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Dance-related archival collections were a new phenomenon in twentieth-century Western modernity.
As the art form developed to be part of avant-garde movements and progressist discourse, the need
to preserve and make accessible textual and visual documents as well as objects relating to the evolu-
tion of dance was vigorously discussed. Individuals and institutions alike launched ambitious projects
from the 1920s onwards. One of these was the Archives internationales de la danse (AID), the interna-
tional dance archives. This pioneer project was founded in Paris in 1931 by Swedish patron of the arts
Rolf de Maré, and moved in a newly erected building in 1932. The latter was set in the well-to-do
sixteenth district (arrondissement) of Paris, not far from the Trocadéro Palace. It is the first known
instance of a twentieth-century archival institution dedicated to dance and performing arts that was
given a purpose-built locale. The construction plan and the facade photographs show an elegant Art
Deco ensemble.

The property acquired by de Maré consisted of a turn-of-the-century mansion and a building ter-
rain in the back. It was on this terrain that the operational rooms were constructed, comprising a
lecture hall, a small theatre, an exhibition space, some museum rooms and two apartments. The
street building was dedicated to offices, storage space and the reading rooms. In line with the arts-
driven concept of a collecting archive, the site was designed to house a continuously growing collec-
tion and welcome a general audience. Access to the collections and information contained therein
was a key element from the start. Hence, large space was provided for vestibules as well as rooms for
consulting documents both visual and textual.

The AID closed in 1940 when France was invaded by German troops. After a short interlude be-
tween 1946 and 1949, it closed its doors for good in 1952. The building was demolished in the 1960s.
The only traces of it today are the collections that were partly handed over to the French national
library’s music department at the Bibliotheque-musée de ’Opéra and partly to the newly founded
Museum of Dance in Stockholm (1953).
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Fig. 1: Drawing for the fagade of the rear building, 1931, Stanislas Landau; Les archives internationales
de la danse, 0 (1932), 3; © Médiathéque du Centre national de la danse - Fonds Gilberte Cournand.



	Case Study 5.3: The Archives Internationales de la Danse in Paris 




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		print_cont_9783111655475_SMC_web.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.





		Needs manual check: 2



		Passed manually: 0



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 1



		Passed: 24



		Failed: 5







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Failed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Failed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Failed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Failed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Failed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



