Addendum 2

Letter of Congratulations on Mikha’1l’s Birth

Even though this is intended as an example of how to write a congratulatory
message for a newborn, it contains very specific information. The newhorn’s name
is Mikha’il. The father chose this name for his son after the Archangel because the
baby was born on this special day [November 8]. However, the father worries that
the author’s brother might be unhappy to share the same name. Knowing that both
Mausa’s brother and Yasuf’s son are called Mikha’il, we believe this is Musa’s con-
gratulation letter and a response to Yusuf’s concern.

We present the text of this letter from MS Greek Orthodox Diocese of Homs
MS 37, f. 24r-24v, along with an English translation.
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Another [Letter of] Congratulation on the Newborn

We inform you, brother — hoping you never receive distressing news — that
before this date, at the most blessed and auspicious time, the happiest moment
filled with fortune, I received your letter and was delighted to learn of your well-be-
ing, which is the goal and cherished desire. My joy was further heightened, and
my happiness multiplied, upon hearing about the son you have been blessed with.
You mentioned naming him Mikha’il, as he was born on the feast day of the great
Archangel. A thought crossed your mind, worrying that our esteemed brother,
Mikha’ll al-Maqdisi, might be affected by this choice of name. Let no such thoughts
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trouble you, for when the aforementioned brother heard the news, he was greatly
pleased, beyond measure.

It is only necessary that you name your newborn after the saint whose feast
day he was born on. May our Lord, through the intercession of the Chief of the
Angels, protect him, raise him well, and not cause you grief concerning him. May
He make him a righteous child, a successful young man, bringing you joy and grant-
ing you the delight of his marriage.

You have been blessed with a son, congratulations to you!

Rejoice in him as he matures and thrives.

The sword shines with a bright polish

When the water at its edge flows along its blade.!

1 This poem was composed by Jarmanas Farhat, Diwan, ed. Sa‘ld al-Khuari al-Shartani, Beirut : al-
Matba‘a al-kathalikiya lil-aba’ al-yasu‘iyin, 1894, p. 181.
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