
Purpose and Aim of the Series
The purpose of the series Comparative Handbooks of Linguistics is to present collec-
tions of specific studies on particular topics in a format that facilitates cross-linguistic 
and cross-theoretical comparison. Each handbook takes up a single theme and includes 
a questionnaire; both the individual studies and the summary paper synthesizing the 
results of the comparison reflect the structure of the questionnaire.

Unlike other handbooks that consist of chapters organized by theoretical topics, 
the handbooks of this series present empirical studies on various languages uniformly 
structured to facilitate comparison. A typical volume examines a grammatical feature 
or construction across languages (such as interrogative structures or numeral construc-
tions), offers a survey of that feature through in-depth analyses cast in roughly the same 
theoretical framework, and formulates cross-linguistic generalizations. The handbooks 
also include accounts of constructions cast in different theoretical frameworks so that 
the empirical differences among the theories can be assessed and their similarities 
revealed.

The volumes are accessible to the general academic community of linguists, meet 
the needs of students on the undergraduate and graduate level, and are of interest to 
specialists as well. Each volume is self-contained. Some of the volumes have associated 
websites to provide additional materials.
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Volumes already published in this series 
1. VALENCY CLASSES IN THE WORLD’S LANGUAGES. 2015.
 Edited by Andrej Malchukov and Bernard Comrie

 1.1 Volume 1. Introducing the framework and case studies from Africa and Eurasia
 1.2  Volume 2. Case studies from Austronesia and the Pacific, the Americas, and the-

oretical framework

2. LEVELS IN CLAUSE LINKAGE. A crosslinguistic survey. 2018.
 Edited by Tasaku Tsunoda

3. CURRENT APPROACHES TO SYNTAX. A comparative handbook. 2019.
 Edited by András Kertész, Edith Moravcsik, and Csilla Rákosi

4.  GRAMMATICALIZATION SCENARIOS: CROSSLINGUISTIC VARIATION AND UNIVER-
SAL TENDENCIES. 2020.

 Edited by Walter Bisang and Andrej Malchukov

 4.1 Volume 1. Grammaticalization scenarios from Europe and Asia
 4.2  Volume 2. Grammaticalization scenarios from Africa, the Americas, and the 

Pacific

5. NUMBER IN THE WORLD’S LANGUAGES. A comparative handbook. 2022.
 Edited by Paolo Acquaviva and Michael Daniel

6.  MERMAID CONSTRUCTION. A compound-predicate construction with biclausal 
appearance. 2020.

 Edited by Tasaku Tsunoda

7.  APPLICATIVE CONSTRUCTIONS IN THE WORLD’S LANGUAGES. 2024
 Edited by Fernando Zúñiga and Denis Creissels

Forthcoming volumes can be found on our website: www.degruyter.com 
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