
Preface
This volume is based on a conference held in Essen, Germany, from 21 to 23 
June 2023. It was hosted by the research project “Cultures of Compromise” and or
ganized by the editors. “Cultures of Compromise” and the conference were sup
ported by the Universities of Duisburg-Essen, Münster, and Bochum. The research 
project and the conference received generous funding from the Ministry of Culture 
and Science of the State of North Rhine-Westphalia, for which we would like to ex
press our gratitude. We are indebted to all those who attended the conference and 
contributed to the discussions. Helen Amin, Cara Eisberg, Benjamin Hassenpflug, 
Lisa Olbering, Bithleem Maria Sagiroglou, Isabel Vehrkamp, and Andrew Witten
brink contributed with their characteristic dedication and reliability to the produc
tion of this volume as student assistants to the project, for which we are very grate
ful. We would also like to thank Lydia J. White for her excellent copy-editing. We 
are grateful to Richard Thrift and Kirstin de Boer for further assistance in editing 
this volume. Our collaboration with the publishing house De Gruyter, and with So
phie Wagenhofer and Jana Fritsche in particular, was both pleasant and construc
tive. Special thanks are due to Ute Schneider, Constantin Goschler, and Ulrich Wil
lems, the Directors of “Cultures of Compromise,” without whom neither the 
conference nor this volume would have been possible. When we were preparing 
this volume for printing, we learned of Alin Fumurescu’s death. We fondly remem
ber his inspiring keynote speech at the conference from which this volume 
emerged. We are deeply saddened by his untimely passing. Our sympathies are 
with his family, who have to live with the gap he leaves behind.
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