Preface

I first became interested in Johann Konrad Dippel when Jacob Mchangama and I
wrote the Danish book BUT: The History of Free Speech in Denmark in 2016. Dip-
pel’s banishment to Bornholm and the burning of his writings in the town square
of Altona in 1719 form a spectacular event in the changing limits to free speech in
Denmark.

In 2022, 1 visited the intellectual historian Martin Mulsow in Erfurt, Germany,
and among many subjects we touched upon Dippel. He invited me to participate
in the conference “A Transnational Life” in Gotha in January 2023, where the idea
was to gather investigators from the different countries in which Dippel had
lived, and he asked me to contribute on the case against Dippel in Altona. I ac-
cepted the invitation, and when I began to look at the case files at the States
Archives in Copenhagen I realized how rich they were and how much more com-
plicated the case was than revealed by standard accounts of it. When I presented
my results in Gotha, my paper had already grown considerably, and now it is a
book that appeared in a Danish version celebrating Dippel’s 350th anniversary,
10 August 2023. I translated the English version myself and took the occasion to
expand a bit in some directions and correct some errors in the Danish version.

Thanks to Jesper Brandt Andersen, Charlotte Appel, Mary a Argjaboda, Peter
Christensen, Paul Cobley, Rasmus H.C. Dreyer, Jan Eik, Juliane Engelhardt, Jens-
Martin Eriksen, Vera Faf$hauer, Don Favareau, Steen Bo Frandsen, Steve Fuller,
Jens Glebe-Mgller, Gabriele Gramelsberger, Knud Haakonssen, Kristine Hannak,
Lars N. Henningsen, Finn Holbek, Jonathan Israel, Jesper Jakobsen, Mads Lang-
balle Jensen, Alexander Kraft, Ulrik Langen, Martin Schwarz Lausten, Gunner
Lind, Johannes Ljungberg, Martin Mulsow, Michael Agerbo Mgrch, Markus Pan-
tsar, Sune Christian Pedersen, Tine Reeh, Rigsarkivet (State Archives in Copenha-
gen), Jan C. Schmidt, Agnes Stjernfelt, Agnete Stjernfelt, Ditlev Tamm, Sgren Ulrik
Thomsen, Anders Toftgaard, Mikael Vetner, and Uffe @stergaard for discussions
and assistance. Thanks also to the peer reviews for good advice.

Thanks to Aalborg University Copenhagen for good working conditions — as
well as to the KHK international research center “Cultures of Research” at the
RWTH Aachen, where I spent the year 2021-22 as a senior fellow.
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@ Open Access. ©2024 the author(s), published by De Gruyter. This work is licensed under the
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783111482729-202


https://doi.org/10.1515/9783111482729-202




