
Preface
The picture on the cover of this book gives an impression of the East Central Afri
can town of Kigoma evoking its connection to a power grid and to communication 
infrastructure. Based on the picture, one cannot determine whether Kigoma – or 
its twin town Ujiji, which together are the subject of this book – is on the receiv
ing or on the distributing end of power, communication, and connectedness. This 
book explains that both directions matter.

This book is also the product of myself being both on the receiving and the 
distributing end of knowledge about Kigoma-Ujiji and of expertise in global 
urban history. I interpreted the history of the town as a space of transformation 
between global developments and local agency, but I could not have written this 
book without the input and support of the people who shared their knowledge 
and experience, pulled me through, shared insights, gave useful feedback and ad
vice, facilitated my research and writing in practical terms, or provided indis
pensable distraction along the long and winding road. It is more than appropriate 
that this book begins with my gratitude to these people.

First of all, I want to thank my colleagues at the Institute of African Studies, 
the Centre for Area Studies, and the Research Centre Global Dynamics at Leipzig 
University as well as at the History Department at Ghent University and the Insti
tute of Asian and African Studies at the Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin. Forgive 
me for not listing all my colleagues individually. It is easy to start mentioning 
names – several come to my mind immediately – but there is no place to stop. 
You are written on the palms of my hands – in the hope that this is no blas
phemy – rather than in an endless list of over a hundred names. Nonetheless, I 
do want to express explicit gratitude to Monika Große, Antje Zettler, Ute Rietdorf, 
Petra Damm, Astrid Schoeters, Astrid Kiesewetter, and Josephine Karge at the sec
retariats of the respective institutes, without whom academic work would not 
even begin to be possible.

Within my working environment, I want to make special mention of the Leip
zig professors of African and global history – Adam Jones, Matthias Middell, and 
above all Dmitri van den Bersselaar –, who closely followed up on my progress, 
of the “Polenz Gang” (too many to list), who twice a year constructively, courte
ously, and committedly comment on each other’s research, and of the “Habilita
tion self-help group” (Antje Dietze, Corinne Geering, Jürgen Dinkel, Katja Cas
tryck-Naumann, Megan Maruschke, Nina Mackert, and Steffi Marung), who as a 
community of fate try to avert unpleasant surprises by already offering painstak
ing criticism when issues are not yet too late to remedy.

Open Access. © 2025 the author(s), published by De Gruyter. This work is licensed under the 
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783111436623-206



I also want to thank the people who helped me during my research in Kigoma- 
Ujiji and in numerous archives. I am grateful to the staff of the Tanzania National 
Archives in Dar es Salaam, the Library of the University of Dar es Salaam, COSTECH 
in Tanzania, the Bundesarchiv in Berlin-Lichterfelde, the African Archives at the 
Federal Public Service Foreign Affairs in Brussels, the National Archives in Kew- 
London, and the Bodleian Library of Commonwealth and African Studies at Oxford 
University. The assistance of Elie Mwamba and Deo Baribwegure has been indis
pensable for my field research in Kigoma-Ujiji, and the support of Alexander Maku
lilo and Koen Stroeken for access to Tanzanian collections. The assistance of Ya
koub Nsabimana and Berenike Eichhorn has been indispensable to make some of 
the collected information accessible in written French or German on top of spoken 
Kiswahili. Above all, I thank the dozens of wise men and women in Kigoma-Ujiji 
who were so kind to share their life histories and experiences with me.

Scattered all over the academic world, I have had the honour and pleasure to 
receive feedback, input, encouragement, and support from numerous scholars. I 
hope an alphabetical order does justice to all: Miguel Bandeiro Jerónimo, James 
Brennan, Jane Burbank, Eric Burton, Samuël Coghe, Frederick Cooper, – the 
late – Jan-Georg Deutsch, Lamine Doumbia, Andreas Eckert, Marie-Aude Fouéré, 
Joël Glasman, Philip Gooding, Hilde Greefs, Andreas Greiner, Nancy Rose Hunt, 
Emma Hunter, Konstantinos Katsakioris, Johan Lagae, Miles Larmer, Baz Lecocq, 
Gregory Maddox, Alexander Makulilo, Damiano Matasci, Sheryl McCurdy, Henri 
Médard, Ismay Milford, Jamie Monson, Jean-Marie Nduwayo, Paul Nugent, Peter 
Perdue, Stephen Rockel, Aldwin Roes, Stefan Rohdewald, Aidan Russell, Stefan 
Scheuzger, Abdul Sheriff, Koen Stroeken, Daniel Tödt, Dirk van Laak, Achim von 
Oppen, Andreas Zeman, Katharina Zöller and – regrettably without any doubt – 
some others whom I shamefully forget at this moment of writing: thanks a lot, 
asante sana, danke schön, merci beaucoup, dank u wel!

In the final stage of making the manuscript ready, I am grateful for the maps 
produced on short notice by Annelieke Vries, the proofreading by Deniz Bozkurt- 
Pekar and Ian Copestake – wherever I did not follow their suggestions is of course 
entirely my responsibility –, and in the same vein, for earlier proofreading of 
chapters and subchapters by Megan Maruschke, Adam Jones, and Forrest Kilim
nik. For the production of the book, I thank Rabea Rittgerodt-Burke and Jana Frit
sche at De Gruyter and Kalpana Sagayanathan at Integra.

After all this gratitude, I also want to apologize to family and friends for occa
sional grumpiness, for not responding to phone calls or emails within a reason
able timeframe, or for being absentminded when we did meet. Here, I consciously 
and deliberately decide not to mention you by name. You know who you are and 
so do I. I do want to make special mention of our two sons: Jona and Leo. I am 
sorry that I have not always been as present as I should have been, and I thank 
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you for relativizing my work by laughing your hearts out at the sound of the 
word “Ujiji”.

Finally, the invisible glue of this book, who stood by my side during the mo
ments of despair, who made the indispensable writing retreats possible and even 
pushed me towards them, who took pains to strike a balance between her profes
sional and private needs and mine – or ours –, who, parallel to all these, is also a 
colleague who critically commented on the entire manuscript, and who manages 
a family and a household with me: thank you Katja!

Geert Castryck
Leipzig, March 2025
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