4 Letter to Palla Strozzi

As already noticed by Alessandro Perosa, despite of the lack of explicit indication
of the year, the epistle can be dated back to the year <1459>.! It represents the last
piece of evidence on Andronikos’ first sojourn in Bologna (1453-1459). The text
has been published for the first time in Perosa 1953 (= reprinted in Perosa 2000,
89-101), without any translation. As far as I am concerned, it is handed down
only in the autograph by Kallistos,? which is today kept in the Biblioteca Co-
munale di Forli (Raccolte Piancastelli, Sezione Autografi Secc. XII-XVIII, ad vo-
cem Andronico Bisanzio).

I have edited the text preserving every original orthographic feature (see e.g.
both péxpt Touviv [line 4] and péypt o viv [line 9]) and correcting two small
oversights which are found in Perosa 1953 (xaAemot&twv in yoAenwtatwv [line
8]; g in 7 [line 15]).

1 Seesupra, §1.3.3.
2 As already presented in Orlandi 2014a, 166 n. 12. For a reproduction, see Plate 9.

3 Open Access. © 2023 Luigi Orlandi, published by De Gruyter. This work is licensed under the
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 License.
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783111203447-010



500 — Andronikos Kallistos

T edyevel kal 0o Gvbpi kupiw MoaAGvTL T@ ZTpoyig AvBpovikog BuldvTiog ev
TPATTELV.

Oavpdoelg (owg OTL TOIG TPOTEPOLS EKEIVOLS YPEUMATLY DTIOOYOUEVOG Gpi&e-
ofat apa Eapt WG VUGS AvePaAOuUnV péxpt Touviv: GAN v TV aitiav €ibfig, mavon
Bavpdlwv. PovAdpevog Yap PO TAG E0PTAS THG lepdg GvaoTAoEWS GPIKETDAL,
EKWAVBNY TAG ToD Apyxlepews €vekev €ig Bovwviav peAovong émdnpiog, i
Yéyove pev obnw, EoTat 8€ 0O PeTd OAY. TV’ oLV pfy THV Béav £keivny i £icd50v
Tfig BavpaoTiig dmoAeow (6 81 pot TV yaAemwTtdtwy £80&ev dv, i TolavT™NG £0p-
TG GO€aTog Epeva), GVeBAAOUNY HEXPL TOD VDV. EMEBav 8E TAG Te leplg Ekeivng
£0pTfig peTOAGXW Kal TG TOD BeloTATOL KapdivdAews ouvouaiag (EAevoeTal yop
KAKEIVOG 0LV TQ APXLEPED), TOTE Kai TPOS LRAG Gpi&opal mobodvtag mod@mv.
TEMELopAL YA THV TEpt EUe VU@V ebvolav GPETABANTOV PéVeLy, €D elbWG TO Djé-
TEPOV ETIEIKES Kol @INGVOpwWTIOV, & 81 0ol TE AT Kai TOIG 001¢ EPPuTa TUYXGVEL
dvta dyadd, kai &pa T 6oV, ® Bavpdote, mept TV EAAGSa @iktpov pwvrv. Enel-
8av 8¢ dpikwpat, TRV T opTHY LIV Sinyroopat kai T mepl &pé eig MAGTOG, Kai i
v DIV 86En moow. eVTUXEL

“Otav ypaens, mpOoeXe Tivt HEANEIG TIEUTIEY TA YPAUUKTA" TO YAP TUOTOV £V
OAiyolg viv T@v avBpwnwv €oTiv' ot yap mAeloug kokioug. TV MdpBav kal mév-
TG TOUG £V T} oiki ipocaydpevaov ATt Epod.

"Ev Bovwvig tpo te00¢pwv kaAav8@mv Maiov

(verso)

Magnifico ac sapien-
tissimo viro d(omino) Pal-
lanti Strogie stre-

nuo equiti.

Patauii

18 ol yap mAeiovg kakioug] cf. Hom., Od. 2,277 et e.g. Ael. Arist., IIpog IIAGTwva vrigp TGOV
TETTAPWV 226,33 Jebb

12-13 npétepov cod. 18-19 névrag in ras.
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Letter to Palla Strozzi —— 501

Andronikos of Constantinople greets the noble and learned Lord Palla Strozzi.

You may be surprised that, although I promised in the previous letter that I
would come to you with the arrival of spring, I have so far postponed; however,
if you knew the reason, you would immediately stop wondering. I intended to
arrive before the feast of the holy resurrection, but I was prevented from doing so
because of the Pope’s imminent visit to Bologna, a visit that has not yet taken
place, but will soon. So, in order not to miss the spectacle of the extraordinary
arrival (it would really seem to me to be one of the worst things ever, if I
remained without having seen such a celebration), I kept delaying until now.
After I have attended this sacred celebration and met the cardinal (he will in fact
also come together with the pope), then I will come to you, for [ am desired by
you as much as I desire you. I am sure that your benevolence towards me has
remained unchanged, since I am very familiar with your amiability and
affection, values which are inherent in you and in those around you, and at the
same time your love for the Greek language. And when I arrive, I will tell you
everything inside and out, and I will do whatever you require. Take care of
yourself.

If you intend to write something in response, be careful who you intend to
deliver the letter to: there are very few men who can be trusted now. The majority
are not. Greetings to Martha and all those who live in your household from me.

Bologna, 28 April <1459>






