Glossary

Most Indian technical terms listed below are Sanskrit words or derivatives from Sanskrit. Only if they are
clearly derived from Kannada or another language, or are spelled differently in Kannada, has this been
specifically mentioned.

abhiseka Ablution or anointment ceremony.

Abhiseka Laksm1 The goddess Laksmi, lustrated by two elephants. Alternatively: GajalaksmT.
acdrya A preceptor or leader of a group of Jaina ascetics, a mendicant scholar and teacher.
Adhatdvipa One and a half islands. The central one-and-a-half island continents of the Jaina cosmos.
adhisthana The moulded plinth of a temple.

Adinatha The first Jina. Alternatively: Rsabha, Rsabhanatha.

Adiévara Alternative for Adinatha, the first Jina.

aditirtha The first and foremost important religious site in a region.

advaita Non-dualism.

Agamas Sacred Jaina literature.

agrahdram A grant of land and the income from it, usually made to a religious institution.
agramandapa The entrance hall or porch of a temple.

ahimsa The key virtue of the Jainas of non-violence or non-injury.

aikya Final step of the satsthala, known as total fusion.

ajji Jaina nun. Alternatively: dryika, kanti (ganti).

al-Andalus Name referring to the Muslim-ruled areas of the Iberian Peninsula between the eighth and
the fifteenth century CE.

aliyasantanam [Kannada] Tradition of the female heir in the coastal region of Karnataka.

Alvars (Alvars, Alvars) South Indian, bhakti Vaisnava saints, who lived in the about the fifth to ninth
centuries CE.

amalaka A domical ribbed ring stone at the summit of temple structures.

Ambika “Mother.” A Jaina goddess and yaksi. Amongst the Digambara Jainas of Karnataka, she is better
known as Kusamandini. She is associated with the male yaksa Gomedha (Sarvahana) and the Jina
Neminatha.

Anantanatha The fourteenth Jina.

anekantavada / anekanta The doctrine of many principles, the manifold nature of reality and of non-one-
sidedness in Jainism.

ankana [Kannada] A bay formed by pillars in a temple space. In northern architecture known as ksana.
Annapirnesvara The goddess of food.

antardla Vestibule at the front of a sanctum. Alternatively: kapili, Sukandsa, Sukandsi.
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antardla jalas Pierced stone screens, separating the antarala from the adjacent hall.
Anubhava Mantapa “Hall of Experience.”

anvaya A lineage of individual Jaina teachers, a subdivision of Jaina monks. Alternatively: gana, gaccha,
sangha.

aparigraha Vow of non-possession.

apsard Female heavenly figure, often adorning the outside of temples.

aradhyadevata Deity of worship.

dratf Temple ritual involving the waving of a light or lamp in front of a statue.

ardhamandapa Temple porch, entrance hall. Alternatively: mukhamandapa, mukhasala or mukhacatuski.

arhat “Worthy of worship” or “a worthy one.” Someone who has attained kevalajiiana. Alternative term
for kevalin, Jina or Tirthankara.

aryan Ethnocultural self-designation by Indo-Iranians settling in North India in ancient times, contrasting
themselves with the dravidian cultures of South India.

aryika Jaina nun. Alternatively: ajji, kanti (ganti).

astadikapalas [Sanskrit] / astadikapalakas [Kannada] The eight divinities of the four cardinal and four
ordinal directions.

astaprakari paja The paja of eight substances.
astavarana The eight “pillars” or “shields” of support in Virasaivism.
Asvamedha ydga Royal Vedic ritual of horse sacrifice.

asvapada Threshold in the shape of a moonstone at the bottom of stairs leading into a temple.
Alternatively: candrasila. In the north, the term ardhacandra is more common.

Atimarga Outer Path.

atman An individual’s inner self, spirit or soul.

attdrs A community of perfume sellers.

avatara “Descent.” Manifestation, material appearance, incarnation.
badmashes [Anglo-Indian] Rogues or rascals.

bagilu [Kannada] Gate.

Bahubali Son of Rsabhanatha, the first Jina, and brother of Bharata. He meditated so long in an upright,
standing position that creepers grew over his body. He is the model of a Jaina ascetic. Alternatively:
Gommatesvara or Gommata.

balipitha Altar or sacrificial slab for leaving offerings at the front of a basadi.
Banajiga Merchant. Alternatively: Banjiga, Banajiga, Bania, Baniya or Banija.
bandhana External temple moulding with diamond patterns. Alternatively: ratna, ratnabandha.

basadi Term for a Jaina temple in South India, mainly in Karnataka. The term has been derived from the
Sanskrit word vasati, meaning temple. Alternatively: basti.
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Basava Founder of Virasaivism and reformer of an earlier form of Lingayatism, who lived in the twelfth
century CE. Alternatively: Basavanna, Basavésvara (Basavesvara).

Basava Purdna A thirteenth-century CE epic poem and sacred text of Virasaivism, narrating the life story
of Basava.

bel [Kannada] White.
bhadra An outside central projecting niche on a temple wall.

Bhadrabahu Jaina teacher, who after the east Indian famine of the fourth century BCE, allegedly led one
section of the Jaina community south to the pilgrimage centre of Shravanabelgola.

Bhairava Wrathful incarnation of the Hindu god Siva.

Bhakta Someone who practises bhakti.

bhakti “Devotion.” Respect, love and personal surrender to one supreme deity.

bhakti marga The devotional path.

bhanddra / bhandara A Jaina library.

Bharata / Bharatesvara First emperor of this world age, son of Rsabha and brother of Bahubali.

bhattaraka Head of a traditional Digambara religious institution, such as a monastery or a religious
library. Bhattarakas are celibate but not fully-initiated ascetics, taking a hereditary name and wearing
orange robes.

bhavapaja Mental or contemplative worship in Jainism.
bhoja (bhojaka) Priest of a Jaina temple.

bhrtydcdra Acting as a servant to one’s society and fellow believers. One of the five Viradaiva regulating
principles of conduct.

bhata A supernatural being, usually the ghost of an ancestor.
bhataradhane [Kannada] Worship of the deceased ancestor.

bhuvanesvari Round corbelled ceiling in a temple. Alternatively: sabhamandaraka, padmanabha,
padmamandaraka, sabhapadmamandaraka.

bilvasvilva leaves Leaves from a sacred Indian tree, used in Saiva and Virasaiva ritual
bimba Figural statue, icon. Alternatively: marti.

bismillah / basmala [Arabic] An Islamic prayer formula, a qur’anic term referring to Allah (al-A’1a) which
accompanies the five daily prayers and appears at the start of each chapter (surah) in the Qur’an.

Bittideva Hindu religious name of Visnuvardhana, a Hoysala king (ca. 1104-1141 CE), who was originally a
Jaina but who under the influence of Ramanuja converted to Srivaisnavism.

BJP Bharatiya Janata Party.
Bodhisattva / bodhisattva One who follows the teachings of the Buddha. A Buddha-to-be.
Brahma A Hindu god.

Brahma / Brahmadeva A Jaina yaksa and ksetrapala.
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Brahma stambha Sacred Jaina temple pillar, topped by a representation of the yaksa and ksetrapala
Brahmadeva.

Brahmadeva pillar See Brahma stambha.
brahmadéya A donation made to brahmans.

brahman “Ultimate reality.” The term is also used for members of the priestly class of the Hindu caste
system. In Karnataka there are also so-called Jaina brahmans, that is, Hindu brahmans whose families
converted to Jainism.

Brahman See: brahman

brahmanda The “Brahma egg,” meaning the universe.

brahmanical Hindu.

brahmaradhane [Kannada] Worship of Brahma.

Brahmasiva A twelfth-century Kannada Jaina author and poet.

cabatard Low offering table in a temple.

caityalaya A temple structure.

cakravartin Universal worldly or religious monarch. Alternatively: mahdpurusa.
Cakresvari A Jaina yaks, associated with the yaksa Gomukha and the Jina Adinatha.
camaradhara / cauridhara A flywhisk bearer.

Camunda Fearsome Hindu mother goddess. She is one of the seven mother goddesses and one of the
most powerful yoginis of Tantric Hinduism.

Candragiri The smaller hill at Shravanabelgola. Alternatively: Candrabetta, Chota Pahar, Cikkabetta,
Kalvappu, Katavapra (Katavapra).

Candragupta Maurya Founder of the Mauryan dynasty and grandfather of the famous emperor ASoka in
the fourth and third century BCE.

Candranatesvara The eighth Jina. Alternatively: Candranatha, Candraprabhu.
Candranatha The eighth Jina. Alternatively: Candraprabhu, Candranatesvara.
Candraprabhu The eighth Jina. Alternatively: Candranatha, Candranatesvara

candrasila Threshold in the shape of a moonstone at the bottom of stairs leading into a temple.
Alternatively: asvapdada. In the north, the term ardhacandra is more common.

caturmas / caturmasa The four-month rain retreat obligatory for Jaina ascetics.
caturmukha A four-faced Jina image. Alternatively: caumukha.

caturmukha temple A temple housing a four-faced Jina image. Alternatively: sarvatobhadra or
sarvatobhadrika temple. In Kannada: sarvatobhadra.

caturmukhalinga A four-faced linga.
caturvimsati Twenty-four.

caturvimsati jinalaya A )aina temple enshrining statues of all the twenty-four Jinas. In Karnataka
alternatively: caturvimsati Tirthankara basad.
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caturvimsati Tirthankara basadi A Jaina temple in Karnataka, enshrining statues of all the twenty-four
Jinas. Alternatively: caturvimsati jinalaya.

catuski The four-pillared hall, porch or pavilion of a temple.
caubis-Tirthankara The twenty-four Jinas.

caubist / cauvisi Stone slab depicting all the twenty-four Jinas. Usually there is one central seated or
standing image surrounded by depictions of the other twenty-three Tirthankaras. Alternatively: caubisi
pata, caturvimsati pata.

caumukha A four-faced Jina image. Alternatively: caturmukha.
cauridhara / camaradhara A flywhisk bearer.

cauvisi / caubisi Stone slab depicting all the twenty-four Jinas. Usually there is one central seated or
standing image surrounded by depictions of the other twenty-three Tirthankaras. Alternatively: caubist
pata, caturvimsati pata.

Cavundaraya A Jaina minister and general, who served under King Racamalla IV and his successor Ganga
Marasimha. He commissioned the Bahubali monolith on Vindhyagiri. His name is also spelled Camundaraya.

choultry Rest house.
cilika A small pavilion, in Jaina art, for instance, at the tip of a manastambha.

Daksin Bharat Jain Sabhd Digambara Jaina organisation based in Southern Maharashtra and North
Karnataka.

dana Donation.

danacintamani “Jewel of benevolence.” An honorific title.

danasala Charity home.

dargah [Persian] The tomb or shrine of a Muslim Sufi saint.

darsana “View,” “sight.” The meeting of the devotee with the eyes of the deity.
ddsoha “Contribution.” The religious ideal of redistributing wealth.

desa Land.

desT Folk, folkish.

deva, devatd God, male divinity.

devdlaya / Jaina devalaya A (Jaina) temple.

devi Goddess, female divinity.

Dharanendra Yaksa Popular Jaina yaksa, associated with the yaksT Padmavati and the Jina Parévanatha.
dharma Law, religion.

dhvajastambha Flagpole.

Digambara “Sky clad.” The group of Jainas whose male mendicants reject clothing and go naked. This
group is more numerous in the south of India and in Karnataka.

Digambara Miila Sangha The main branch and oldest monastic order of Digambara Jainism in South
India.
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dikapadla / dikapalaka Regent of the directions.
diksa Religious initiation.

dipastambha Light pillar.

Doddappa [Kannada] Paternal uncle.

dravida The south Indian temple idiom.

Dravida Sangha The Digambara Jaina community founded by Vajranandi in Madurai, Tamil Nadu, in the
fifth or the ninth/tenth century CE. It also played an important role in Karnataka.

dravidian South Indian; pertaining to South Indian culture and tradition.

dravidian / dravidic temples South Indian temples.

Durga Powerful Hindu goddess associated with motherhood and war.

dvaita Dualism, dualistic doctrine.

dvara Door, doorway.

dvaramandapa A relatively complex gateway structure. Alternatively: pratoll. In Kannada: pratolr.
dvarapdla Door guardian.

dvarasala [Sanskrit] / dvarasobha [Kannada] Small, ordinary entrance gate.
dvikatacala Double temple, usually with two shrines side by side or facing one another.
ekamukhaliriga A one-faced linga.

ekanta One-sided.

ekantavada Absolutist doctrine of one principle only with regards to divine provenance and existence as a
whole.

gaccha A lineage of individual Jaina teachers, a subdivision of Jaina monks. Alternatively: gana, anvaya,
sangha.

Gajalaksmi Representation of the goddess Laksm lustrated by two elephants. Often found on the central
block of the lintel leading into Jaina temples and sanctums. Alternatively: Abhiseka Laksmi.

gana A lineage of individual Jaina teachers, a subdivision of Jaina monks. Alternatively: gaccha, anvaya,
sangha. The term is also used by Siva groups.

gandcara Working, serving and even fighting to defend the Lingayat community. One of the five Virasaiva
regulating principles of conduct (paficacara).

ganadhara Head of a gana and in Jainism a follower of the Jinas.

gandhakuti A wooden frame to hold lights or to display multiple statues inside a temple.
Ganesa Elephant-headed divinity, popular in Hindu and Jaina worship.

garbhagrha The sanctum of a temple.

Garuda Carrier animal of the Hindu god Visnu.

Gauda A Jaina caste in Karnataka.

gavaksa Horseshoe arch. Alternatively: katu, nasr.
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gavunda Landowner.
ghanta Bell.
Gomedha (Sarvahana) A Jaina yaksa, associated with the yaksT Kusamandint and the Jina Neminatha.

Gommatesvara Son of Rsabhanatha, the first Jina, and brother of Bharata. Meditated so long that
creepers grew over his body. Model of a Jaina ascetic. Same as: Bahubali or Gommata.

gomukh Cow head.
Gomukha Jaina yaksa associated with the yaksT Cakresvari and the Jina Adinatha.

gopura [Sanskrit] / gopura [Kannada] South Indian gateway structure belonging to a temple or sacred
compound.

gudda The lower of two main Jaina castes, comprising the majority of the Jaina populace of Karnataka,
many of whom were converts from other faith groups.

gadhamandapa A closed temple hall.

guha A cave.

guha jindlaya A Jaina cave temple.

gulla / gullakayi Hairy-fruited eggplant, solanum ferox.

Gullekayi Ajji Kusamandint in the disguise of an old lady, who allegedly performed ablutions on the tall
statue of Gommatesvara at Shravanabelgola with the little milk contained in a gullakayi fruit.

guru Spiritual teacher.

Gurusthala Monastic tradition which traces the origins of the Virasaiva movement to a lineage of five
masters (paficacaryas).

guruvadis Jaina monastic orders.

Hadiths [Arabic] The sayings or traditions of the Prophet Muhammad.

halal [Arabic] “Permissible,” “permitted,” “lawful” (in Islam).

hara Miniature pavilion decorating the pronounced eaves (kapota) of dravidia temples.

hastihasta The stylised elephant trunk design decorating the balustrade frames flanking the stairs
leading to temples.

heggade [Kannada] “Chiefman,” “Headman of a village.” Today, usually a feudal lord of a temple town
and religious chief, also responsible for solving disputes. It can also be a head of a Saiva matha.
Alternatively: herggade, mathadhipati.

homa Fire offerings in Jaina and Hindu temples.

homakunda Receptacle for making fire offerings.

I$ana The guardian (dikapala) of the north-eastern direction.

ista Meditation.

istadevata The chosen, personal deity of a person.

istalinga “Personal linga.” The object of veneration for all Virasaivas to carry on their body.

jagati The terrace or platform raising a temple above the ground. Alternatively: vedr.
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Jaina A follower of the Jinas.

Jjakka Kannada for yaksT.

jair Perforated stone screen, often found in the temple architecture of Karnataka.

janapada “Foothold of a people.” Settlements or countries demarcated by boundaries in ancient India.

jangama “Moving,” as for instance in jarigama lingas, moving lingas, carried by the believers. Refers also
to living beings that can move, such as devotees and wandering Virasaiva mendicants.

jangamana “The moving One.” Virasaiva (and formerly also Kalamukha) itinerant sage who has attained
oneness with the linga, turning himself into a moving temple. Today, the term is also used to refer to a
group of hereditary Virasaiva priests.

jarigha Outer wall of a temple.
jati Sub-caste.

Jina “Conqueror,” “spiritual victor.” The twenty-four enlightened teachers of each world age. Alternatively:
arhat, kevalin and Tirthankara

jindlaya Jaina temple. Alternatively: jinamandira.
jinaratha festival A Jaina festival procession involving a chariot.

Jvalamalini A Jaina goddess and yaksT, also known as Jvala Devi. Amongst the Svetambaras, she is
referred to as Bhrkuti. She is connected with the yaksa Syama and the Jina Candraprabhu.

Jjyotirlinga “Linga of light.” There are sixty-four main /inga temples at different sites in India.
kaksdsana A sloping seat with backrest in a temple.
kala gulaguiiji [Sanskrit] / madhavi [Kannada] A creeper.

kalamukha / kdlamukha “Face of time.” Vanitas motif. Ornament found on Hindu architecture.
Alternatively: kirttimukha.

Kalamukhas The “dark” or “black-faced ones.” Ascetic followers of an early heterodox bhakti Saiva order,
worshipping the male god Bhairava. They were especially influential from the ninth to the thirteenth
century. Alternatively: Kalamukhas, Kalamukhas. See Chapter 1, section 5.2.3.

kalasa A narrow-mouthed water-pot-like ornament placed at the tip of the superstructure of a basadi or
temple.

Kali Hindu goddess associated with death, who plays an important role in Tantric cults.
kamal Lotus.

kamandalu A water pot carried by Jaina ascetics.

kambad / kambada [Kannada] Pillar. In Sanskrit: stambha.

Kanarese People living in Karnataka, sometimes only those living in the coastal region of the State. It can
also be an old-fashioned term for Kannada, the language of the region.

Kannada / Kannada South Indian language, spoken primarily by the people of Karnataka. Formerly also
known as Canarese or Kanarese.

kanti / ganti Jaina nun. Alternatively: ajji, aryika.

kapala A human skull.
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Kapalikas “Skull-bearers.” Ascetic followers of an early heterodox form of Saivism, commencing around
the second century CE and now extinct. The kapalins followed a monotheistic bhakti path, concentrating
on the worship of Bhairava, the wrathful form of Siva. See Chapter 1, section 5.2.4.

kapilT Vestibule at the front of a sanctum. Alternatively: antarala, Sukanasa, Sukanasi.

kapota [Sanskrit] / kapota [Kannada] Pronounced overhanging cornice, typical of south Indian temple
structures.

karma “Action.” In Jainism, karma is considered to be a physical substance which applies itself to the
human body and prevents it from reaching enlightenment. Alternatively karman.

Karnad, Girish Indian actor, film director, Kannada writer and playwright (1938-2019).
karotaka A domed temple ceiling.

kdayaka In Virasaivism, worshipful work, social labour.

kdyotsarga Standing posture of abandonment. Alternatively: khadgasana.

kevalajiidna Supreme knowledge, full enlightenment, omniscience.

kevalin A person who has attained kevalgjfiana. Alternatively: arhat, Jina and Tirthankara.
khadgasana Standing posture of abandonment. Alternatively: kayotsarga.

Kharavela King in Orissa in the late first century BCE or early first century CE.
Kimpurusa A Jaina yaksa, associated with the yaksi Mahamanasa, and the Jina Santinatha.

kirttimukha / kalamukha / kalamukha A mask or face of the passing of time or of death. A popular
ornament found on temple facades above niches and windows.

kola A square, usually coffered temple ceiling, which can, however, also be domical.
kola / gola [Kannada] A pond or tank.

kostha A wall niche on the inside of a temple.

ksatriya A member of the warrior caste of the Hindu caste system.

ksetra The sacred area of a temple or a pilgrimage site.

ksetrapala Guardian of the sacred temple compound.

ksipta / ksipta vitana Domical ceilings with a central pendentive (kugmala).
kadalasangamadeva “Lord of the Meeting Rivers.”

kudmala A pendentive projecting from the centre into a concave, domical ceiling (ksipta vitana).
Alternatively: lambana.

kukkuta sarpa A two-legged, serpent-like creature with the head of a chicken.

kuladevatd Clan deity. A person’s inherited lineage deity (as opposed to his or her chosen personal deity,
istadevata).

kuladevi Female lineage goddess of local ruling families in Karnataka.
kumbha A water pot, or a stone depiction of one, as part of the finials of temple towers.

kumkum / kumkumdarchan Vermillion red turmeric powder paste, used to make auspicious markings on
human beings and sacred icons.
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kunda A deep stepped water basin, usually accessing ground water through an integrated well shaft.

Kundakunda Important Digambara Jaina monk and philosopher, who lived around the first century CE.
Alternatively: Kondakunda or Kondakundacarya.

Kusamandint (Kusmandi, Kismandint) A popular Jaina goddess and yaksT, associated with the male
yaksa Gomedha (Sarvahana) and the Jina Neminatha. Amongst the Svetambara Jainas of North India, in
particular, Kusamandint is also known as Ambika.

kata A shrine.

kita Square or round topped aedicule in the shape of a shrine.
katu Horseshoe arch. Alternatively: gavaksa, nasT.

Laksmi / $ri Goddess of wealth in Jainism and Hinduism.

Lakulisas Ascetic followers of an early form of Saivism, now extinct, which followed a monotheistic bhakti
path. The Lakulisas or Lakulas are a school of the Pasupatas. They believed that Lakulida founded the
Pasupata system in the second century CE.

lalata The block in the centre of a temple door lintel.
lalatabimba The central image adorning the /alata block of a temple doorframe.
lambana Pendentive in the centre of a domical ceiling. Alternatively: kudmala.

laiichana A mark or sign. A symbol of recognition, associated with the individual Jinas since the early
Gupta period.

lata A creeper.
laukika Mundane, worldly.

linga “Sign.” The phallic symbol that, in a Saiva context, represents the essence of the god Siva. In the
Virasaiva tradition, the linga is the Supreme Absolute.

linga Sarira The subtle vital body of Siva.

lingdcara Wearing and worshipping the /inga. One of the five Virasaiva regulating principles of conduct.
Lingayats Alternative term for Virasaivas.

lokapala The guardian of the world and of the cardinal directions.

madanikd A beautiful young woman.

Mahabhdrata Famous Hindu epic.

mahaddna An especially large donation.

Mahamanasa A Jaina yaks, associated with the yaksa Kimpurusa and the Jina Santinatha.
mahamandapa A large or great hall. Usually the largest hall of a temple.

Mahamastakabhiseka “The great anointing of the head.” Major ablution ceremony of colossal statues,
usually of Bahubali.

mahaprabhu “Great master or lord.” Term for a great saint or holy man.
mahapradhdana Principal minister and advisor of a king.

mahdpurusa “Great man.” Universal worldly or religious monarch. Alternatively: cakravartin.
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mahardja King, ruler.

mahatirtha A large or major pilgrimage site or centre.

mahavidyds The great goddesses of knowledge and learning.

Mahavira The twenty-fourth Jina.

mahavrata Great vow.

Mahendravarma I A Pallava emperor (about 600-630 CE).

mahesvara The second stage of the satsthala, taking the shape of socially shared labour.
Mahesvaras Virasaivas. Alternatively: Vira Mahesvaras.

Maisamma Devi Hindu mother goddess, who is believed to protect cattle, worshipped predominantly in
rural areas of Karnataka, Telangana and Maharashtra.

makara Mythical water animal, combining elements of a crocodile, an elephant, a snake and/or a fish.
makaratorana An arch formed out of two mythical sea animals (makaras) facing each other.
Mallinatha The nineteenth Jina.

manastambha “Pillar of glory.” A free-standing pillar constructed in front of Jaina temples or
samavasaranas, carrying either one, or more commonly, four addorsed seated or standing Jina statues,
usually contained inside a small pavilion (calika).

mandala Sacred diagram or circle in Jaina (and Buddhist) Tantric art.

mandapa Generic term for a temple hall.

Maiijusri Buddhist Boddhisattva carrying a sword.

mantra Mystic syllables, single-word spells and sacred utterances more generally.
Mantramarga Path of Mantras.

Mantravadin Someone having great mastery over spells.

mantravidya Spell.

Marathas Largely eighteenth-century Indian rulers with their headquarters in the central Indian State of
Mabharashtra.

masjid [Arabic] Mosque.
matd Mother, mother goddess.

matha Priest house, seat of a Jaina bhattaraka, religious or monastic headquarters associated with all
religious groups in the area of Karnataka.

mathadhipati “Lord of the matha.” In Jainism, alternative term for bhattdaraka. In Virasaivism also
mathapati or jagadguru.

mathavasi Ascetic who has settled in a matha.
matrkds Mothers, mother goddesses.
mithuna A loving couple, often adorning the outside of temple structures.

moktésara [Kannada] Manager of a religious institution.
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Mount Satrufijaya North-west Indian pilgrimage site, sacred predominantly for Svetambara Jainas.
mudra Powerful positioning and movement of the hands and fingers.

mukhamandapa / mukhasala / mukhacatuski Temple porch, entrance hall. Alternatively: ardhamandapa.
malanayaka The main sacred icon of a Jaina temple.

Mila Sangha (Digambara Mila Sanngha) The main branch and oldest monastic order of Digambara
Jainism in South India.

mundamala A flat temple roof.

muni A mendicant.

mirti “Appearance,” “embodiment.” Figural statue, icon. Alternatively: bimba.
nabicchanda Lantern ceiling constructed in a corbelled technique.
nad Country, area, land.

ndga A snake or serpent.

ndgadevata A snake divinity.

Naganatha “Lord of the serpent.”

nagara Merchant.

nagara The north Indian temple idiom.

nagaradhane [Kannada] Worship of the serpent, the naga.

Nakoda Bhairava A popular Svetambara Jaina guardian deity associated with the site of Nakora Tirth
(Nakoda Tirth) in Rajasthan, which allegedly goes back to the third century CE and expanded during the
eleventh century.

Nandt / Nandin Vahana or animal carrier of the Hindu god Siva and in Viragaivism itself a manifestation
of Siva.

Narayana A form of Visnu, showing him asleep on the cosmic snake. Alternatively: Visnu Narayana or
Sesasayin (Sesasayi).

nasi Horseshoe arch. Alternatively: gavaksa, katu.
nastika Heterodox, non-Vedic.
navagrahas The nine planetary divinities.

Navaitas The Navaita Muslims (also spelled Navayat, Nait or Naita) are a subgroup of the Konkani
Muslims, living along the west coast of Karnataka.

navaranga / navarangamandapa Large pillared hall, especially intricately decorated, usually with an
elaborate ceiling. The name refers to a hall with nine internal quadrants or ceilings, supported by four
pillars. Outside Karnataka: rangamandapa.

Nayanars (Nayanmars) A group of sixty-three Saiva bhakti Tamil saints, who lived in the period from the
sixth to the eighth century CE.

Neminatha The Twenty-second Jina.

nirgrantha / nigantha Jaina ascetic.
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nirvana Liberation, enlightenment, the release of the soul from karmic bondage.
nisidhi Memorial stone. Alternatively: nisidhi.

nisidhi platform / mandapa A platform with footprints or an inscribed panel, carved to commemorate a
deceased person who has committed sallekhand and to mark the sanctified spot. Some were later
transformed into pavilions.

niskala The divinity in its formless or abstract state.

Odeyars Fourteenth to twentieth-century Hindu royal family, the former kings of Mysore. Alternatively:
Wadiyar, Wodeyer.

om / om Sacred syllable.

padma A lotus flower. Frequently an ornament in the superstructure of temples and inside as decorations
for ceiling panels.

padmanabha / padmamandaraka Round corbelled ceiling in a temple. Alternatively: bhuvanesvari,
sabhamandaraka, sabhapadmamandaraka.

padmasila Central carving depicting an open lotus at the centre of a flat (samatala) ceiling.

Padmavati Popular Jaina goddess and yaksr. Associated with the male yaksa Dharanendra and the Jina
Parévanatha.

padodaka “Water of [master’s] feet.” The holy water sanctified by contact with the guru’s feet.
paduka Foot imprint or foot image.

paiic / pafica Five.

paiica / paficakita basadi Five-shrined temple.

paiicacdra The five regulating principles of conduct in Virasaivism.
paficacdryas Five masters.

paiicakita Five-shrined (temple building).

paicamahdasabda Honouring someone with five specific drums and cymbals.
paiicapithas “Five seats.” The five main Virasaiva mathas.

paralaukika Otherworldly.

parama bhagavatha A devotee of Visnu.

parsvacatuski Porch for a side-entrance to a temple structure.

Parsvanatha The twenty-third Jina.

Parvati One of the most powerful Hindu goddesses. Wife of the god Siva.
Paryiisana A Jaina festival.

Pasupatas Ascetic followers of an early form of Saivism, now extinct, dating from about the second
century CE. The Pasupatas followed a monotheistic bhakti path. See Chapter 1, section 5.2.2.

Pasupati Epithet of the god Siva, meaning “lord of the animals.”

pattasala / vithika An oblong shallow columnar hall or forehall, which is a variant of an ardhamandapa.
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pattavali [Kannada] The term refers to the record of a spiritual lineage of the heads of monastic orders.
pavadas “Purifications.” The meaning in Kannada is “miracle.”

pifichi A brush made of peacock feathers for cleaning the floor before sitting or lying down, carried by
Digambara ascetics.

pindanda The human body, microcosm.

pitha / pitham “Seat.” A pedestal or altar and by extension also sacred place.
prabhavali An image frame.

pradaksina Ritual circumambulation in clock-wise fashion.

pradaksinapatha An ambulatory or path used for clock-wise ritual circumambulation.
prakdra A compound wall of a temple.

prana Life force, vital principle or soul.

prasada “Sacred oblation.” Food presented to an icon and received back by the worshippers as a blessing.
In Viradaivism, also the third stage of satsthala, usually translated as “grace.”

prasdada Main part of a temple, containing the sanctum (garbhagrha).

pratisthapand The consecration ceremony of a statue.

pratoli [Sanskrit] / pratéli [Kannada] A gateway structure. Alternatively: dvaramandapa.
pija Ritualised worship.

pujari A priest.

Purdnas Vast body of Hindu literature composed originally in Sanskrit.

Purdnic Pertaining to the Puranas.

pirna kalasa / parna patra Full auspicious water pots, usually as an ornament adorning the top of temple
towers.

purusa / Prajapati The primeval Being.

Puspadanta The ninth Jina.

Qur’an / Koran [Arabic] The central religious text of Islam.
ragale [Kannada] A type of metre in used in Kannada poetry.

Rajasdya yaga Vedic ritual of the royal consecration, emphasising the king’s universal royal power and
endowing him with divine charisma.

rajguru Royal preceptor.

Ramanuja Eleventh-century Hindu poet, teacher and social reformer. Founder of the prominent south
Indian bhakti form of Vaisnavism, known as Srivaisnavism. Alternatively: Ramanujacarya.

rangabhimika A slightly raised circular stone platform or dais at the centre of large temple halls.

rangamandapa Large pillared hall, especially intricately decorated, usually with an elaborate ceiling. In
Kannada: navaranga, navarangamandapa.

ratha A festival chariot. Alternatively: teru [Kannada], mandara.
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ratnatraya The triple jewels of Jainism: samyak darsana (true insight), samyak jAiana (right knowledge) and
samyak caritra (correct conduct). The same term is also used to refer to the three great Kannada poets,
Pampa, Ponna and Ranna.

R&cimayya A general and minister (1135-1225 CE) of Hoysala King Vira Ballala II (1173-1220 CE).
Rg Veda Ancient Indian collection of Vedic sacred hymns. It is the oldest Vedic Sanskrit text.
Rsabhanatha The first Jina. Alternatively: Rsabha, Adinatha.

Rudra A Rg Vedic deity, associated with the god Siva.

rudréksa / rudréksi The garland of seeds sacred to Siva, employed to make rosaries for prayers.
sabhamandapa A temple hall, usually semi-closed, used for audiences and assemblies.

sabhamandaraka / sabha@padmamandaraka Round corbelled ceiling in a temple. Alternatively:
bhuvanesvari, padmandabha, padmamandaraka.

saddcara Work and action in harmony with one’s vocation and duty. One of the five Viradaiva regulating
principles of conduct.

sadhu A mendicant, a religious person, a holy man.

sahasrakita A cubical or pyramidal structure in Jaina temples, decorated with one thousand or at least
with a very large number of Jinas.

$aiva Siddhanta The form of Saivism prevalent in the south of India from about the fifth century CE
onwards, which is Tantric and aims to achieve a union with Siva.

$aiva Siddhantins Adherents of Saiva Siddhanta.

Saivas Followers of the Hindu god Siva.

Saivism One of the major Hindu sects, focusing on the veneration of the god Siva.

$akta Tantrism Tantric form of Saktism.

$akti “Energy.” The female principle, feminine energy or goddess. The central deity in Saktism.
Saktism One of many Hindu sects, focusing on the veneration of the female principle, the sakti / Sakti.
salda Barrel-vaulted aedicule in a temple.

salabhaiijika Tree nymph.

sallekhand The Jaina religious practice of fasting to death under strict religious guidance. Known also as
sallekhana vrata, the vow to perform a ritual death.

samadhi “Self-absorption.” The highest level of mental concentration or meditation that can be achieved
while still bound to the body, leading to union with the highest reality in death. By extension, it is also
used to refer to the place of cremation and to funerary monuments.

samdja The merchant guild.
samatala / samatala vitana A flat ceiling panel in a temple, usually decorated with a grid pattern.

samavasarana The teaching auditorium constructed by the gods for the first sermon delivered by an
enlightened Jina.

samdyika Developing equanimity, refraining from injury and temporarily renouncing some of one’s
possessions by making a religious gift.
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samnyasana Alternative term for sallekhana.
samsdra The cycle of rebirths.
samskaras The sixteen worldly rituals or sacraments of the brahmans.

sandhara temple A temple with an internal circumabulatory path around the sanctum. Alternatively:
sandhara prasada, sandhdra garbhagrha, and in the south sandhdra vimana.

sandhivigrahi Term for a minister in charge of foreign affairs, often responsible for writing important
documents.

sanngama Confluence.
sangha Religious community.

Sankaracarya A Vedic Sanskrit scholar and teacher, who probably lived in the eighth century CE. He is the
first (Adi Sankara) in a long line of important Vaisnava teachers.

Sankha Conch.

Sannyasin / Safnnyasin A person who has reached the final stage of their life (especially amongst
brahmans) in which they have separated from their family and become a religious ascetic.

santhdra Alternative term used for sallekhand, more widespread in Svetambara Jainism.
$antinatha The sixteenth Jina.

Santisvara Alternative name for Santinatha, the sixteenth Jina.

saptamatrkds The seven mother goddesses.

Sarana Holy man or refugee.

Sarasvati The goddess of learning in Jainism and in Hinduism.

sdri Traditional unstitched Indian woman’s dress.

Sarvahana (Sarvahna) A Jaina yaksa, paired with the female yaksi Kusamandint and the Jina Neminatha.
Amongst the Svetambara Jainas of North India, in particular, he is also known as Gomedha.

Sasana Inscription.
sasana mandapika A pavilion sheltering one or several inscription steles.
satsthala Six successive stages of the spiritual journey of a Virasaiva devotee.

Setti / Settikar [Kannada] Trading or merchant class. The term Setti can also be spelled Setti and derives
from Srestin, whilst -Setti as suffix means “head of a guild.”

sheikh [Arabic] An honorific title in Islam, meaning “elder,” referring to a leader, master or chief.

Shi‘a [Arabic] One sect of Islam, according to which the Prophet Muhammad left ‘Al ibn Talib as his
SuCcessor.

siddha A fully-liberated being.
siddhesvara A form of Siva.
Sikhara Tower of a north Indian temple.

Simhanandi Important Jaina teacher in Karnataka at the time of the Western Ganga dynasty.
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simhasana “Lion-throne.” Offering stand, usually made of metal, or a more permanent pedestal made of
stone supporting an icon in a temple.

Sisya Higher of two main Jaina castes, comprising the so-called “Jainas by birth” or “pure Jainas,” who can
prove their descent from an ancient Jaina family bloodline.

sivacdra Worshipping only Siva. One of the five Virasaiva regulating principles of conduct.
sopdna [Sanskrit] / sopdna [Kannada] The steps leading up to the entrance of a temple structure.

Sramana An ascetic spiritual aspirant who follows the Jaina, the Buddhist or some other non-Vedic
religious path.

sravaka A Jaina layperson.

§rivai§navas Adherents of the south Indian reformed bhakti form of Vaisnavism known as Srivaisnavism,
which originated in the eleventh century.

Srivaisnavism South Indian form of Vaisnavism. It is a renewed bhakti form, focusing on the sixth-
century CE Alvar saints, reinvigorated by Sankaracarya and further reformed by Ramanuja in the eleventh
century. See Chapter 1, section 5.4. Alternatively: Visistadvaita School of Ramanuja.

sriigdra An erotic sculpture.

Srigaracaurimandapa A large open pillared hall.

Srutakevali An ascetic who has acquired profound knowledge of the Jaina scriptures, the Agamas.
stambha Pillar. Alternatively: kambad, kambada [Kannada].

stambha paiijaras Pillar ornaments on the outside walls of temples.

Sthanakvasi A non-image-worshipping group of Svetambara Jainas.

sthavara “Immovable,” “stagnant.”

sthavara linga “Fixed” or “permanent.” An immovable stone liriga, installed inside a temple.
stri moksa Enlightenment.

stidpa Buddhist commemorative monument.

stapi / stapika The pinnacle of a temple building.

Subrahmanya Hindu god of war. The son of Siva and Parvati. Alternatively: Karttikeya, Skanda, Murugan
(Murukan).

Sadras Labourers and service providers, lowest of the four classes in the Hindu varna system.
Sufi [Arabic] A Muslim mystic who practises the Sufi form of Islam.
Sufism The mystical form of Islam.

Sukandsa / sukandsi Vestibule at the front of a sanctum. Alternatively: antarala, kapili. The term can also
refer to the roof projection or antefix, shaped like a parrot-beak, attached to the main temple tower. This
is positioned right above the internal vestibule.

sultan [Arabic] Title of an Islamic ruler.
Sunnt [Arabic] One sect of Islam, according to which the Prophet Muhammad left no successor.

Sanya pitha “Seat of Void.”
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Suparsvanatha The seventh Jina.

satra “String,” “thread.” A verse, an aphorism or collection of aphorisms, or the canonical scriptures more
generally.

Suttala / Suttalaya The pillared cloister surrounding the statue of Gommatesvara at Shravanabelgola.
svami / swami An honorific title given to an ascetic.

Svetambara “White (cotton) clad” group of Jaina ascetics whose male and female mendicants wear
simple white robes.

Svetapata Those who dress in white robes.
syadvada Doctrine in Jaina metaphysics that all judgments are conditional.
Syama A Jaina yaksa, paired with the female yaks7 JvalamalinT and with the Jina Candraprabhu.

Tantrism This is an overarching term for esoteric forms of practice which focus on the sacred texts of the
Tantras. It developed in India from about the late fifth century CE and was applied to Hindu, Buddhist and
Jaina traditions.

teru [Kannada] A festival chariot. Alternatively: ratha or mandara.
tirtha “Ford.” A sacred place or a holy person.

Tirthankar “Fordmaker.” The twenty-four enlightened teachers in Jainism. Alternatively: arhat, Jina and
kevalin.

trikata / trikatacala temple Temple structures with three sanctums, usually arranged either in a star-like
fashion or side by side.

tripundra Parallel white lines worn by Saiva practitioners on their forehead as a denominational indicator.
The same lines are also applied to Saiva and Virasaiva statues to indicate their belonging or annexation.

tripurusasala temples Temple structures with three sanctums, of which the main and central sanctum is
dedicated to the Hindu god Siva and the other two to the Hindu divinities of Visnu and Brahma.

trisila The trident carried by the Hindu god Siva.

tritala A three-storeyed temple.

udumbara Threshold. Alternatively: bhuvanga.

upasarga A condition of unavoidable calamity.

upparige [Kannada] A gatehouse or gate hall.

urs [Arabic, Persian] An annual festival celebrating the death anniversary of a Sufi saint.
Vacanas [Kannada] “Sayings.” Prose-poems composed by Basava and his successors.
vahana The vehicle or animal carrier of a god.

Vaisnavas Followers of the Hindu god Visnu.

Vaisnavism One of the major Hindu sects, focusing on the veneration of the god Visnu.
vanavasi Forest-dwelling ascetic.

varna “Colour.” Indian system of social stratification into four main classes, based on occupation.

vedabahya People who are “external” to the Vedas, that is, who are heterodox.
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Vedanta One of the six orthodox (astika) schools of Hindu philosophy, based on the Vedas, also known as
Uttara Mimamsa.

Vedas A large body of ancient sacred religious texts written in Vedic Sanskrit.
vedi The terrace or platform, raising a temple above the ground. Alternatively: jagatr.
vesara The central Indian temple idiom. In Kannada: vésara.

VHP The Vishva Hindu Parishad (VHP) is an affiliate of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a Hindu
nationalist organisation, formed in 1925.

vibhiti The sacred ash, prepared in a special process from cow dung, used to make a sign (tilaka) on the
forehead or to mark statues, denoting association with a particular religious sect.

vidyadevis The goddesses of knowledge and learning.
vidydas Magical multi-word utterances or spells. In Prakrit: vijja.

vimana The pyramidal superstructure of dravida temples. By extension sometimes also applied to the
main part of a south Indian temple, below the superstructure.

Vindhyagiri The taller hill at Shravanabelgola. Alternatively: Indragiri and in Kannada Doddabetta or
Doddabetta.

Vir Narayan “Hero Narayana,” “Hero Visnu.”

vira Hero.

vira banajiga dharma “Law of the noble merchants.”

Vira Banajigas The merchant class.

Vira Mahesvaras Virasaivas. Alternatively: Mahesvaras.

Virabhadra / Virabhadresvara “Auspicious hero.” A fierce form of the Hindu god Siva.

Virasaivas Followers of Virasaivism.

Virasaivism On Virasaivism (and Lingayatism), refer to Chapter 1, section 5.3.1.

visistadvaita Qualified non-dualism.

Visnu Narayana A form of Visnu, showing him asleep on the cosmic snake. Alternatively: Narayana or
Sesasayin (Sesasayi).

Visnuvardhana A Hoysala king (ca. 1104-1141 CE), who was originally a Jaina but who under the influence
of Ramanuja converted to Srivaisnavism and subsequently called himself Bittideva.

vitana Temple ceiling.

Vitthala Name of Visnu. Alternatively: Vithoba.

vrsa / vrsabha Bull.

ydga Sacrifice. Alternatively: yagna or yajiia.

yaksa Originally a nature spirit. In later Jainism, a male divinity, associated with the Jinas as guardian
deity.
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yaksi Originally a nature spirit. In later Jainism, a female divinity, at first associated with the Jinas as
guardian deity and later a more independent goddess, almost rivalling the status of the Jinas in the later
forms of Jainism in South India.

yali A fabulous animal, often composite, combining elements of a lion and an elephant.
yantra Sacred diagram, commonly used in Tantric rituals.
Yapaniya Sangha The religious community of the Yapaniyas.

Yapaniyas Medieval subgroup of Digambara Jainism, no longer extant. For further details, see Chapter 1,
section 3.2.2.

yati An ascetic.
yogin An ascetic Kalamukha priest. Alternatively: jaigama.

yogini Powerful female goddess. Also, a female expert practitioner in Tantric forms of Hinduism and
Jainism.

yuga A cyclic world age.

zakat [Arabic] Almsgiving or paying taxes for social purposes, considered a religious obligation in Islam.
One of the Five Pillars of Islam.



