
Contents 

Acknowledgements vii 
Abbreviations xiii 

Chapter One 
Introduction 1 

1.1. Genetic and typological affiliations 2 
1.2. Demography and ethnography 4 
1.3. Previous linguistic work on Peba-Yaguan 5 
1.4. Data for the current study 6 

Chapter Two 
Constituent Order and Order Correlations 9 

2.1. Observations of constituent order co-occurrences 9 
2.2. The verb initial norm (VIN) 10 
2.3. Selected theoretical approaches accounting for word order 

correspondences 16 
2.4. Identification of basic constituent order 21 
2.5. Towards an adequate constituent order typology 23 

Chapter Three 
Clausal Phenomena 27 

3.1. Major structural clause types 26 
3.1.1. Clause Type 1 29 
3.1.2. Clause Type 2: SQ clauses 38 
3.1.3. Clause Type 3: Predicate nomináis and predicate 

locatives 39 
3.1.4. Type 1 predicate nomináis 40 

3.2. Impersonale and functionally related constructions 41 
3.2.1. The impersonal construction 42 
3.2.2. The anti-causative 43 
3.2.3. Predicate nomináis with object nominalizations 44 
3.2.4. Lexical passives 45 

3.3. Auxiliaries 45 
3.4. Second position clitics 48 

3.4.1. Second position clitics within C2 48 
3.4.2. Second position clitics in C 53 
3.4.3. Constituency of auxiliary plus main verb 58 

3.5. Causation and desideration 60 



X Contents 

3.6. Parataxis 62 
3.7. Negatives and modals 64 

3.7.1. Negatives 64 
3.7.2. Modals 68 

3.8. Questions 69 
3.8.1. Yes-no questions 69 
3.8.2. Information questions 70 

3.9. Comparatives and equatives 73 
3.10. Coordination and alternative relations 74 
3.11. Complex sentences 76 

3.11.1. Unmarked sentential complements 77 
3.11.2. Marked sentential complements 78 
3.11.3. Adverbial clauses with -try and other conjunctions 80 
3.11.4. Relative clauses 82 
3.11.5. Correlative clauses 90 
3.11.6. Indirect quote complements 92 
3.11.7. Infinitival adverbials 92 
3.11.8. Infinitival complements and verb serialization 94 

3.12. Summary 95 

Chapter Four 
Noun and Postpositional Phrase Phenomena 97 

4.1. Bound modifying roots 99 
4.2. Determination of head versus modifier within noun phrases 102 

4.2.1. Category constancy 103 
4.2.2. Unique immediate constituent, and obligatorily 

present 103 
4.2.3. Subcategorization and government 104 
4.2.4. Pragmatic head 106 

4.3. Order of head noun and descriptive modifier in text 111 
4.4. Complex modifying phrases 119 
4.5. Genitives 119 
4.6. Postpositional phrases 122 
4.7. Summary 127 

Chapter Five 
Noun Classification and Nominalization 129 

5.1. Derivational uses of classifiers 130 
5.2. Inflectional uses of classifiers 134 
5.3. Anaphora and classifiers 140 
5.4. Theoretical status of Yagua classifiers 143 

5.4.1. Analysis I 146 



Contents xi 

5.4.2. Analysis II 146 
5.4.3. Analysis III 148 
5.4.4. Inflection versus derivation within a prototype 

framework 150 

Chapter Six 
The Verb Phrase and Related Issues 159 

6.1. Verbal nexus 159 
6.1.1. Same-subject infinitival complements 160 
6.1.2. Verb serialization 164 

6.2. Adverbs 166 
6.3. Subject - object asymmetries: Evidence for a 

verb phrase containing the object? 167 
6.4. Incorporation 172 
6.5. An overview of verbal morphology 172 
6.6. The instrumental/comitative -ta 174 
6.7. Morphological causatives with -tániy 180 

6.7.1. Morphology of the causative verb 180 
6.7.2. Set II reference and order of arguments 

with -tániy causative 184 
6.8. Summary 188 

Chapter Seven 
Pragmatic Factors Motivating Order Variation 189 

7.1. General pragmatic structure of Yagua 
clauses 192 

7.2. The pragmatically marked nucleus 195 
7.3. Function of the PM' component 197 
7.4. Functions of the PM component 197 

7.4.1. Single focus contrast and other single focus subtypes 198 
7.4.2. Multiple foci of contrast 202 
7.4.3. Questions and answers to information questions 204 
7.4.4. Restatement and added detail restatement 207 
7.4.5. Counter expectation 212 
7.4.6. Threats 213 
7.4.7. Negation 215 
7.4.8. Semantically marked conditions 215 
7.4.9. Problem cases 216 

7.5. Summary of pragmatically marked types 218 
7.6. Frequency distribution of syntactic constituent orders 222 



xii Contents 

7.7. Relative order of direct objects and obliques 230 
7.8. Summary 237 

Chapter Eight 
Constituent Order in Yagua: Conclusions and Implications 239 

8.1. Arguments in favor of SVO as basic 239 
8.1.1. Hawkins' Universal 2 239 
8.1.2. Set I clitic reference 240 
8.1.3. Subject - object asymmetries 243 

8.2. Arguments against SVO as basic 243 
8.3. Summary of typological traits 246 
8.4. Implications for head-dependent ordering principles 

and Hawkins' Universale 248 

8.5. Yagua as a head marking language 250 

Appendix 1: Lagarto (Alligator) Text 257 

Appendix 2: Phonology 265 

Notes 269 

References 281 

Index 291 


