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Early modern oceans not only provided temperate climates, resources, and
opportunities for commercial exchange, they also played a central role in
cultural life. Increased exploration, travel, and trade, marked this period of
history, and early modern seascapes were cultural spaces and contact zones,
where connections and circulations occurred outside established centres of
control and the dictates of individual national histories. Likewise, coastlines,
rivers, and ports were all key sites for commercial and cultural exchange.
Interdisciplinary in its approach, Maritime Humanities, 1400-1800: Cultures of the
Sea publishes books that conceptually engage with issues of globalization, post-
colonialism, eco-criticism, environmentalism, and the histories of science and
technology. The series puts maritime humanities at the centre of a transnational
historiographical scholarship that seeks to transform traditional land-based
histories of states and nations by focusing on the cultural meanings of the early

modern ocean.
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‘Muchos viajardny el conocimiento aumentard’’

‘[...] Esparia descubrié el Nuevo Mundo para que todas las naciones
estuvieran bajo una sola ley’.?

1 Multipertransibunt & augebitur cientia (‘Many shall run to and for, and knowledge shall
be increased’). Prophecy from the Book of Daniel 12:4, on the frontispiece of Francis Bacon’s
Instauratio Magna, first published in London in 1620.

2 Campanella, Tommaso, (‘Spain discovered the New World so that all nations would be under
asingle law’) ‘La Imaginaria ciudad del sol, idea de una Republica Filosofica’, in: Imaz Eugenio,
Utopias del Renacimiento, 17" ed., Fondo de Cultura Econémica, Mexico, 2009, page 30.



Emma, your life resembles that of the protagonists
of this book: it has been full of questions, discoveries,
adventures, and new horizons. Like the explorers
of the Atlantic, you do not like limits: you are
independent and stubborn, and I hope that you will
be like that forever.



