
  

 

Preface  

This  volume brings  together  the contributions  to  the  second  international  confer­
ence on the ancient fable, which was organized at the University  of Graz in 2022.  
As with our  first conference in 2020, COVID  still  caused  some  difficulties. We are  
therefore all the more pleased that not only  has  a volume on the first conference  
been  published  in the meantime,1  but that the results  of our  second conference  
are now also being made  available  in this  volume. While the first volume’s  focus  
was on  new approaches to the ancient fable  in general,  it  quickly  became clear  
that more groundwork is  still  needed  in this field. The question of  fable as a  liter­
ary  genre  and  its self-determination  in  its  interactions  with  other  genres  seemed  a  
promising starting point  for further research.  

—— 

 Many people have contributed to the production of this volume,  and we  
would like to thank them here: the University of Graz and its various institutions  
for  sponsoring the conference and for  their generous financial support in the  
production of this book;  the student assistants, Linda Holanik, Jakob Zimmer­
mann,  and Elias Groß, for proofreading, the latter  also for  his work  on the  Index  
locorum; but  above  all the  contributors  to  this  project for  their patience and  the  
fruitful and  gratifying collaboration.  Special thanks go to the editors  of  Trends in 
Classics  for  including  our  work  in  the  prestigious  Supplementary  Volumes  series, 
to the anonymous referee for their insightful suggestions, and to  De Gruyter  for  
the excellent cooperation.  

Ursula Gärtner, Lukas Spielhofer, Graz 2025  

1  Gärtner, U./Spielhofer, L. (eds.)  (2022), Ancient Fables  –  Sour  Grapes?  New  Approaches,  Hildes­
heim/Zürich/New York.  
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