Addendum 3:

Two Letters from Sylvester of Antioch to the Emirs
of Mount Lebanon

The two letters reproduced here (along with their English translation) were sent
from Sylvester, presumably composed by his secretary Misa, to the Emirs of Mount
Lebanon. These include a letter to Milhim al-Shihabi, Emir of Mount Lebanon,
and another to Emir Najm of Hasbayya, sent in 1741 and preserved in MS Harisa,
Saint Paul 210.
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To the Most Noble of Princes, the Honorable Emir Najm,

After conveying the pearls of greetings and the fragrant salutations upon your
person, we inform Your Excellency that we remain in great longing for you.

And since we arrived in your flourishing lands and had the honor of your
esteemed company and noble presence, we continue to uphold our duty of offering
prayers for Your Excellency, night and day.
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The interruption in correspondence during this period was not due to forget-
fulness or neglect. Rather, upon our arrival in the well-guarded city of Damascus,
our minds were preoccupied for a time with attending to some issues.

If you inquire about our well-being, praise be to God, everything is going as
hoped, and our affairs are progressing smoothly. We have sent the necessary cor-
respondence to our esteemed Effendi in Damascus and to the noble leaders of the
city, in accordance with your knowledge and instructions.

We apologize for the delay in writing to Your Excellency, as we would never
want such a delay to be caused by negligence. We pray that God Almighty prolong
your presence among us, defeat your enemies, and keep your lands prosperous
through your leadership.

Furthermore, we kindly ask that you remember us in your honorable thoughts
and send letters informing us of your well-being, so we may rejoice upon receiving
them.

Additionally, we sent Your Excellency a letter addressed to the Honorable
Emir Milhim. We kindly ask that you include it in your correspondence to him and
ensure you receive a reply from his esteemed self. Our only goal in doing this is to
strengthen bonds of affection and reinforce our connection.

Express our gratitude and prayers to your cherished attendants and to all those
who seek shelter under your noble protection.

With this, we kiss your hand.

May this letter reach Hasbayya, where it will be honored by the noble sight of
the most distinguished princes, our most beloved and illustrious lord, the honor-
able Emir Najm.

Letter 2:
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The pride of the noble princes, of high rank and esteem, His Excellency our Effendi
Prince Milhim, the honored and protected,

After offering the appropriate praise and sincere, heartfelt prayers from this
devoted and loyal well-wisher, we inform Your Excellency that ever since we left the
city of Beirut and arrived in the well-guarded Damascus of al-Sham, your blessed
memory has never left our thoughts. We continually fulfill our duty of praying for
your continued honor and longevity, asking God Almighty to grant you increased
happiness, victory, and protection.

Please do not think that our delay in writing to Your Excellency comes from
neglect or forgetfulness — God forbid! Especially earlier, when we were in Hashayya
with your esteemed uncle, the honorable Emir Najm, we never stopped mentioning
you with benevolence and praise before him. May our Lord protect both you and
him. He honored us with the utmost generosity, bringing us great satisfaction and
comfort.

We sincerely hope that Your Noble Excellency, reflecting your admirable qual-
ities, will remember us kindly, just as we have not forgotten you in our heartfelt
prayers. Likewise, we ask that you do not withhold your esteemed letters from us,
so we can rejoice upon their arrival. Furthermore, we humbly request that you
extend your benevolent attention to our Rim Christian community under your
leadership.

May you stay in honor and prosperity, blessed by our prayers.

Please extend our gratitude and additional prayers to your esteemed brother,
your noble sons, the honorable princes, and everyone seeking refuge under your
noble protection.

Our representative, Mikha'1l Tama, arrived in our region, and he humbly
kisses your noble hands.

Written in the year 1741 AD, on the 14" of January.

God willing, [this letter] will be honored to be received by the Most Eminent of
Princes, the Most Distinguished among the Honored, His Excellency the Honorable
Milhim, May God Preserve and Sustain Him.
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