Preface

Foreign language learners often use online information to solve language problems,
but find it difficult to use dictionaries successfully. However, in today’s digital, global
and multilingual world, competence in using dictionaries and online lexicographic
resources is an essential communicative strategy. This volume discusses how to promote
appropriate dictionary skills and considers how modern lexical resources should be
designed to support learners. It includes empirical studies on the use of online diction-
aries, glossaries, translation tools, etc. in language teaching, studies on the background
to teaching, and ideas on how to improve dictionary teaching in the classroom.

These topics were discussed in 2021 at the conference “New Challenges in Diction-
ary Teaching”, funded by the EMLex study program (European Master in Lexicogra-
phy), at the Universita degli Studi Roma Tre, Italy. In 2023 the symposium “Dictionaries
and their use in foreign language classes. New challenges in a multilingual, digital, and
global world” was held at the 20th AILA World Congress (“Diversity and social cohesion
in a globalized world: moving towards more engaged language studies”) hosted by the
Université de Lyon, France. The papers in this volume were written by some of the
speakers at these events; we are grateful to all the authors for agreeing to include them
here.

We are grateful to de Gruyter Publishing House for their willingness to publish this
book as part of the “Lexicographica. Series Maior”. More importantly, we would like to
thank the series editors Rufus Hjalmar Gouws, Ulrich Heid, Thomas Herbst, Anja Loben-
stein-Reichmann, Oskar Reichmann, Stefan J. Schierholz, and Wolfgang Schweickard
for including this title in the series. We are especially grateful to The Department of
Foreign Languages, Literature and Culture at the Universita degli Studi Roma Tre, Italy
and the Erasmus Mundus Programme “European Master of Lexicography” for funding
the open access publication and for giving us the opportunity to use this volume in the
European Master programme of Lexicography (EMLex) and to make it available to our
(and other) students.

On behalf of all the authors, we hope that the contributions in this volume will
stimulate the development of research and practice in dictionary use and new methods
of dictionary teaching in classrooms around the world.
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