Preface

This is the second volume from the project on “The Future of Party Govern-
ment.” For a general introduction to the project, the reader should consult
the introduction to the first volume.

Volume II of the series, “European and American Experiences”, is by its
very nature closely connected to volume I, “Visions and Realities of Party
Government.” Whereas volume [ raised general questions about party gov-
ernment, volume II deals with eight selected countries. Each chapter by itself
may give an adequate analytic description of the country which is its empiri-
cal subject, but at the same time each is a part of a realistic analysis of the
various forms of democratic party government. We have tried to describe
these eight countries not like single pearls on a string but rather as important
elements of a mosaic representing today’s ruling formula of the organization
of power in democracies. The chapters are at the same time “empirical” and
“theoretical”. Without volume I, this book could not have been written as it
has been written; without volume II, present day realities of party govern-
ment would have been treated only as an abstract conceptualization.

Volume II, which is scheduled to appear shortly, will try to answer more
explicitly the questions of whether and to what extent the institutional set-up
of party government, in all its rich variety, influences policies. We know gen-
erally that “institutions” shape “behavior”, that is, in our context, that they
shape “policies” in general. However, it is necessary to be more specific and
to illustrate this process with examples from important policy fields.

We ask for the reader’s tolerance that the problematic of party govern-
ment is treated as a “palimpsest”, that each of the succeeding volumes is based
on, or connected with, its predecessors, but, at the same time, provides a fur-
ther contribution to intensified insights. This mode of work, however, is
based on a specific line of theoretical reasoning.

The individualistic school of political science looks for a (single) “theory”
(and we may be criticized for not delivering such a theory). It very often tries
to explain macro phenomena with individualistic theories, falling into the trap
of the individualistic fallacy and reduction. However, we believe that the ex-
isting organization of power, namely party government, can never be ex-
plained by just one individualistically based theory, but that different theoret-
ical and methodological approaches coordinated into a conceptualization are
necessary to understanding the problematic. It is also wise to remember that
“the art of governing” is an art at least as much as it is a science.



VI Preface

The director of the project would like to express his gratitude to the indi-
vidual authors for their scholarly engagement, and to Richard Katz specif-
ically for his strong hand in editing this book. He also supported me consid-
erably in writing the German chapter in an English which satisfies the senses
as if I had written in German.

From the beginning, the staff of the Badia rendered its valuable services to
the production of the book. Maureen Lechleitner and Elisabeth Webb, with
their joyful mood and competence, kept things going smoothly. Since 1983,
when I left the EUIL it was the staff of my chair in Mannheim who had to
carry on the work, especially Sabine Lessmann, as well as Waltraud Leininger
and Bettina Alff, who also prepared the index.

We owe our gratitude to the EUI, its President Werner Maihofer and the
Research Council, for their substantial support of the project, both before
and after my contract ended in 1983. And we most certainly must honor the
work of the Publications Committee of the EUI and its chairman Gunther
Teubner, as well as the publications officer Brigitte Schwab, for their services
rendered in the publication procedures.

Rudolf Wildenmann



