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The International Institute for Asian Studies is a research and exchange platform based in Leiden, 

the Netherlands. Its objective is to encourage the interdisciplinary and comparative study of Asia and 

to promote (inter)national cooperation. IIAS focuses on the humanities and social sciences and on 

their interaction with other sciences. It stimulates scholarship on Asia and is instrumental in forging 

research networks among Asia Scholars. Its main research interests are reflected in the three book 

series published with Amsterdam University Press: Global Asia, Asian Heritages and Asian Cities.

IIAS acts as an international mediator, bringing together various parties in Asia and other parts 

of the world. The Institute works as a clearinghouse of knowledge and information. This entails 

activities such as providing information services, the construction and support of international 

networks and cooperative projects, and the organisation of seminars and conferences. In this way, 

IIAS functions as a window on Europe for non-European scholars and contributes to the cultural 

rapprochement between Europe and Asia.

IIAS Publications Officer: Paul van der Velde

IIAS Assistant Publications Officer: Mary Lynn van Dijk

Global Asia

Asia has a long history of transnational linkage with other parts of the world. Yet the contribution of 

Asian knowledge, values, and practices in the making of the modern world has largely been overlooked 

until recent years. The rise of Asia is often viewed as a challenge to the existing world order. Such 

a bifurcated view overlooks the fact that the global order has been shaped by Asian experiences as 

much as the global formation has shaped Asia. The Global Asia Series takes this understanding as the 

point of departure. It addresses contemporary issues related to transnational interactions within the 

Asian region, as well as Asia’s projection into the world through the movement of goods, people, ideas, 

knowledge, ideologies, and so forth. The series aims to publish timely and well-researched books that 

will have the cumulative effect of developing new perspectives and theories about global Asia.

Series Editor

Tak-Wing Ngo, University of Macau, China

Editorial Board

Kevin Hewison, The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, USA; Hagen Koo, University of 

Hawaii, USA; Loraine Kennedy, École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales (EHESS), France; 

Guobin Yang, University of Pennsylvania, USA



Globalizing Asian Religions

Management and Marketing

Edited by 
Wendy Smith, Hirochika Nakamaki, Louella Matsunaga,  

and Tamasin Ramsay

Amsterdam University Press



Publications

global asia 8

Cover image: The Kalpa Tree of the Brahma Kumaris, incorporating all other religions. 
Source: © Brahma Kumaris Australia.

Cover design: Coördesign, Leiden
Layout: Crius Group, Hulshout

isbn	 978 94 6298 144 7
e-isbn	 978 90 4853 109 7 (pdf)
doi	 10.5117/I9789462981447

nur	 718

© Wendy Smith, Hirochika Nakamaki, Louella Matsunaga & Tamasin Ramsay / Amsterdam 
University Press B.V., Amsterdam 2019

All rights reserved. Without limiting the rights under copyright reserved above, no part of 
this book may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted, 
in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise) 
without the written permission of both the copyright owner and the author of the book.

Every effort has been made to obtain permission to use all copyrighted illustrations 
reproduced in this book. Nonetheless, whosoever believes to have rights to this material is 
advised to contact the publisher.



This volume is dedicated to 
Professor Peter B. Clarke (1940-2011), 

our colleague, mentor, and friend who sadly passed away 
before the manuscript could be completed.




