
Simone Knewitz, Stefanie Mueller (eds.)

The Aesthetics of Collective Agency

Critical Futures Volume 3



Editorial

This book series brings together critical perspectives on the discourses, narratives,

and cultural practices that shape imaginaries of ”the future.” Positioning futures as

critical asks us to recognize the role of worldmaking in the face of multiple plane-

tary crises as a matter of urgency and risk. At the same time, critical futures sig-

nify a turn towards complexity beyond the rhetoric of utopia and dystopia. At the

intersections of the environmental humanities, speculative fiction, and science &

technology studies, Critical Futures offers opportunities to explore the potential of

literature and the arts to shift habitualways of ordering theworld and strives topro-

mote epistemologies, pedagogies, and ethics suited to the messy realities of more

equitable and ecologically viable futures.

This series is edited by Moritz Ingwersen, Solvejg Nitzke, Regina Schober and Jens

Temmen.

Advisory Board: Neda Atanasoski, Brent Ryan Bellamy, Florian Cord, Kylie Crane,

CarolineEdwards, JuliaGrillmayr,AnnaMcFarlane,HeikePaul andAlisonSperling.

Simone Knewitz is senior lecturer for North American Studies at Rheinische

Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universität Bonn, Germany. Her research focuses on po-

etry and poetics, cultural aesthetics and rhetoric, and the intersections of law,

economics, and culture. Her current projects explore collective agency in twenty-

first century North American poetry and protest movements, and the politics of

whiteness in contemporary U.S. political discourses.

Stefanie Mueller is Professor of North American Literature at Freie Univer-

sität Berlin, Germany. Her research areas include the environmental, legal, and

economic humanities, with current research projects exploring citizenship in

contemporary U.S. lyric poetry and law as well as the representation of the scales

of climate change in literature.
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