 million inhabitants and the Netherlands 

9 million.
15 ‘It is a privilege to perform this transfer of sovereignty before history, or rather before God, who alone 

knows why this union in freedom was not achieved earlier nor later, and who knows of the failure of the 
generations […].’ Quoted in Loe De Jong, Het Koninkrijk der Nederlanden in de Tweede Wereldoorlog. xii 
(Leiden 1988) 982. 

16 De Jong, Koninkrijk, xii, 982; Herman Burgers, De garoeda en de ooievaar. Indonesië van kolonie tot 
nationale staat (Leiden 2010) 449, 656; Hans Daalder, Vier jaar nachtmerrie de Indonesische kwestie 1945-
1949 (Amsterdam 2014) 381-385; John Jansen van Galen, Afscheid van de koloniën. Het Nederlandse 
dekolonisatiebeleid 1942-2012 (Amsterdam 2013) 266-268; J.J.P. de Jong, De terugtocht. Nederland en de 
dekolonisatie van Indonesië (Amsterdam 2016) 281-282; Hans Meijer, Indische rekening. Indië, Neder-
land en de backpay-kwestie 1945-2000 (Amsterdam 2005).

17 See Jeroen Kemperman’s contribution in this volume for more information.
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1   3. The war in Indonesia 1945-1949. The military-historical context
1 This chapter is mainly based on the synthesis in the recent nimh book, P. Groen et al. (ed.), Krijgsgeweld 

en Kolonie. Opkomst en ondergang van Nederland als koloniale mogendheid 1916-2010 (Amsterdam 2021) 
supplemented by some recent studies. For an overview of the most important titles for each theme, see 
the ‘Further reading’ section of this publication.

2 L. van Poelgeest, ‘Figuranten op het Indische toneel. De Japanners in Nederlands-Indië 1946-1949’,  
E. Touwen-Bouwsma and P. Groen (eds), Tussen Banzai en Bersiap. De afwikkeling van de Tweede Werel-
doorlog in Nederlands-Indië (The Hague 1996) 95-107.

3 R. Limpach, ‘”Ze vielen als gemaaid koren”. Een beschouwing over de verliescijfers in Indonesië, 1945-
49’, Militaire Spectator 1 (2022). 

4 R. Limpach, De Brandende Kampongs van Generaal Spoor (Amsterdam 2016), 778.
5 Groen et al., Krijgsgeweld en kolonie, 333-334.
6 See Rémy Limpach, ‘Information costs lives’, this book.
7 Schilling, Memorandum, 25-11-1945, in P.J. Drooglever, M.J.B. Schouten and S.L. van der Wal, Officiële 

bescheiden, betreffende de Nederlands-Indonesische betrekkingen 1945-1950 (‘s-Gravenhage 1971-1996), 
ii, 164-165; Petra M.H. Groen, Marsroutes en dwaalsporen. Het Nederlands militair-strategisch beleid in 
Indonesië 1945-1950 (Den Haag 1991) 46-50, 278. 

8 Quoted in Groen, Marsroutes, 285-287.
9 T.B. Simatupang, Het laatste jaar van de Indonesische vrijheidsstrijd 1948-1949. Een authentiek verslag 

door de voormalige chef-staf van de indonesische strijdkrachten (Kampen 1985) 59; also 34, 74, 115-116, 
130-134.

10 R.J.J. Stevens, ‘Manipulatie van informatie? De rol van de Nederlandse militaire inlichtingendienst in 
Indonesië ten tijde van het Nederlands-Indisch conflict 1945-1949’ Parlementaire Geschiedenis van Ned-
erland na 1945: Politieke Opstellen 11-12 (Nijmegen 1992) 149-168.

11 Christiaan Harinck and Jonathan Verwey, ‘Wie kwamen, wie zagen, wie schreven?’, https://www.kitlv.
nl/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/C.H.C.-Harinck-J.-Verwey-Wie-kwamen-wie-zagen-wie-schreven-
voor-de-kitlv-website.pdf (2015) 6; Scagliola, Last van de oorlog, 295-296. The figures in this section 
are from Groen et al., Krijgsgeweld en kolonie.

12 On paper, the size of a division was 20,000 men (not more than 15,000 men in practice), of a brigade, 
3,000; a regiment, 2,000-3,000; a battalion, 800; a company, 125-190; a platoon, 36; and a squad, 12.

13 For more on this, see chapter i.2.
14 On the blockade, see Martin Hoekstra, ‘De Republiek in een wurggreep: De Nederlandse marineblok-

kade tijdens de Indonesische Onafhankelijkheidsoorlog (1945-1949)’, Research master’s thesis (Leiden 
2018).

15 Groen et al., Krijgsgeweld, 166, 208-217, 221-225; Christiaan Harinck, ‘Zoeken, aangrijpen en vernieti-
gen!’ Het Nederlandse militaire optreden in Indonesië, 1945-1949 (Amsterdam 2022).

16 This is discussed in more detail in the chapter by Esther Zwinkels in this volume.
17 For the ‘apra coup’, see the previous chapter. The failed uprising in Makassar in April of that year by 

some 800 Indonesian, mostly Moluccan knil soldiers led by Captain Andi Aziz and the proclamation 
of the Republic Maluku Selatan on 25 April 1950 also fall outside this framework, as does the bloody 
battle between former knil soldiers and Indonesian troops in Makassar in early August 1950, prior to 
the evacuation of the knil. In addition, between 1950 and 1962 an armed low-intensity conflict took 
place in Papua/New Guinea between Indonesian and Dutch armed forces. 

18 The figures relating to bersiap are analysed in more detail in the chapter by Esther Captain and Onno 
Sinke, this volume.

19 Richard McMillan, The British Occupation of Indonesia 1945-1946: Britain, the Netherlands and the Indo-
nesian Revolution (New York 2005); Limpach, Brandende kampongs, 225-243.

20 See chapter i.2.
21 Simatupang, Het laatste jaar, 108.
22 Groen et al., Krijgsgeweld en kolonie, 336.
23 Quoted in Groen et al., Krijgsgeweld en kolonie, 341.
24 See the chapter by Gert Oostindie and Meindert van der Kaaij in this book.
25 J. van Doorn, W. Hendrix, Het Nederlands-Indonesisch conflict: Ontsporing van Geweld (Amsterdam 

1985) 313. See the contribution by Thijs Brocades Zaalberg and Bart Luttikhuis in this book. 
26 Limpach, ‘Ze vielen als gemaaid koren’. The concept of ‘asymmetric warfare’ is not used, because it can 
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evoke the image of superior, late-colonial European warfare versus an opponent that is less developed 
in every respect. In open combat situations, there was indeed an asymmetry in favour of the much bet-
ter-armed Dutch units. On this, see for example Abdul Haris Nasution, Fundamentals of Guerrilla War-
fare (New York 1965); Groen et al., Krijgsgeweld en kolonie, 316; nimh, 57, 3293, Diary A.T. Hendrik-
sen, 1 August 1946; B.H. Erné, Bren naar voren, partisanen! Het o.v.w. bataljon 1-12 r.i. op Java (Gro-
ningen 1949) 70; G.P. Birney, De marinier uit Soerabaja (2007) 330-331, 354; G. Janssen, Dorp en dessa. 
Verhaal van een dorp in Brabant en zijn jongens-soldaten in de vrijheidsstrijd van Indonesië 1945-1951 
(Reusel 1998) 206. On the other hand, when it came to other aspects of the war, there was an asymmetry 
in favour of the Indonesian armed forces: for example, more popular support, the intelligence position, 
knowledge of the language, culture and terrain, and morale.

27 Stan Meuwese, ‘Geersing legitimeert standrechtelijke executies van Westerling’, Militair Rechtelijk Tijd-
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