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This book should have come out much earlier, but now that it does, I have not
only understood — I hope — but also experienced what humanitas is about. Three
years of teaching at Scuola media (students aged 11 to 14) Don Bosco Cumiana, not
far from Turin, two of which during the Covid-19 pandemic, as well as four at the
Universita della Svizzera italiana have taught me that education (maideia) and
philanthropy (plavBpwmia), two concepts that will be mentioned repeatedly
throughout the course of this study, are, or should actually be, inseparable. As
Seneca says, homines dum docent discunt, and what I have learnt from my former
pupils in Cumiana and students in Lugano is incalculable and certainly worth a
delay in publishing a book.

This study is a considerably revised and expanded version of my PhD thesis.
Many debts of gratitude I have incurred since I decided to move to Warwick for
my doctoral studies. Andrew Laird was the first to support my research project
and to encourage me to broaden my horizons. After his early departure to the
States, Victoria Rimell kindly accepted to take over from him: it is hard to do jus-
tice to the fundamental role she played in helping me not only improve — indeed
reshape at times — my thesis at all stages and levels, but also mature as a scholar
and teacher. Fortunately, this handover was facilitated by the constant presence
of another supervisor, Maude Vanhaelen, whose always thought-provoking feed-
back turned out to be essential to improve my thesis.

Compared to the thesis, this book shows some new chapters and sections as
well as clearer ideas — I hope — about several key issues concerning humanitas, as
is the case with the relationship between the adjective humanus and the noun hu-
manitas: 1 am grateful to my examiners, Matthew Leigh and Roger Rees, for rec-
ommending both these two kinds of improvements, and to Lucie Pultrova for
sharing with me the results of her research on comparatives in Latin. On single
chapters or sub-chapters I have benefited from the expertise of many scholars
and colleagues whom I met at conferences in Athens, Coimbra, Edinburgh, Leices-
ter, Lugano, Lishon, Paris and Turin. A couple of lectures on Cicero’s Pro Archia —
one at the Certamen Ciceronianum Arpinas 2022 and another during the course of
Latin Language and Literature held by Andrea Balbo at the University of Turin in
Winter 2022 — have helped me understand to what a great extent this oration
sums up the essence of humanitas. Michael Winterbottom gave me precious ad-
vice on improving the chapter on [Quintilian’s] Major and Minor Declamations,
and two anonymous reviewers induced me to rethink relevant parts of the gen-
eral introduction and conclusion. While working in the Classics Library of the
University of Turin during off-term times in Warwick and on a daily basis after-
wards, I have been able to discuss research issues with Ermanno Malaspina and
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my very dear friend Elisa Della Calce, both great experts of a concept of value
which is in close relation with humanitas, clementia. To the former also go my
deepest thanks for what he has taught me since we first met about ten years ago
as well as for reading with unrivaled carefulness and commenting on a draft of
this book. Gregor Vogt-Spira has kindly agreed to welcome this book in the new
Lumina series which he edits; in addition, he has given me invaluable insights
into Roman comedy and Rome’s relationship with the Greek world, making me
avoid serious mistakes: to him goes my deepest gratitude. Philip Barras, whose
generosity can only be equalled by his learning, also on this occasion has bur-
dened himself with polishing my English, while Torben Behm’s and Ulla Schmidt’s
help with the editing of this manuscript has been most precious. But, above all, I
am grateful to Andrea Balbo: as well as accompanying my life with the care of a
father rather than a supervisor, he first introduced myself to the idea humanitas,
then took an eagle eye from the beginning until the end of this work, eventually
was the first to read its complete draft, thereby enabling me to avoid many errors
and inconsistencies. Elena Polastri, one of my former pupils in Cumiana and a
green classicist, has kindly helped me with the indexes. Last but not least, all lec-
turers, my colleagues and friends in the Warwick Department of Classics and An-
cient History have not only tolerated my papers on humanitas during work-in-
progress seminars giving important advice, but — most importantly — have made
a marvellous and unforgettable experience of my days in Warwick. To all of
them, as well as to the librarians of the Warwick and Turin libraries, go my deep-
est thanks. Needless to say, none of the aforementioned are responsible for any
remaining deficiencies or mistakes, which are only my fault.

Part of the Apuleius section has already been published in S. Mollea, Huma-
nitas: a Double-edged Sword in Apuleius the Orator, in: Andreas N. Michalopoulos,
Andreas Serafim, Flaminia Beneventano Della Corte and Alessandro Vatri (eds.),
The Rhetoric of Unity and Division in Ancient Literature, Trends in Classics — Sup-
plementary Volumes, 108, De Gruyter, pp. 373-386.

While I was working on this book, the Associazione Internazionale di Studi
Tardoantichi (AIST) awarded a premio alla ricerca to my thesis, thus encouraging
the continuation of my research: to the members of the Assessment Committee
goes therefore my most sincere gratitude.

Without the moral support of my family and my wife Sara, who has tolerated
quite a few moments of nervousness, and the economic support of CADRE, which
awarded me an AHRC scholarship, and SERICA (Sino-European Religious Intersec-
tions in Central Asia. Interactive Texts and Intelligent Networks), that funded my
postdoctoral research at the University of Turin, all this would have been impossi-
ble and this book would not exist.



