
Sufi Lovers, Safavid Silks and  
Early Modern Identity



Visual and Material Culture, 1300-1700

A forum for innovative research on the role of images and objects in the late medieval and 
early modern periods, Visual and Material Culture, 1300-1700 publishes monographs and 
essay collections that combine rigorous investigation with critical inquiry to present new 
narratives on a wide range of topics, from traditional arts to seemingly ordinary things. 
Recognizing the f luidity of images, objects, and ideas, this series fosters cross-cultural as 
well as multi-disciplinary exploration. We consider proposals from across the spectrum 
of analytic approaches and methodologies.

Series Editor
Allison Levy is Digital Scholarship Editor at Brown University. She has authored or edited 
f ive books on early modern Italian visual and material culture.



Sufi Lovers, Safavid Silks and 
Early Modern Identity

Nazanin Hedayat Munroe

Amsterdam University Press



This publication of this book is made possible in part by a grant from the CUNY Academy for the 
Humanities and Sciences, City University of New York.

Cover illustration: Textile fragment depicting Layla and Majnun, with the signature ‘Work of Ghiyath’ 
(detail). Attributed to late sixteenth/early seventeenth century, Safavid Iran. Silk, metal-wrapped silk; 
satin lampas. L: 20 1/8 in. (51.08 cm), W: 27 in. (68.55 cm). The Textile Museum, Washington, DC (3.312). 
Acquired by George Hewitt Myers in 1952.

Cover design: Coördesign, Leiden
Lay-out: Crius Group, Hulshout

isbn	 978 94 6372 173 8
e-isbn	 978 90 4855 114 9
doi	 10.5117/9789463721738
nur	 654

© Nazanin Hedayat Munroe / Amsterdam University Press B.V., Amsterdam 2023

All rights reserved. Without limiting the rights under copyright reserved above, no part of this book 
may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or 
by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise) without the written 
permission of both the copyright owner and the author of the book.

Every effort has been made to obtain permission to use all copyrighted illustrations reproduced in 
this book. Nonetheless, whosoever believes to have rights to this material is advised to contact the 
publisher.



For my family,  
and the weavers of my ancestral past




