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argues that the legal framework became increasingly strict in the late
Middle Ages, an evolution that is particularly visible in the laws and statutes
from late medieval Ghent. After this discussion of the legal framework of
marriage-making and abduction, I will shift my focus to the judicial records,
which provide insight into the actual practice of abduction with marital
intent. Chapter 2 outlines the social profile of abductors and abductees
and zooms in on the perpetrators and their motives for using abduction as
a tool to force marriage. It complicates the common portrayal of abduction
as either a conflict between a man and a woman or one between a pair of
lovers and the woman'’s family. Chapter 3 looks at the abductee and revolves
around the legal and social importance and meaning of her consent. It
analyzes narratives on consent and coercion in court and studies the
impact of an abduction on the abductee. The final chapter examines how
authorities reacted to and dealt with abductions after they had occurred
and how they tried to restore the familial and societal balance that had
been broken by the act of forcing a marriage that was not agreed upon
by all parties who would have been involved in the normal process of
marriage-making.

Focussing on different parties’ actions and involvement allows me to con-
sider and bring together multiple medieval perspectives on marriage-making,
abduction, and consent. By looking at abduction and marriage-making
within middling and upper social groups in different cities in the Low
Countries and as they are recorded in a varied and diverse body oflegal and
administrative sources, this book examines abduction with marital intent
as a much more multi-layered phenomenon than it has been represented
before. This work reveals that the complicated relationship between consent,
marriage, and the family in the Low Countries can only be understood
in relation to women'’s property rights and the unique powers of urban
middling groups to make law.

Works cited

Arnade, Peter, and Walter Prevenier. Honor, Vengeance, and Social Trouble: Pardon
Letters in the Burgundian Low Countries. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2015.

Bardyn, Andrea. ‘Women in the Medieval Society’, in Golden Times. Wealth and
Status in the Middle Ages in the Southern Low Countries, edited by Peter Stabel
and Veronique Lambert, 283—318. Tielt: Lannoo, 2016.

Bastien, Nico. ‘Tussen autonomie en centralisatie: de Vier Ambachten in het

graafschap Vlaanderen’. In Over den Vier Ambachten: 750 jaar keure, 500 jaar



INTRODUCTION 35

graafJansdijk, edited by A.M.J. de Kraker, Marc E.E. De Smet, and Harry J.L.
Van Royen. Kloosterzande: Deurninck, 1993.

Beattie, Cordelia. ‘Choosing Chancery ? Women'’s Peititions to the Late Medieval
Court of Chancery’. In Litigating Women. Gender and Justice in Europe, c.
1300-c.1800, edited by Deborah Youngs and Teresa Phipps, 99-115. Abingdon:
Routledge, 2022.

Bennett, Judith M. ‘Medieval Women in Modern Perspective’. In Women’s History
in Global Perspective: Themes, edited by Bonnie G. Smith, 139—86. Chicago:
University of Illinois Press, 2004.

Beres, Melanie A. “Spontaneous” Sexual Consent: An Analysis of Sexual Consent
Literature’. Feminism & Psychology 17, no. 1 (2007): 93-108.

Beres, Melanie A. ‘Rethinking the Concept of Consent for Anti-sexual Violence
Activism and Education’. Feminism & Psychology 24, no. 3 (2014): 373—89.

Blockmans, Willem Pieter. De volksvertegenwoordiging in Vlaanderen in de over-
gang van middeleeuwen naar nieuwe tijden (1384 — 1506). Brussels: Koninklijke
Academie voor wetenschappen, letteren en schone kunsten van Belgié, 1978.

Blondé, Bruno, Marc Boone, and Anne-Laure Van Bruaene (eds). City and Society
in the Low Countries, 100-1600. Cambridge: University Press, 2018.

Boone, Marc. ‘Een middeleeuwse metropool’. In Gent: stad van alle tijden, edited
by Marc Boone and Gita Deneckere, 51-95. Brussels: Mercatorfonds, 2010.

Boone, Marc, Walter Prevenier and Thérése de hemptinne, ‘Gender and Early
Emancipation in the Low Countries in the Late Middle Ages and the Early
Modern Period, In Gender, Power and Privilege in Early Modern Europe, edited
by Penny Richards and Jessica Munns, 21—-39. London: Routledge, 2003.

Bourin, Monique and Bernard Chevalier. ‘Le comportement criminel dans les pays
de la Loire moyenne, d’apreés les lettres de rémission (vers 1380 — vers 1450)
Annales de Bretagne et des pays de ['Ouest 88, no. 3 (1981): 245—263.

Bousmar, Eric. ‘Neither Equality nor Radical Oppression: The Elasticity of Women'’s
Roles in the Late Medieval Low Countries’, In The Texture of Society: Medieval
Women in the Southern Low Countries, edited by Ellen E. Kittell and Mary A.
Suydam, 109-127. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004.

Brundage, James A. Law, Sex, and Christian Society in Medieval Europe. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1987.

Butler, Sara M. “I Will Never Consent to Be Wedded with You!”: Coerced Marriage
in the Courts of Medieval England’. Canadian Journal of History 39, no. 2 (2004):
247-70.

Buylaert, Frederik. Eeuwen van ambitie: de adel in laatmiddeleeuws Vlaanderen.
Brussels: KVAB, 2010.

Buylaert, Frederik. ‘Familiekwesties: de beheersing van vetes en private conflicten

in de elite van laatmiddeleeuws Gent'. Stadsgeschiedenis 2 (2007): 1-19.



36 ABDUCTION, MARRIAGE, AND CONSENT IN THE LATE MEDIEVAL LOW COUNTRIES

Carlier, Myriam. Kinderen van de minne? Bastaarden in het vijftiende-eeuwse
Vlaanderen. Brussels: Paleis der Academién, 2001.

Chojnacki, Stanley. ‘The Power of Love: Wives and Husbands'. In Women and Men
in Renaissance Venice: Twelve Essays on Patrician Society, edited by Stanley
Chojnacki, 153-168. Baltimore: John Hopkins University Press, 2000.

Cesco, Valentina. Elopement and Kidnapping of Women for Marriage in the Venetian
Republic from the Late Sixteenth Century until the Late Eighteenth Century.
Doctoral dissertation, The Pennsylvania State University, 2012.

Cesco, Valentina. ‘Rape and Raptus’. In Women and Gender in Medieval Europe: An
Encyclopedia, edited by Margaret C. Schaus, 694—96. New York: Routledge, 2006.

Ceunen, Marika. De Leuvense schepenbank als instelling. Leuven: Stadsbestuur, 2013.

Damen, Mario. ‘Patricians, Knights, or Nobles? Historiography and Social Status
in Late Medieval Antwerp’. The Medieval Low Countries 1 (2014): 173—203.

Damoiseaux, Sébastien. ‘Lofficialité de Liége 4 1a fin du Moyen Age. Contribution
a I'histoire de la juridiction ecclésiastique de I'évéque de Liege (XIVe-XVIe
siecles), Leodium 99 (2014): 6—44.

Danneel, Marianne. Weduwen en wezen in het laat-middeleeuwse Gent. Leuven:
Garant, 1995.

Davis, Natalie Zemon. Fiction in the Archives: Pardon Tales and Their Tellers in
Sixteenth-Century France. Cambridge: Polity Press, 1988.

D’Avray, David. Medieval Marriage: Symbolism and Society. Oxford: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 2008.

Dean, Trevor. ‘A Regional Cluster? Italian Secular Laws on Abduction, Forced
and Clandestine Marriage (Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries)’ In Regional
Variations in Matrimonial Law and Custom in Europe, 1150 — 1600, edited by Mia
Korpiola, 147-59. Leiden: Brill, 2011.

Dean, Trevor, and Kate Lowe. ‘Introduction: Issues in the History of Marriage’.
In Marriage in Italy, 1300-1650, edited by Trevor Dean and Kate Lowe, 1-21.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998.

Delameillieure, Chanelle. “They Call It Schaec in Flemish”: The Language of Abduc-
tion with Marital Intent in the Late Medieval Low Countries’. Law and History
Review 40, no. 4 (2022): 725-746.

De Moor, Tine, and Jan Luiten Van Zanden. ‘Girl Power: The European Marriage
Pattern and Labour Markets in the North Sea Region in the Late Medieval and
Early Modern Period’. The Economic History Review 63, no. 1 (2010): 1-33.

De Munck, Bert. ‘Free Choice, Modern Love, and Dependence: Marriage of Minors
and “Rapt de Séduction” in the Austrian Netherlands’. Journal of Family History
29, 10. 2 (2004): 183—205.

Dolan, Frances E. True Relations: Reading, Literature, and Evidence in Seventeenth-
Century England. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2013.



INTRODUCTION 37

Donahue, Charles. Law, Marriage, and Society in the Later Middle Ages: Arquments
about Marriage in Five Courts. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008.

Dowds, Eithne. ‘Towards a Contextual Definition of Rape: Consent, Coercion and
Constructive Force’. The Modern Law Review 83, no. 1 (2020): 35-63.

Dumolyn, Jan. ‘Dominante klassen en elites in verandering in het laatmiddeleeuwse
Vlaanderen'. Jaarboek Voor Middeleeuwse Geschiedenis 5 (2002): 69—107.

Dumolyn, Jan, and Jelle Haemers. “Let Each Man Carry On with His Trade and
Remain Silent”: Middle-Class Ideology in the Urban Literature of the Late
Medieval Low Countries’, Cultural and Social History 10, no. 2 (2013): 169—189.

Dunn, Caroline. Stolen Women in Medieval England: Rape, Abduction, and Adultery,
1100 — 1500. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2013.

Dunn, Caroline. ‘The Language of Ravishment in Medieval England’. Speculum
86, no. 1 (2011): 79-116.

Dupont, Guy. ‘Le temps des compositions : pratiques judiciaires a Bruges et a Gand
du XIVe au XVle siecle (Partie I). In Préférent miséricorde a rigueur de justice :
pratiques de la grdace (XIIle-XVIle siécles), edited by Bernard Dauven and Xavier
Rousseaux, 53—95. Louvain-la-Neuve : Presses Universitaires de Louvain, 2012.

Dupont, Guy. ‘Le temps des compositions : pratiques judiciaires a Bruges et a Gand
du XIVe AuXVle siecle (Partie II). In Amender, sanctionner et punir: recherches
sur Uhistoire de la peine, du Moyen Age au XXe siécle, edited by Marie-Amélie
Bourguignon, Bernard Dauven, and Xavier Rousseaux, 15—47. Louvain-la-Neuve:
Presses Universitaires de Louvain, 2012.

Eersels, Ben. ‘The Craft Guilds Are the City. Political Participation in Late Medieval
Towns (Brabant and Liege, C. 1360-1500)., Doctoral dissertation, KU Leuven, 2018.

Everaert, Janna. ‘Power in the Metropolis: The Impact of Economic and Demographic
Growth on the Antwerp City Council (1400-1550). Urban History 47, 1no. 4 (2019) : 1—21.

Farge, Arlette. Le goiit de larchive. Paris: Seuil, 1989.

Garnot, Benoit. ‘Une approche juridique et judiciaire du rapt dans la France du
XVllle siecle’, In Rapts. Réalités et imaginaire du Moyen Age aux Lumiéres, edited
by Gabriele Vickermann-Ribémont and Myriam White-Le Goff, 165-177. Paris:
Classiques Garnier, 2014.

Ginzburg, Carlo. The Cheese and the Worms: The Cosmos of a Sixteenth-Century
Miller, Transl. By John Tedeschi. Harmondsworth: Penguin books, 1986.

Godding, Philippe. ‘La famille dans le droit urbain de I'Europe du nord-ouest au
bas Moyen-Age’. In The Household in Late Medieval Cities, edited by Myriam
Carlier and Tim Soens, 25-36. Leuven: Garant, 2000.

Godding, Philippe. Le droit privé dans les Pays-Bas méridionaux du 12e au 18e siécle.
Brussels: Académie Royale de Belgique, 1987.

Goldberg, Jeremy. Communal Discord, Child Abduction, and Rape in the Later Middle

Ages. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008.



38 ABDUCTION, MARRIAGE, AND CONSENT IN THE LATE MEDIEVAL LOW COUNTRIES

Goldberg, Jeremy. ‘The Priest of Nottingham and the Holy Household of Ousegate:
Telling Tales in Court’. In Town Courts and Urban Society in Late Medieval
England, 1250-1500, edited by Richard Goddard and Teresa Phipps, 60—76.
Woodbridge: Boydell and Brewer, 2019.

Goldberg, Jeremy. Women, Work, and Life Cycle in a Medieval Economy: Women in
York and Yorkshire C. 1300 — 1520. Oxford: Clarendon, 1992.

Greilsammer, Myriam. ‘Rapts de séduction et rapts violents en Flandre et en Brabant
ala fin du Moyen-Age’. The Legal History Review 56, no. 1-2 (1988): 49-84.

Haase-Dubosc, Danielle. Ravie et enlevée: de l'enlévement des femmes comme stratégie
matrimoniale au XVlIle siécle. Paris: Albin Michel, 1999.

Haemers, Jelle. De Gentse opstand (1449—1453): de strijd tussen rivaliserende netwerken
om het stedelijk kapitaal. Heule: UGA, 2004.

Hage, Rolf. Eer tegen eer: een cultuurhistorische studie van schaking tijdens de
Republiek, 1580-1795. Hilversum: Verloren, 2019.

Hickman, Susan E., and Charlene L. Muehlenhard. “By the Semi-Mystical Appear-
ance of a Condom”: How Young Women and Men Communicate Sexual Consent
in Heterosexual Situations’. Journal of Sex Research 36, no. 3 (1999): 258—72.

Hoppenbrouwers, Peter. Village Community and Conflict in Late Medieval Drenthe.
Turnhout: Brepols, 2018.

Howell, Martha C. ‘The Problem of Women’s Agency in Late Medieval and Early
Modern Europe’. Women and Gender in the Early Modern Low Countries, 1500-1750,
edited by Sarah Joan Moran and Amanda C. Pipkin, 21-31. Leiden: Brill, 2019.

Hughes Dayton, Cornelia. ‘Rethinking Agency, Recovering Voices'. The American
Historical Review 109, no. 3 (2004): 827-843.

Jordan, Erin L. ‘The “Abduction” of Ida of Boulogne: Assessing Women’s Agency
in Thirteenth-Century France’. French Historical Studies 30, no. 1 (2007): 1—20.

Joye, Sylvie. La femme ravie: le mariage par rapt dans les sociétés occidentales du
Haut Moyen Age. Turnhout: Brepols, 2o12.

Kelleher, Marie. ‘Later Medieval Law in Community Context’. The Oxford Handbook
of Women and Gender in Medieval Europe, edited by Judith Bennett and Ruth
Karras, 133-147. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013.

Kelleher, Marie. The Measure of Woman: Law and Female Identity in the Crown of
Aragon. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2010.

Klep, Paul M. Bevolking en Arbeid in Transformatie: Een Onderzoek Naar de Ontwik-
kelingen in Brabant, 1700-1900. Nijmegen: Socialistiese Uitgeverij, 1981.

Korpiola, Mia. ‘An Act or a Process? Competing Views on Marriage Formation and
Legitimacy in Medieval Europe’. In Family, Marriage, and Property Devolution
in the Middle Ages, edited by Lars Ivar Hansen, 31—54. Tromsg: University of

Tromsg, 2000.



INTRODUCTION 39

Le Roy Ladurie, Emmanuel. Montaillou, village occitan de 1294 a 1324. Paris: Gal-
limard, 198s5.

McSheffrey, Shannon. ‘1 Will Never Have None Ayenst My Faders Will: Consent and
the Making of Marriage in the Late Medieval Diocese of London’. In Women,
Marriage, and Family in Medieval Christendom: Essays in Memory of Michael
M. Sheehan, edited by Constance M. Rousseau and Joel T. Rosenthal, 153—74.
Kalamazoo: Western Michigan University, 1998.

McSheffrey, Shannon, and Julia Pope. ‘Ravishment, Legal Narratives, and Chivalric
Culture in Fifteenth-Century England’. The Journal of British Studies 48, no. 4
(2009): 818—836.

Menuge, Noél James. ‘Female Wards and Marriage in Romance and Law: A Question
of Consent’. In Young Medieval Women, edited by Katherine J. Lewis, Noél James
Menuge, and Kim M. Phillips, 152—71. St-Martin’s Press, 1999.

Pedersen, Frederik. ‘Playing the System: Marriage Litigation in the Fourteenth
Century’. In Petitions and Strategies of Persuasion in the Middle Ages: The English
Crown and the Church, c.1200-c.1550, edited by Thomas William Smith and Helen
Killick, 185—201. Woodbridge: York Medieval Press, 2018.

Poska, Allyson M. ‘The Case for Agentic Gender Norms for Women in Early Modern
Europe’. Gender & History 30, no. 2 (2018): 354—365.

Prevenier, Walter. ‘Courtship’. In Women and Gender in Medieval Europe: An
Encyclopedia, edited by Margaret C. Schaus, 177-80. New York: Routledge, 2006.

Prevenier, Walter. ‘La démographie des villes du comté de Flandre aux XIVe et
XVe siecles. Etat de question. Essai d’interprétation’. Revue du Nord 65, no. 257
(1983) : 255—275.

Prevenier, Walter. Prinsen en poorters: beelden van de laat-middeleeuwse samenleving
in de Bourgondische Nederlanden 1384-1530. Antwerp: Mercatorfonds, 1998.
Prevenier, Walter, and Marc Boone. ‘De stadsstaat-droom (veertiende en vijftiende
eeuw)’. In Gent. Apologie van Een Rebelse Stad, 81-105. Antwerp: Mercatorfonds,

1989.

Prims, Floris. Rechterlijk Antwerpen in de middeleeuwen: de rechterlijke instellingen.
Antwerp: Confraternitas Sancti Yvonis, 1936.

Rousseaux, Xavier. ‘Crime, Justice, and Society in Medieval and Early Modern
Times: Thirty Years of Crime and Criminal Justice History’. Translated by Kevin
Dwyer. Crime, History & Societies 1, no.1 (1997): 87-118.

Seabourne, Gwen. Imprisoning Medieval Women: The Non-judicial Confinement
and Abduction of Women in England, c.11;70-1509. Farnham, Surrey ; Burlington:
Ashgate, 2011.

Sheehan, Michael McMahon. ‘Choice of Marriage Partner in the Middle Ages:
Development and Mode of Application of a Theory of Marriage’. In Medieval



40 ABDUCTION, MARRIAGE, AND CONSENT IN THE LATE MEDIEVAL LOW COUNTRIES

Families. Perspectives on Marriage, Household, and Children, edited by Carol
Neel, 157—91. Toronto: Toronto University Press, 2004.

Shepard, Alexandra. ‘Worthless Witnesses? Marginal Voices and Women’s Legal
Agency in Early Modern England’. Journal of British Studies 58, no. 4 (2019): 717-34.

Soly, Hugo. ‘De groei van een metropool’. In Antwerpen: twaalf eeuwen geschiedenis
en cultuur, edited by Karel Van Isacker and Raymond van Uytven, 84—92.
Antwerp: Mercatorfonds, 1986.

Strange, Carolyn. ‘Femininities and Masculinities. Looking Backward and Moving
Forward in Criminal Legal Historical Gender Research’. In The Oxford Handbook
of Legal History, edited by Markus D. Dubber and Christopher Tomlins, 221—41.
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2018.

Stretton, Tim. ‘Women, Legal Records, and the Problem of the Lawyer’s Hand".
Journal of British Studies 58, no. 4 (2019): 684—700.

Thomas, Lynn M. ‘Historicising Agency’, Gender & History 28, no. 2 (2016): 324—339.

Titone, Fabrizio. ‘The Right to Consent and Disciplined Dissent: Betrothals and
Marriages in the Diocese of Catania in the Later Medieval Period’. In Disciplined
Dissent. Strategies of Non-confrontational Protest in Europe from the Twelfth to the
Early Sixteenth Century, edited by Fabrizio Titone, 139—68. Rome: Viella, 2016.

Van der Linden, Florence. Visis articulis promotoris officii nostri: juridische benader-
ing van canonieke rechtspraak in de vijftiende-eeuwse officialiteiten van Brussel
en Kamerijk. Unpublished Master’s dissertation, Universiteit Gent, 2011.

Van Roey, J. ‘De bevolking'. In Antwerpen in de XVIde eeuw. Antwerp: Mercurius,
1976.

Van Rompaey, Jan. ‘Het compositierecht in Vlaanderen van de veertiende tot de
achttiende eeuw’, Tijdschrift voor Rechtsgeschiedenis 29, no. 1 (1961): 43—79.
Van Uytven, Raymond. Stadsfinancién en stadsekonomie te Leuven van de XIle tot
het einde der XVIe eeuw. Brussel: Koninklijke Academie voor Wetenschappen,

Letteren en Schone Kunsten van Belgié, 1961.

Van Zanden, Jan Luiten, Sarah Carmichael and Tine De Moor, Capital Women: The
European Marriage Pattern, Female Empowerment and Economic Development
in Western Europe 1300-1800. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2019.

Vernhes Rappaz, Sonia. “Rapt” et “séduction”, poursuite d'un crime moral et sexual
a Geneve au XVle siecle’. In Rapts. Réalités et imaginaire du Moyen Age aux
Lumiéres, edited by Gabriele Vickermann-Ribémont and Myriam White-Le
Goff, 87-103. Paris: Classiques Garnier, 2014.

Vleeschouwers- Van Melkebeek, Monique. ‘Aspects du lien matrimonial dans le
liber sentenciarum de Bruxelles (1448 — 1459). The Legal History Review 53,
no. 1-2 (1985): 43—97.

Vleeschouwers Van Melkebeek, Monique. ‘Bina matrimonia: matrimonium

praesumptum vs. matrimonium manifestum. Hoe passen de officialiteiten



INTRODUCTION 41

van Kamerijk en Brussel in de vijftiende eeuw canoniek recht en doctrine
terzake toe?’ In Auctoritates. Xenia R.C. van Caenegem Oblata. De auteurs van
de rechtsontwikkeling, edited by Serge Dauchy, Jos Monballyu, and A. Wijffels,
245-55. Brussels: Koninklijke Academie voor Wetenschappen, Letteren en
Schone Kunsten van Belgié, 1997.

Vleeschouwers-Van Melkebeek, Monique. ‘Emotional Mobility and Gender in the
Court Room: The Perspective of the Consistory Courts of Cambrai, Brussels and
Tournai’. Itineraria 8—9 (2009-2010): 301—26.

Vleeschouwers-Van Melkebeek, Monique. ‘Marital Breakdown before the Consistory
Courts of Brussels, Cambrai and Tournai: Judicial Separation a “Mensa et Thoro”.
The Legal History Review 72, no. 1 (2004): 81-89.

Walker, Garthine. ‘Rereading Rape and Sexual Violence in Early Modern England’.
Gender & History 10, no. 1 (1998): 1-25.

Wieben, Corinne. ‘Unwilling Grooms in Fourteenth-Century Lucca’. Journal of
Family History 40, no. 3 (2015): 263—-76.

Youngs, Deborah. ““She Hym Fresshely Folowed and Pursued” Women and Star
Chamber in Early Tudor Wales'. In Women, Agency and the Law, 1300-1700, edited
by Bronach Kane and Fiona Williamson, 73—85. London: Pickering & Chatto, 2013.






