Acknowledgments

Writing this book has given me great pleasure. The initial impetus for this project
was an academic conference organized by Sebastian Schmideler in Chemnitz in
2016, which focused on knowledge transfer in children’s and young adult litera-
ture in the German Democratic Republic. Together with Bettina Kiimmerling-Mei-
bauer, I gave a lecture there on non-fiction picturebooks from the German Demo-
cratic Republic and I have been pursuing the topic ever since. At the biennial
conferences of the European Network for Picturebook Research, I was able to ex-
change ideas with many colleagues from all over the world and learn about the
current state and the future developments of picturebook research. My biggest
thanks go to my dear wife, Bettina, who critically commented on a first draft of
the manuscript. I would also like to thank the editor of the Interdisciplinary Ger-
man Cultural Studies series, Irene Kacandes, for the great effort she put into her
critical commentary and for the inclusion in this series. Many thanks are also due
to Christopher Culver for reviewing and improving my English text. And last but
not least, I would like to thank the excellent staff at De Gruyter Verlag. This vol-
ume is dedicated to our Berliners in Moabit and Kreuzberg: Alina, Erika, Gustav,
Linnea, Max, and Merlin.

Wiesbaden, January 2025 Jorg Meibauer

https://doi.org/10.1515/9783111637075-202


https://doi.org/10.1515/9783111637075-202




