Foreword

This book arose out of the conference ‘Central and
Eastern Europe After the First World War’, held be-
tween 31 January and 2 February 2018 in the Embassy
of the Slovak Republic in Berlin. We are especially
grateful for the hospitality and support provided by
Ambassador Dr Peter Lizdk and Dr Viera Po-
lakovicovd, Embassy counsellor and Director of the
Slovak Institute, both before and during the confer-
ence. The conference organisers were the Institute of
European Network Remembrance and Solidarity,
Warsaw, and the Federal Institute for Culture and
History of the Germans in Eastern Europe, Oldenburg,
in partnership with the University of Leipzig - Centre
for Area Studies; the Jagiellonian University of Cra-
cow, Department of Historical Anthropology; the
Pavol Jozef Safarik University in KoSice, Department
of History; the Hungarian Academy of Science, Insti-
tute for Humanities, Research Center for History; the
Babes-Bolyai University of Cluj-Napoca; and the Slo-
vak Institute in Berlin.

Funding was provided by the Federal Government
Commissioner for Culture and the Media (Germany),
and the Ministry of Culture and National Heritage of
the Republic of Poland as part of the multi-annual
programme ‘Niepodlegta’ 2017-2021.

The present volume has been prepared in collabo-
ration with the open-air exhibition designed by Euro-
pean Network Remembrance and Solidarity, ‘After
the Great War. A New Europe 1918-1923’, which has
already visited a number of European cities and is
continuing its tour.

The purpose of the European Network is to enable
multilateral collaboration in the analysis and presen-

tation of the history of the 20th century. The network
has become a forum for international discussion of
historical facts, and of historical images and the cul-
tures of memory. A key aspect of its work is the ac-
knowledgement of the perspective of the ‘other’,
shaped by each individual’s own specific historical
experiences. These experiences include the First
World War, which did not end in 1918 in Eastern Eu-
rope, where political and social conflicts, some of
them violent, persisted until 1923. The introductory
historical overview and the specific case studies in
this volume present the origins, actors and events of
these five turbulent years.

We are grateful to the authors for preparing their
contributions to this book. We owe particular thanks
to Dr Tobias Weger for his extensive support in com-
piling the introduction, and in the editing of individ-
ual chapters.

We would also like to thank Sarah Patey for much
help both with translation and with language editing.
The English version would not have happened with-
out the help of the other persons in the translation
team: Edward Assarabowski, Ruth Chester and Dar-
ren Chastney. Our gratitude goes also to Anna Clart
for proofreading and to Sylvia Ullrich of the publish-
ing house Isensee in Oldenburg for designing and lay-
ing out the text.

Finally, we owe thanks to Dr Winson Chu, Dr Si-
mon Smith, and Agnes Fellner for reading through
the texts and providing expert advice, to Benjamin
Sasse for advice on content and presentation, and to
Martina Nitschke-Richter and Lennart Hoes for the
cover design.

Editors, in March 2021






