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Uğur Ümit Üngör received his Ph.D. in 2009 (cum laude) from the University 
of Amsterdam. In 2008-09, he was Lecturer in International History at the 
Department of History of the University of Sheff ield, and in 2009-10, he was 
Post-Doctoral Research Fellow at the Centre for War Studies of University 
College Dublin. Currently he is Associate Professor at the Department of 
History at Utrecht University and Research Fellow at NIOD Institute for War, 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies in Amsterdam. His main area of interest 
is the historical sociology of mass violence, and he is currently leading a 
large research project on paramilitarism.

Diana Oncioiu studied Political Science at the University of Bucharest, 
where she received her B.A. in Romanian Politics and M.A. in Comparative 
Politics. Her interest in genocide and transitional justice led her to the 
University of Amsterdam in 2010, where she received an M.A. in “Holocaust 
and Genocide Studies” cum laude. Nowadays she is a freelance journalist 
based in Bucharest, writing mainly on social issues and disadvantaged 
groups.

Christophe Busch is the managing director of Kazerne Dossin: Memorial, 
Museum and Documentation Center on Holocaust and Human Rights in 
Mechelen, Belgium. He holds an M.A. in Criminology (University of Ghent), 
an M.A. in Holocaust and Genocide Studies (University of Amsterdam), and 
currently follows Terrorism Studies at the University of St Andrews. He is 
mainly focused on perpetrator behavior and doing PhD research at the 
University of Amsterdam on the complexity of collective violence. Together 
with Robert Jan Van Pelt, he published Het Höcker Album: Auschwitz door 
de lens van de SS (2013).

Kjell Anderson is a criminologist and jurist specializing in the causes and 
prevention of mass atrocities. He holds an L.L.M. in International Protec-
tion of Human Rights from Utrecht University and M.A. and B.A. degrees 
in conflict studies from Carleton University (Ottawa, Canada) and the 
University of Saskatchewan (Saskatoon, Canada) respectively. His doctoral 
research in law at the National University of Ireland involved interviews 
with perpetrators and victims of genocide and crimes against humanity in 
various countries. Currently he works as lecturer and researcher at NIOD 
Institute for War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies.
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Alex de Jong is co-director of the International Institute for Research 
and Education (IIRE) in Amsterdam. He has a B.A. in history from Rad-
boud University of Nijmegen and received an M.A. (cum laude) from the 
University of Amsterdam. He is an editor of the website Grenzeloos.org. 
He is particularly interested in the history of leftwing and revolutionary 
movements in Southeast Asia.

Sandra Korstjens (1988) completed her B.Sc. in Public Administration at 
Leiden University in 2010. During her M.A. in Holocaust & Genocide Studies 
at the University of Amsterdam, she focused on the genocidal regime in 
Cambodia in the 1970s. One of her main interests is the organizational 
structure of the Khmer Rouge. After successfully completing f ield and 
archival research, she graduated cum laude in 2011. Since 2012, she has been 
based in São Paulo, Brazil. Currently she is working as the Latin America 
correspondent for one of the largest news channels in the Netherlands.

Franziska Karpinski completed her undergraduate degree in American 
Studies and Modern European History at the Free University Berlin before 
receiving her M.A. in Holocaust and Genocide Studies from the University 
of Amsterdam cum laude in 2012. Her main research interests include the 
history and dynamics of mass political violence and genocide in twentieth-
century Europe, with an emphasis on perpetrator research. She was an 
intern at the German Historical Institute in Washington D.C. in 2012 and 
is currently pursuing her Ph.D. in History at Loughborough University.

Elysia Ruvinsky holds a juris doctor from the University of Washington 
School of Law with concentrations in international and public interest 
law. Prior to law school, Elysia received an M.A. in Holocaust and Genocide 
Studies cum laude from the University of Amsterdam. She wrote her thesis 
on the use of sexual violence against males during conflicts in the former 
Yugoslavia and great lakes regions. Elysia also holds a B.A. in History from 
the University of Washington. Her research interests include gender-
inclusive responses to sexual violence against males, transitional justice, 
international human rights, and criminal and humanitarian law.

Laura Boerhout is a Ph.D. candidate at the Amsterdam School for Herit-
age and Memory Studies (ASHMS) of the University of Amsterdam. Her 
main research interests are (intergenerational) transmission of memories, 
transcultural memory, oral history, memory activism, with a particular 
focus on Southeastern Europe. Besides her academic work, she teaches 
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in non-formal education and organizes educational f ilm workshops and 
exhibitions on the legacy of war in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Suzanne Hoeksema holds a M.Sc. (cum laude) in International Relations 
and Peace and Conflict Studies from Uppsala University and an M.A. (cum 
laude) in Holocaust and Genocide Studies. She was program officer at Hivos 
and Movies that Matter, and research assistant at NIOD. She currently works 
as copywriter and storyteller at Doculavie in Amsterdam, where she writes 
stories and organizes strategic workshops, expert meetings, public lectures, 
study tours, and neighborhood activities. Her areas of interest and expertise 
are social justice, human rights, women’s rights, sexual and reproductive 
rights, children’s rights, transitional justice, and peace and conflict.

Thijs Bouwknegt studied Non-Western History and International and 
European Law at the University of Groningen (1999-2006) and Holocaust 
and Genocide Studies at the University of Amsterdam (2011). He was a legal 
intern at the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
(2004) and the International Criminal Court (2006), and from 2008 to 2012 
he was senior editor and correspondent for the International Justice Tribune 
and Radio Netherlands Worldwide, covering war crimes trials at various 
international tribunals. He is currently a Ph.D. candidate at NIOD Institute 
for War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies. His main area of interest is the 
historical legacy of atrocity trials and truth commissions dealing with mass 
violence in sub-Saharan Africa.

Philip Spencer is Director of the Helen Bamber Centre for the Study of 
Rights, Conflict and Mass Violence of Kingston University. The center, which 
he founded in 2004, provides a focus for research and teaching in these 
areas. He has published widely in the f ield of genocide studies, including 
Genocide Since 1945 (London: Routledge, 2012). His research interests include 
the Holocaust, comparative genocide, nationalism, and anti-Semitism. He is 
also director of the European Research Department, where the central focus 
is on European political and cultural identity, with an overall concern for 
the changing forms, boundaries, and future of Europe in the modern world.

Ton Zwaan is emeritus Associate Professor of Sociology and Anthropology 
at the University of Amsterdam. He studied social sciences at the University 
of Amsterdam, worked at Radboud University Nijmegen as a researcher 
for the Institute of Cultural and Social Anthropology, at the University of 
Amsterdam as a member of the Sociology and History department, and at 
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the Open University as a member of the Faculty of Cultural Sciences. Until 
2011 he was Assistant Professor at the Anthropology and Sociology Depart-
ment of the University of Amsterdam and a member of the academic staff of 
NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust and Genocide Studies. His publications 
include Civilisering en decivilisering (2001) and Genocide en de crisis van 
Joegoslavië 1985-2005 (2005).


