8 Epigram in praise of Bessarion’s book /n
Calumniatorem Platonis

The epigram in hexameters in praise of Bessarion’s book In Calumniatorem Pla-
tonis is handed down in five witnesses:

M = Venezia, Biblioteca Nazionale Marciana, gr. Z. 198
Autograph, Rome c. 1466-1471 (see a description supra, § 6.1 [catalogue entry no.
53], with further bibliography). The text is found at fols 1v—2v.

L = Firenze, Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana, Plut. 31.21

Paper, Rome c. 1460-1470. The text is found at fols 131r-132r, in the hand of Alex-
ios Keladenos. Cat.: Bandini 1768-1770, vol. 2, col. 92. Bibl.: Speranzi 2011, 116
(with further bibliography).

P = Firenze, Biblioteca Medicea Laurenziana, Plut. 31.24

Paper, Rome c. 1460-1470. The manuscript belonged to Angelo Poliziano. The
text is found at fols 145r-146r, in the hand of Georgios Hermonymos. Cat.: Ban-
dini 1768-1770, vol. 2, cols 95-97. Bibl.: Speranzi 2011, 116; Speranzi 2016a, 79—
80, 91.

V = Citta del Vaticano, Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, Vat. gr. 1373
Paper, Florence c. 1475. Also this manuscript belonged to Poliziano. The text is
found at fols. 4r-5r. Cat.: —. Bibl.: Pontani 2002; Megna 2021, 297, 317, 321-322.

A = Athena, ‘EAAnviKO Aoyotexviko Kkai ‘lotopiko Apyxeio, Kolybas 237
Paper, nineteenth century. The text is found at fol. 13r; it is a worthless copy of L.
Cat.: Lampros 1922. Bibl.: —.

The epigram has been published for the first time (without translation/appa-
ratus) in Legrand 1892, 220-221 from the manuscripts Laur. 31.21 and Laur. 31.24.
A partial edition of vv. 35-48 (based on M, L, and P) newly appeared in Pontani
and Weise 2021, 39-42.
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Avdpovikov BulavTtiov éniypappa &v EEapétpw i T0 Bnooapiwvog kapdivalewg
Kai atpLapyov Kwvotavtivounddewg vmep MAdtwvog BupAiov

AlyAielg napddeioog, Movo@v dyAaodv GAoog,

f6e BUBA0G TeEAéBeL Go@inv avyoboa IAGTWVOG,.
v Xapiteoow vervag Bnooapiwv Oeoedng
TIAVTOING 00PING LTOONUOTVVAG EVETIACOEY,

Kail P Emotapévag mpamideooty fjo dpnpwg
Bfikev Gmaat BpoToig, pey Gvelap Badpa T ibeaba.
06 61 kev 00N ot MMAGTWVOG BoypaTa KEGVKR

N8 vnyopinv ot Beoowv £oiot Safjvat

Bebp’ itw MBumvoov Aelp@vog &1’ dBavéTtolo
avBea Spepopevog co@ing koAd TnAeBdwvTa,

Kot pv Siw pdAAov TépPeabdat pilov fiTop
£vBukewg OG v HeTIwWV Tt Bupov €peion

fl Tépmold’ evpwv devog kai GOEapatov GABov
‘Ivbin 6ooa @épnow i8” Apapin épatewvr.

Tfi pev yap Yuyrv 6vivnow, tii § dpa cdpa.

1161 kai émAov eidov ABnvaing Vi Bwpd
Aopmpdv T 18’ EpiTipov, Saidala mavta pépovta,
GAN 00 TOo00V £nv SadEApacL KETVOG Gyauog
6000V ap avTn pappaipnat BUPAOG Epavvry,

008E 100" Epya NV GOKNTA TIEMAW €Vi KEIVQ
Ommoo’ Gp eiv avTf Beoeikela Epya TETUKTAL,
TEPTIVA TE Kl yapievTa Oeol Kev LPAopATA Paing.
6000 yap £py dpideiketa Tiig PUOL0G TEAEBOVTL
18 aw dooa bIE VGtV OVpaving Epttipov

8pa méAoVTL I8’ Booa mpdg NBog HubpIovTl,
onmooa T o SloAéElog Ekyova KaAdnng te
ToGwV £pkuden dwpa, PUPAW &vi Tfide

€D 81 T&yxL Y Kal KaTd poipav &mavta yéypamntat,

4 going vrodnpoovvag] cf. 1. 15,412 5 npamnideootv £fjov dpnpwg] cf. Od. 10,553 6 Badpa—
8¢00a] cf. e.g. IL. 5,725 7-8 kedva—Sdafval] cf. Musaeus 144-146 9 Rdumvoov] cf. Pind.,
Olymp. 13,22, Soph. El. 480 et Eur., Med. 840 10 &vBea-oo@ing] cf. Hymn. in Cer. 425
11 @ilov ftop] cf. e.g. I1. 5,250 13 &Béopatov SABov] cf. Theocr. 25,24-25 17 SaiSoha mavTal
cf. e.g. IL. 5,60 et 19,13 18-20 oO—«keivw] cf. Theocr. 1,32-33 27 épwvdéa 8dpa] cf. IL. 3,65
et 20,265

inscriptio edTuy@¢ 1) Seondtn add. L P Legrand 2 teAédn L 6 Badpa 7] Bovpat PV 7 kédva
V 8 8apfvat Legrand 12 épeioet L P V Legrand 19 6ocov—£épavvri om. P | BiBAog L V (ex BUB-
Aog correctum) Legrand | épavyn Legrand 27 BifAw V
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Epigram in hexameter by Andronikos of Byzantium in praise of the book in
defence of Plato written by Cardinal Bessarion, Patriarch of Constantinople

Radiant paradise, dazzling grove of the Muses,

this book comes into being commending Plato’s wisdom;
having composed it with the Graces, godlike Bessarion
weaved suggestions of every kind of wisdom,

and having adapted it to their soul, he gave it

to all of mortal men, a great advantage, a wonder to behold.
If one desires to learn Plato’s

noble doctrines and the sublimity in his heart,

go there, to pluck from the sweet-smelling immortal meadow
the beautiful luxuriant flowers of wisdom,

and I think his heart would much rather delight in the one
who sedulously pursues it and plants it in his mind

than the one who has found wealth and ineffable happiness
which India and lovely Arabia can offer.

She delights not only the soul, but also the body.

I have already seen on the altar Athena’s robe,

brilliant and venerated, bearing many artful designs,

but even that with its manifold decorations

was not as brilliant as this beloved book shines

and there were not in that robe so many magnificent artworks,
as the divine ones which are kept in this book,

the refined and elegant robe, one may say, of God.

How many prestigious works of nature

and how many gifts for her from the lot-venerated Urania
exist and match the character,

and how many wonderous gifts, sons of the style,

of Calliope and all the Muses are,

they all are properly written in this book



532 —— Andronikos Kallistos

TGvTa 8 AAnOeing lepfi KaAX TEKVa TTEAOVTL.
TV Kal Yap Xpalop@v Brooapiwv Ogoeldrg
Ve AN’ eDPpadewg ouviueny EplonAéa BuBAov,
TIOVOAG YPAUUXTOAOLYOV VIUEPTOKTAGIGWV

66 Boowv pan kov katd poipav Epile MAdTwwL
ovdev BAwG elbwg oowing LIIOONEOoLVVEWV.

GAAG oL aipe, TIAGTwV, Tpdpov avx®@v Brnooapiwva
Biov. 6 61 Tot aitv dekéa Aotyov Gupuvel

0G kal TV8e TéTevye KAV 8eATov, péya Epyov
N6¢ Tefig coPingG pvnuriov £E00opévolaty.

GAN, @ Bnooapiwv pdkap, oDAE Te Kol péya Yaipe,
0¢€10 8 del PETIG GUBPOTOG OVPAVOV EVPLV IKEVOL
oUVEKG 0" L pESwv Oedg GpbiTog aifépt vaiwv
SABLov olg Bwpolat PeT GvBpwoLoty EOnke,
TIAVTOINV GPeTnV 18¢ kA£G £0OAOV dnGooag.
aUTAP YW 0£0 KAl HETEMELTA PVAOOMAL QEV

oV go@inv, Bopd kKAiwv Téot pet dvBpwmoloty
onv T &yavo@poauvny ony Helhyiny Te,
AloOOHEVOG KPATEPOV OebV, GUPPOTOV Gp)OV ‘OAVTTOL,
6pa Tol £¢ ToAeag AvkdBavTag yijpag oméln
6ABLov Gkpov GwTEDVTL coPing dyvov Gvoog.
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and are sons of the holy Truth.

For her sake the divine Bessarion

composed with the highest eloquence this thriving book,
keeping that disastrous grammarian from slaughtering Truth
who vainly and improperly quarreled with Plato,

being wholly unacquainted, as he was, with the precepts of wisdom.
Therefore rejoice, Plato, trusting the divine Bessarion fighting
in front. He always wards off shameful ruin from you

and composed this beautiful book, grand artwork

and record of your wisdom for posterity.

And you, blessed Bessarion, health and joy be with you,

let your immortal fame reach the wide sky,

because God, ruling on high, immortal, dwelling in heaven,
placed you blessed among men with these gifts,

having granted manifold virtue and good fame to you.

But nevertheless I will forever commemorate

your wisdom, often celebrating amongst men

your gentleness and your kindness,

praying to the almighty Lord ruling immortal over Olympus,
as long as old age accompany you for many years

as you pluck the blessed highest holy flower of wisdom.






