Preface

The papers in this volume appear in their original format as presented at the Third Euro-
pean Symposium on Vitamin B4;. The Symposium, which was organized by B. Zagalak
and presided over by Lord Todd, took place at the University of Zurich, Switzerland on
March 5-8, 1979.

In the tradition established in Hamburg by the First and Second European Symposia, the
Third Symposium brought together scientists involved in the many different aspects of
Vitamin By, chemistry and physiology. The Symposium was attended by 350 partici-
pants from 25 countries.

We are indebted to D. Arigoni, J. Dunitz, A. Eschenmoser and V. Prelog for theirguidance.
We also wish to thank J. Borschberg, Marion Cavazzi, J. Penton, C. von Schlabrendorff,
Birgit Senkpiel and Maria-J. Zagalak for their invaluable assistance in the preparation of
this volume.

July 15,1979 B. Zagalak and W. Friedrich
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