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Preface

Recent years have seen several individual attempts to shed new light on
inflectional paradigms, or also to recall and reappraise relevant insights of
the past. This volume is a collective effort to document the kind of (non-
partisan) work currently being done in this area, and thus to consolidate the
renaissance of one of the most venerable notions in morphology. What we
especially hope to encourage is a more intensive search for generalisations
about the structure of paradigms, in the various kinds of languages which
have any, which in the past has been hampered by an inclination to regard
paradigms, those perennially popular representational devices, as repositories
of the particular (almost like dictionaries).

This collection grew out of a workshop I organised at the Annual Meeting
of the Societas Linguistica Europaea, held at Freiburg im Breisgau, 13 — 15
July 1988. The twelve papers presented on this occasion, dealing with various
aspects of the structure of paradigms, proved too heterogeneous to be usefully
assembled in a single volume. It seemed preferable to focus on a more limited
range of questions, and ones that would generally be considered to be
fundamental for Comparative Paradigmatics. In light of the emphasis of much
ongoing research and of a strong tradition in morphological typology, I
suggested that patterns of the dearth and the profusion of inflections, i. e. of
deviations from the ideal norm of "one meaning — one form", to which
languages called "agglutinative" represent the closest actual approximations,
should be the leitmotif of prospective contributions. What was sought, thus,
were language-particular and comparative, synchronic and diachronic, de-
scriptive and explanatory accounts of patterns of formal non-distinctness in
paradigms and of coexisting paradigms (declensions and conjugations) and
subparadigms, reflecting on the implications of such patterns for the structure
of paradigms and their representation.

Earlier versions of Carstairs', Coleman's, and Plank's papers had been
prepared for the workshop at Freiburg. The other contributions were solicited
afterwards and were completed during 1989, some earlier, some later. Rev-
olutions, removals, and other vicissitudes of academic life prevented a few
further prospective contributions from materialising in time.

Thanks are due to Bernard Comrie for expert and prompt comments on
the entire manuscript, and to Wolfgang Schellinger for help with the proofs.

Paradigms in the form of lists are almost certain to miss out on important
interconnections between the items listed. So are collections of articles, and
here, for technical reasons, the arrangement is inevitably sequential. It is up
to the reader to make the extra connections.

February 1990 Frans Plank




