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KARL JASPERS: CITIZEN OF THE WORLD

Nobody cen be a citizen of the world as he is the citizen
of his country., Jaspers,in his Vom Urspr und Ziel der Ge-
schichte (1949), discusses extepsively the m“ of a
world-state and a world-empire. No matter whgdfi form e world-
government with centralized power over the whole globe 7&1@"
assume, the very notion of one sovereign force ruling the whole
warth Ja-nd holding in—4ts—hends the monopoly of all means of
violence, unchecked and uncontrolled by other soyereign powers

3‘3‘ not’-only a forb:lgging nightmare of tyranny, Bub would ebow-Fe
Lnn £
H-eh all politiceZbs’we know it. Political concepts are based

by definition a citizen among citizens of a country among countries,
His rights end duties must be defined and limited, not only by
those oi’ his fellow-citizens, but also by &e boundariea ot—h-io
P Philosophy may conceive of the earth as the homeland
of menkind end of one unwritten law, eternal and valid for all.
Politics deals with men, nationals of meny countries and heirs
to meny pasts; its laws are the positively established hammiarimx
fences which hedge in, proteg t and limit the space in which
freedom is not a concept, but a living, political reality. The
establishment of one sovereign world-state, far from being the
prerequisite ﬂworld-citizenship, would be the end of all eiti-
zenship. It would not be the climax of world polities, but wuite
11ter::‘l.ly its end. R
&mwover, thd‘undoe&-rebi—l.ity—ef- a world- state ‘modeiied in
the 1mage$ of states, us—ws"‘m‘thel, or of a world-empiro OB
geived in the image of the Roman meiro (am? the dominion of the
Roman Empire over the civilized wmxid and barbarian pa‘z:.t_‘l of
the world wa s bearsble only because it stood against e dark and
frighteni background of ke unknown parts of the oarth) is no
solution lehofpresent politicel problem. Ha.nkind) which for all
preceding generations was no more than a conceptv or an 1deallhas
become something of an urgent reality. Europe, es Kant foresaw,

has prescribed its laws to all other continents; but the result,
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