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Introduction

The Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists (Orhanizatsiia Ukraїns’kykh Natsiona-
listiv, OUN) and its Ukrainian Insurgent Army (Ukraїns’ka Povstans’ka Armiia,
UPA) were the most violent 20th-century Ukrainian nationalist movement. Their
violence became genocidal, and it substantially influenced the history of Ukraine,
the history of Ukrainian and Polish Jews, the history of the Holocaust, Polish his-
tory, and the history of East Central Europe and the Soviet Union. Because the
Ukrainian nationalists were anti-Soviet, resisting and being defeated by the Soviet
Union, and because the German occupiers committed worse crimes in Ukraine
than the Ukrainian nationalists, Cold War historians such as John Armstrong,
Ukrainian and Polish dissidents, and German historians of Eastern Europe denied
or marginalized the violence of this movement or portrayed them as an anti-
Soviet “liberation movement.”1 The denial of the collaboration of the Ukrainian
nationalists in the Holocaust was interrelated with the denial of the fascistization
of Ukrainian nationalism and of the creative invention of a genuine form of
Ukrainian fascism that fostered genocidal violence in Ukraine.2

Although Jewish historians who survived the Holocaust in western Ukraine,
such as Philipp Friedman, Shmuel Spector, and Aharon Weiss, were already in-
vestigating the genocidal violence of the Ukrainian nationalists in the 1950s,3 their
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research was rejected first by Cold War historians and later by the Ukrainian his-
torians in independent Ukraine and German historians of Ukraine and Eastern
Europe.4 While Ukrainian historians deliberately denied the violence of the Ukrai-
nian nationalists, German historians concentrated on the violence committed by
the German occupiers. These selective approaches to the histories of the Second
World War and Holocaust in Ukraine did not allow many Ukrainian, German,
and Polish historians to understand the nature and the extent of the violence
used by the Ukrainian nationalists before, during, and after the Second World
War. However, the genocidal violence of Ukrainian nationalists is essential to un-
derstand the modern history of Ukraine, the history of the Holocaust and fascism
in East Central Europe, and the history of collaboration in the Age of Extremes.

A very fruitful approach to studying the violence of the Ukrainian nationalists
is Saul Friedländer’s concept of integrated history. In contrast to German histori-
ans, who concentrated on the German perpetrators and the “German aspects” of
the Holocaust, Friedländer pleaded for the investigation of all involved actors, ana-
lyzing their perspectives and the documents that they left.5 Besides me, three other
historians – Omer Bartov, John-Paul Himka, and Kai Struve – have applied this con-
cept to investigate the violence in western Ukraine in recent years. While Bartov
wrote the history of Buczacz, Himka and Struve investigated the pogroms in Uk-
raine in 1941. All of them showed how the Ukrainian nationalists and ordinary Uk-
rainians collaborated with the Germans in the Holocaust.6 A decade before them,
the Polish historian Grzegorz Moytka showed how the OUN and UPA murdered
Poles in 1943 and 1944, and Jeffrey Burds and Alexander Statiev showed how the
Ukrainian nationalists murdered civilians during the brutal conflict with the Soviet
Union.7

 Rossoliński-Liebe, “Ukrainian Nationalists and the Jews.”
 Saul Friedländer, “An Integrated History of the Holocaust,” in Years of Persecution, Years of
Extermination: Saul Friedlander and the Future of Holocaust Studies, eds. Paul Betts and Christian
Wiese (London: Continuum, 2010), 21–29.
 Omer Bartov, Anatomy of a Genocide: The Life and Death of a Town Called Buczacz (New York:
Simon & Schuster, 2018); John-Paul Himka, “The Lviv Pogrom of 1941: The Germans, Ukrainian
Nationalists, and the Carnival Crowd,” Canadian Slavonic Papers 53, no. 2–4 (2011): 209–243; Grze-
gorz Rossoliński-Liebe, “Der Verlauf und die Täter des Lemberger Pogroms vom Sommer 1941:
Zum aktuellen Stand der Forschung,” Jahrbuch für Antisemitismusforschung 22 (2013): 207–243;
Rossoliński-Liebe, Stepan Bandera; Kai Struve, Deutsche Herrschaft, ukrainischer Nationalismus,
antijüdische Gewalt: Der Sommer 1941 in der Westukraine (Berlin: De Gruyter, 2015).
 Grzegorz Motyka, Ukraińska partyzantka 1942–1960: Działalność Organizacji Ukraińskich Nac-
jonalistów i Ukraińskiej Powstańczej Armii (Warsaw: Rytm, 2006); Alexander Statiev, The Soviet
Counterinsurgency in Western Borderlands (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2010); Jef-
frey Burds, “AGENTURA: Soviet Informants’ Networks and the Ukrainian Underground in Galicia,

192 Grzegorz Rossoliński-Liebe



In this chapter, I will focus on the radical form of Ukrainian nationalism and
explain how the OUN and UPA used genocidal violence to achieve their political
goals. This outlines three central aspects of the history of genocidal violence in
East Central Europe. First, it demonstrates how violence was used to establish eth-
nically homogenous states with fascist regimes. Second, it shows that violence
was absolutely central for minor nationalist movements that claimed to “liberate”
their countries. Third, it makes clear that the concentration on the main perpetra-
tor (in this case, Nazi Germany) is insufficient to obtain a comprehensive under-
standing of genocidal violence during the Holocaust.

Multiethnic Ukraine between East and West

Ukraine appeared as a state only in 1991, but the Ukrainians shaped the history of
what today is known as Ukraine for centuries. Although the modern Ukrainian
identity took shape only in the late 19th century, pre-modern Ukrainians, who
were known as Ruthenians or Cossacks, lived in the Kingdom of Galicia-Volhynia,
the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, the Habsburg Empire, the Russian Empire,
the Second Polish Republic, and the Soviet Union. Because of the numerous colo-
nizations by and interactions with Poland, Austria, and Russia, as well as the set-
tlement of Jews, Ukraine became a multiethnic territory. While western Ukraine
was inhabited by Ukrainians, Poles, and Jews, central and eastern Ukraine was
the home of Ukrainians, Russians, Jews, and Poles. Because of their political his-
tory, western Ukraine and east-central Ukraine were, by the beginning of the Sec-
ond World War, two different states rather than one united country. The OUN
and UPA felt at home only in western Ukraine, which can best be described as the
regions of eastern Galicia and Volhynia.8

Eastern Galicia and Volhynia were inhabited by Ukrainians, Poles, and Jews
for centuries. Although Ukrainians made up the majority of the population in
these two regions, they were less present in cities such as Lviv than in villages

1944–1948,” East European Politics and Societies 11, no. 1 (1996): 89–130; Jeffrey Burds, The Early
Cold War in Soviet West Ukraine, 1944–1948, The Carl Beck Papers in Russian & East European
Studies No. 1505 (Pittsburgh: The Center for Russian and East European Studies, 2001); Jeffrey
Burds, “Gender and Policing in Soviet West Ukraine, 1944–1948,” Cahiers du Monde russe 42,
no. 2–4 (2001): 279–320.
 A full multiethnic history of Ukraine has still not yet been written. For a discussion of this sub-
ject, see Andreas Kappeler, “From an Ethnonational to a Multiethnic to a Transnational Ukrainian
History,” in A Laboratory of Transnational History: Ukraine and Recent Ukranian Historiography,
eds. Georgiy Kasianov and Philipp Ther (Budapest: Central European University, 2009), 51–80.

9 The Genocidal Violence of the Organization of Ukrainian Nationalists 193



and small towns. Before the Second World War, Jews amounted in both regions
to about 10 percent of all inhabitants, Poles about 25 percent in eastern Galicia
and 15 percent in Volhynia, and Ukrainians 60 percent in eastern Galicia and
70 percent in Volhynia.9 As a result of the first and second partitions of the Pol-
ish-Lithuanian Commonwealth in 1772 and 1793, eastern Galicia was incorporated
into the Habsburg Empire and Volhynia into the Russian Empire, which also held
southern, central, and eastern territories of Ukraine. This geopolitical order re-
mained until the First World War. In November 1917, Ukrainians proclaimed a
state in Kyiv and in November 1918 in Lviv, but they did not succeed in keeping
either of them. In 1921, eastern Galicia and Volhynia were officially incorporated
into the Second Polish Republic, and almost all other Ukrainian territories consti-
tuted the Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic.10

As a result of the new political order, during the interwar period, about
20 percent of all Ukrainians lived in the Second Polish Republic and 80 percent in
the Ukrainian Socialist Soviet Republic. Poland was a multiethnic state which dis-
criminated against Ukrainians and other minorities and treated them as second-
class citizens.11 During the 1920s, the Ukrainians in Soviet Ukraine were exposed
to the policy of “Ukrainization” and the New Economic Policy, which improved
the economy, strengthened the use of the Ukrainian language, and promoted
Ukrainian culture in public life. However, this changed dramatically in the early
1930s. The collectivization of agriculture caused a famine, which resulted in the
deaths of 2.5–3.9 million people in Soviet Ukraine in 1932/33.12 The OUN func-
tioned, during the interwar period, only in Poland.13
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Internal Politics, Racism, Antisemitism,
and Fascism

Before the Ukrainian veterans of the Great War established the OUN in Vienna in
1929, they had created the Ukrainian Military Organization (UVO, Ukraїns’ka Viis’-
kova Orhanizatsiia) in Prague in 1920. Unlike the OUN, the UVO did not become a
mass movement but functioned as a terrorist organization with aspirations to
transform into a mass movement. The Ukrainian veterans who created the UVO
and OUN were Yevhen Konovalets’, Andrii Mel’nyk, Mykola Stsibors’kyi, Roman
Sushko, and Richard Iaryi. Before they established the UVO, they served in the
Austro-Hungarian army and later fought against the Poles, Bolsheviks, and the
anti-revolutionary Russian White Army as soldiers of the Ukrainian People’s
Army (Armia Ukraїns’koї Narodnoї Respubliky, AUNR) and the Ukrainian Galician
Army (Ukraїns’ka Halyts’ka Armiia, UHA).14

The Ukrainian veterans of the First World War, who had established the UVO
and OUN, were born around 1890. After the war, they lived in Germany, Lithua-
nia, Italy, Czechoslovakia, and Switzerland. The younger generation of Ukrainian
nationalists involved in the UVO and OUN in the late 1920s and early 1930s were
born around 1910. This generation was called the Bandera generation after Ste-
pan Bandera. In general, they were more eager than the older generation to use
genocidal violence, to transform Ukraine into an ethnically homogenous state.
The most important members of this generation besides Bandera were Yaroslav
Stets’ko, Stepan Lenkavs’kyi, Volodymyr Ianiv, and Roman Shukhevych.15

The younger generation began to control the homeland executive of the OUN
in the early 1930s, while the older generation kept leading the leadership in exile.
The first leader of the UVO and OUN was Yevhen Konovalets’. After his assassina-
tion in Rotterdam by the NKVD agent Pavel Sudoplatov in 1938, Mel’nyk was
elected the leader of the OUN. Although officially subordinated to the leadership
in exile, the younger generation were pursuing their own politics. Especially after
Bandera began to lead the homeland executive, they assassinated a number of
Polish and Ukrainian politicians who tried to reconcile the Poles and Ukrainians.
The OUN was also planning a Ukrainian revolution which was supposed to be-
come a mass uprising of the Ukrainian population against the authorities of the
Polish state. However, this plan failed as Bandera and 800 other OUN members
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were arrested in June 1934 for assassinating the Polish Interior Minister Broni-
sław Pieracki.16

During the 1920s, 1930s, and the early 1940s, the OUN members understood
themselves as both nationalists and fascists. They did not perceive a contradiction
between these two notions. Dmytro Dontsov, who never belonged to the UVO and
OUN but impacted them substantially, was already arguing in the early 1920s that
Ukrainian nationalism and Ukrainian fascism were closely related phenomena.
In the article “Are We Fascists?” (Chy my fashysty?), published in 1923 in Zahrava,
Dontsov explained the nature of Italian fascism and repeated several times: “If
this is the program of fascism, then according to me – we are the fascists!” Yet as
much as Dontsov admired fascism, he did not want to be accused of copying it:
“Because we stay on a national platform and the fascists on an international
one – we cannot be fascists.” Thus, on the one hand, Dontsov claimed that Ukrai-
nian nationalism was fascist. On the other hand, he emphasized the uniqueness
of Ukrainian nationalism and argued that it should not be regarded as part of in-
ternational fascism. In the early 1920s, Dontsov also rejected “fascism” as a name
for the Ukrainian movement because the Italians had used it already.17

Racist antisemitism appeared in Ukrainian nationalist discourses in the late
1920s and began to dominate in the second half of the 1930s. The OUN ideologist
Volodymyr Martynets’ was one of the most important Ukrainian promoters of
racist antisemitism. In the brochure The Jewish Problem in Ukraine, published in
1938 in London, he made it clear that he admired the Nuremberg Laws passed in
1935 and felt that Ukrainians needed similar racist regulations. Martynets’ argued
that Jews were an alien race in every country in which they lived and thus were
a problem for a number of countries around the globe. Those Jews who had as-
similated in countries such as Italy and Germany endangered them no less than
non-assimilated Jews because they could contaminate the blood of the people. Ac-
cording to Martynets’, no other nation had a more serious problem with the Jews
than the Ukrainians because no other country had more Jews living in it than
Ukraine.18

Martynets’ demanded that Ukrainians should begin dealing with this problem
immediately and not wait until they established a state.19 He argued that the “Jew-
ish problem” could be solved only by means of isolation and racial policies. Because
Ukrainians did not have a state, they could not pass racist laws and thus should
practice isolation and separation. Jews should have their own schools, newspapers,

 Ibid., 117–119.
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restaurants, cafes, theatres, brothels, and cabarets and should not use Ukrainian
ones. Intermarriage between Jews and Ukrainians had to be stopped. This isolation
of the “Jewish race” would allow the Ukrainians to achieve two goals. First, the
“Jewish race” would not corrupt the Ukrainian race and cause the deterioration of
its racial values. Second, isolation would decrease the number of Jews in Ukraine
and finish their “parasitic existence.” Ukrainians would then begin taking up such
professions as tavern owners, doctors, professors, and traders.20

Racism in the context of Ukrainian nationalism was related to the idea of in-
dependence (samostiinist’). Racist Ukrainian thinkers argued that Ukraine should
become an independent state because it was inhabited by a particular race that
needed an independent nation-state to develop all of its features. In 1904, Mikh-
novs’kyi presented some points of his political program in the “Ten Command-
ments of the UNP” for the Ukrainian National Party (Ukraїns’ka Narodna Partia,
UNP). In the third commandment, he claimed, “Ukraine for Ukrainians!” and in
the tenth, “Do not marry a foreign woman because your children will be your
enemies . . .”21

This discourse was brought forward by the Ukrainian geographer Stepan
Rudnyts’kyi, who defined the “natural territory” or “living space” of the Ukrai-
nian nation. He argued that “race” was, after “national territory,” the second
most important feature of the Ukrainian nation.22 He claimed that the “Ukrainian
race is beautiful” and that the Ukrainians possessed some important features,
such as the “ability to live and struggle for the existence of a particular race.”
“The Ukrainian race,” Rudnyts’kyi continued, “is very valuable. Tall height (Ukrai-
nians belong to the tallest nations in Europe and on Earth) and a huge chest cir-
cumference (perhaps the biggest in Europe) while being slender and agile make a
Ukrainian very suitable for all physical work.”23

During the interwar period, several Ukrainian nationalist ideologists dis-
cussed how to use ethnic and political violence to establish a homogenous nation-
state. One of the most important of these ideologists was Mykhailo Kolodzins’kyi,
who trained Ukrainian nationalists together with the Croatian Ustaše in a camp
in Italy in 1933/34. In this camp, Kolodzins’kyi met Ante Pavelić and began writing
“The War Doctrine of the Ukrainian Nationalists,” a document that elaborated on
the concept of an “uprising” against the “occupiers” of Ukraine. If, with regard to

 Ibid., 8–16.
 Roman Koval, “Heroi, shcho ne zmih vriatuvaty Bat’kivshchyny,” in Samostiina Ukraїna, ed.
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tiinoї Ukraїny, ed. L. M. Harbarchuk (Lviv: Vydavnytsvo Svit, 1994), 297.
 Ibid.
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the Poles, Kolodzins’kyi assumed both expulsion and mass killings, with regard to
the Jews, he planned only murder:

The OUN uprising is intended to destroy all living hostile elements in the Ukrainian territory
. . . Slaughtering a half million Jews during the uprising will not be possible, as some nation-
alists say. Obviously, the hatred of the Ukrainian people for the Jews will be particularly
horrible. We do not intend to temper this hatred; on the contrary, we should inflate it be-
cause the more Jews are killed during the uprising, the better for the Ukrainian state, [and
also] because the Jews are the only minority whom we will not be able to denationalize.24

Genocidal Violence of the OUN and UPA

The violence of the Ukrainian nationalists can be divided into five stages: 1921–
1939, September 1939, June-July 1941, August 1941-beginning of 1943, 1943–1944, and
1944–1955. The violence became genocidal only in 1941, but Kolodzins’kyi and other
leaders of the OUN already anticipated ethnically homogenizing Ukraine by means
of violence in the middle of the 1930s. The violence altered during the 1920s, 1930s,
and 1940s because the Ukrainian nationalists adapted to current political circum-
stances. Ukrainian nationalists were also not the only force that used genocidal vio-
lence in western Ukraine. Two other powers who did this as well were the German
National Socialists and the Soviet Union. Both helped the Ukrainian nationalists to
homogenize Ukraine. The latter destroyed the OUN and UPA.

During the interwar period, in the first stage of violence, the UVO and OUN
tried to assassinate a number of Poles, Ukrainians, Jews, and Russians. Some tar-
gets, such as Józef Piłsudski, were attacked because they were significant states-
men of the “occupying” Polish state. Others, such as Tadeusz Hołówko, head of
the Department for Eastern Affairs in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Henryk
Józewski, governor of Volhynia, were committed to Polish-Ukrainian reconcilia-
tion. Ukrainians such as high school director Ivan Babii and the journalist and
political activist Sydir Tverdokhlib did not approve of the measures of the OUN
and cooperated with the Polish authorities. After Bandera became the leader of
the homeland executive, a number of OUN members, such as Yakiv Bachyns’kyi
and Maria Kovaliukivna, were murdered by the organization. The most important
person assassinated by the OUN was the already-mentioned Polish Interior Minis-

 Voienna doktryna ukraїns’kykh natsionalistiv, OUN Archives in Kyiv, f. 1, op. 2. Spr. 466,
136–137.
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ter Bronisław Pieracki.25 The actual number of people killed by the Ukrainian na-
tionalists in Poland is not known, but it was at least several hundred. By 1922, the
UVO had already set 2,200 Polish farms on fire.26 In 1937 alone, the OUN carried
out 830 violent acts against Polish citizens or their property. Of these offenses,
540 were classified by the Security Service of the Polish Interior Ministry as anti-
Polish, 242 as anti-Jewish, 67 as anti-Ukrainian, and 17 as anti-communist.27

The second stage of violence began with the outbreak of the Second World
War on 1 September 1939 and lasted until the Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union
on 22 June 1941. When Germany attacked Poland in 1939, the OUN considered be-
ginning a revolution and establishing a Ukrainian state. However, the Ribben-
trop-Molotov Pact interfered with these plans. On 17 September 1939, the Red
Army attacked Poland from the East and occupied eastern Galicia and Volhynia
within a few days. Nevertheless, in the first three weeks of September, armed na-
tionalist groups assumed power locally in towns and announced their desire to
cooperate with Germans. In September 1939, the OUN murdered approximately
2,000 Poles in eastern Galicia, about 1,000 in Volhynia, and an unknown number
of Jews and political opponents.28

In Yavoriv, a small town about 50 kilometers west of Lviv, German troops,
together with Ukrainian militiamen wearing yellow-and-blue armlets, destroyed
the local synagogue and humiliated, tortured, beat, murdered, and otherwise mis-
treated the Jews.29 In the village of Sloviatyn, which was attacked by OUN troops
on 17 and 18 September 1939, 49 Poles and one Ukrainian, who tried to help the
Poles, were killed. Among the victims were men, women, and children.30 Al-
though the main target groups of the OUN were Polish soldiers, policemen, and
Poles who were settled in Volhynia after 1918 by the Polish government, many

 “Wyrok,” TsDIAL (Tsentral’nyi derzhavnyi istorychnyi arkhiv u L’vovi), f. 205, spr. 3125, 33–35;
Władysław Żeleński, Akt oskarżenia przeciwko Stefanowi Banderze . . ., Warsaw, 2 October 1935
(published as a booklet), 54–56.
 Golczewski, Deutsche und Ukrainer, 434–435.
 Timothy Snyder, “The Life and Death of Western Volhynian Jewry, 1921–1945,” in The Shoah
in Ukraine: History, Testimony, Memorialization, eds. Ray Brandon and Wendy Lower (Blooming-
ton, IN: Indiana University Press, 2008), 83–84.
 Motyka, Ukraińska partyzantka, 70 and 72; Władysław Siemaszko and Ewa Siemaszko, Ludo-
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(Warsaw: Wydawnictwo von Borowiecky, 2000), 1034–1037; Struve, Deutsche Herrschaft, 107–117.
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erbrunn, 1.
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Polish and Jewish civilians, like in Yavoriv and Seliatyn, were killed by the Ukrai-
nian nationalists in September 1939.31

The next wave of violence began after the German attack on the Soviet Union.
The OUN prepared for this event meticulously. When the Soviets incorporated east-
ern Galicia and Volhynia into Soviet Ukraine in October and November 1939, sev-
eral hundred OUN members left these territories and stayed in Cracow and other
parts of the General Government. In 1940, the OUN split into the OUN-B (led by Ste-
pan Bandera) and the OUN-M (Andrii Mel’nyk). Both factions collaborated with the
German military intelligence organization Abwehr and the Wehrmacht and were
involved in the preparation of Operation Barbarossa. In collaboration with the Ab-
wehr, the OUN-B formed the battalions Nachtigall (with 350 soldiers) and Roland
(with 330). Both were made up of Ukrainian soldiers led by German and Ukrainian
officers.32 The OUN-B also established special task forces (pokhidni hrupy) that
united about 800 members.33

In April 1941, the leadership of the OUN-B organized the Second General Con-
gress in Cracow, at which the organization was further fascistized. The leadership
officially announced Stepan Bandera as the Ukrainian providnyk (equivalent to
the German führer or the Italian duce),34 employed the fascist salute of raising the
right arm “slightly to the right, slightly above the peak of the head” while calling
“Glory to Ukraine!” (Slava Ukraini!) and responding “Glory to the Heroes!” (Her-
oiam Slava!),35 and introduced the red and black flag symbolizing blood and
earth (Blut und Boden). The leadership also declared it would combat all demo-
cratic and communist Ukrainian parties and organizations and emphasized that
Jews, Poles, and Russians were the “enemies of the Ukrainian people.”36

While helping the Germans to prepare Operation Barbarossa, the OUN-B
worked out the “Ukrainian National Revolution” without coordinating it with the
Nazi leadership. The Ukrainian National Revolution was intended to begin on the

 Ibid., 115.
 John A. Armstrong, Ukrainian Nationalism (New York: Columbia University Press, 1963), 74;
Ivan Patryliak, Viis’kova diial’nist’ OUN (B) u 1940–1942 rokakh (Kyiv: Instytut Istoriï Ukraïny,
2004), 274–288.
 Motyka, Ukraińska partyzantka, 93.
 The other Ukrainian term for leader – vozhd´ – was reserved for Andrii Mel’nyk after the
Second General Congress of the OUN on 27 August 1939. To distinguish its Führerprinzip from
that of the OUN-M, the OUN-B called Bandera providnyk. For more on this congress, see Golczew-
ski, Deutsche und Ukrainer, 943–944.
 “Postanovy II. Velykoho Zboru Orhanizatsïi Ukraïns’kykh Natsionalistiv,” TsDAHO (Tsentral
´nyi derzhavnyi arkhiv hromads´kykh obiednan´ Ukrainy), f. 1, op. 23, spr. 926, 199.
 “Postanovy II. Velykoho Zboru Orhanizatsiï Ukraïns’kykh Natsionalistiv,” TsDAHO f. 1, op. 23,
spr. 926, 190–193.
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same day as Operation Barbarossa. It had two interrelated aims. The first was to
establish a Ukrainian state with Bandera as its providnyk. The second was to
transform the territory of this state into an ethnically homogenous country. For
this reason, the leadership of the OUN-B in Cracow wrote very detailed instruc-
tions, which were passed to Ivan Klymiv, who headed the OUN in Soviet western
Ukraine. The document was called the “Instructions for the Prewar Period, the
Time of War and Revolution, and the First Days of State Building.”37 In June 1941,
the OUN-B and OUN-M counted 20,000 members and 30,000 sympathizers. The
OUN-B had more members than the OUN-M.38

As Operation Barbarossa and the Ukrainian National Revolution began on
22 June 1941, the OUN-B members, organized in special task forces, accompanied
the Wehrmacht, which was defeating the Red Army and conquering Ukraine. The
members of the task forces helped the local OUN leaders to organize the Ukrai-
nian militia and establish city administrations in numerous cities, towns, and vil-
lages in western Ukraine. On 30 June 1941, Yaroslav Stets’ko proclaimed the
Ukrainian state and asked Adolf Hitler, Benito Mussolini, Ante Pavelić, and Fran-
cisco Franco to accept it.39 At the same time, the OUN-B, together with the German
occupiers, organized numerous pogroms in western Ukraine and helped the Ein-
satzkommandos of Einsatzgruppe C to conduct the first mass shootings. To in-
volve the local population in the anti-Jewish violence, the German occupiers and
the Ukrainian nationalists used the corpses of over 8,000 political prisoners
whom the NKVD had murdered before they retreated from Ukraine. During the
pogroms, about 20,000 Jews were murdered in western Ukraine.40

The biggest pogrom in western Ukraine took place in Lviv. It began on
30 June 1941 in the afternoon, a few hours before Stets’ko proclaimed the Ukrai-
nian state, and lasted until the evening of 2 July. The Ukrainian militiamen seized
Jews on the streets and in their homes and took them to one of the four prisons in
which the NKVD had left the corpses of the murdered political prisoners. The
Jews were forced to carry them from the prison buildings to the yards where the
Wehrmacht organized the Leichenschau (public viewing of the corpses). Both the

 “Propahandyvni vkazivky na peredvoiennyi chas, na chas viiny i revoliutsiï ta na pochatkovi
dni derzhavnoho budivnytstva,” TsDAVOV (Tsentral´nyi derzhavnyi arkhiv vyshchykh orhaniv
vlady ta upravlinnia Ukrainy) f. 3833, op. 1, spr. 69, 23–28.
 John-Paul Himka, Ukrainian Nationalists and the Holocaust: OUN and UPA’s Participation in
the Destruction of Ukrainian Jewry 1941–1944 (Stuttgart: Ibidem, 2021), 178.
 Grzegorz Rossoliński-Liebe, “The ‘Ukrainian National Revolution’ of Summer 1941,” Kritika:
Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History 12, no. 1 (2011): 90–99.
 Himka, “The Lviv Pogrom of 1941,” 209–243; Rossoliński-Liebe, “Der Verlauf und die Täter des
Lemberger Pogroms,” 207–243.
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Ukrainian militiamen and the Wehrmacht soldiers implied that the local Jews
were responsible for killing the prisoners. In this way, they involved local Ukrai-
nians in the public violence against the Jews. Angry Ukrainians forced the Jews to
sing Soviet songs, hit them with all manner of objects, such as stones and sticks,
or kicked them and punched them with their fists. For two and a half days, the
streets of Lviv were full of angry Ukrainians, injured and dead Jews, and Wehr-
macht soldiers who filmed these scenes and instructed the local population on
how to kill and mistreat the Jews.41

Kurt Lewin, who was forced to work in the Brygidki prison, was especially
afraid of

an elegantly dressed man in a beautiful embroidered shirt, frequently worn by Ukrainian
patriots, who beat with an ironclad cane. After a while, he beat only against the heads. With
every hit he wrenched off strips of skin. He put some people’s eyes out, wrenched off ears.
When the cane broke, he immediately took a large charred piece of wood and smashed my
neighbor’s skull. The skull broke and the brain splattered in all directions, also on my face
and clothes.42

Eliyahu Yones, who was seized by German soldiers together with other Jews on
7 July 1941 and was ordered to spread lime on the earth in one of the yards of the
Brygidki prison, was overwhelmed by the extreme stench of decomposing corpses.
He noticed that the ground under his feet was as soft as gum, had cracks five centi-
meters wide, and could not absorb the number of corpses being buried in the
yard.43 On 25 June 1941, the Wehrmacht and the OUN-B organized another pogrom
in Lviv in honor of Symon Petliura, who had been killed by Sholom Schwartzbard
in Paris on 25 May 1926. A French court acquitted Schwartzbard for this murder
because he argued that he had avenged his family members who had been mur-
dered during the pogroms in Ukraine in 1917–1920. These were the largest anti-
Jewish massacres prior to the Holocaust. More than 50,000 Jews were murdered in
these pogroms.44

The third stage of the OUN violence began in August 1941, when the Germans
incorporated eastern Galicia as Distrikt Galizien into the General Government and
Volhynia into the Reichskommissariat Ukraine. In this stage, which lasted in Volhy-

 Struve, Deutsche Herrschaft, 304–378.
 Kurt Lewin, Przeżyłem: Saga Świętego Jura w roku 1946 (Warsaw: Zeszyty Literackie, 2006),
58–59.
 Eliyahu Yones, Die Straße nach Lemberg: Zwangsarbeit und Widerstand in Ostgalizien
1941–1944, ed. Susanne Heim (Frankfurt a.M.: Fischer Taschenbuch Verlag, 1999), 24–25.
 Rossoliński-Liebe, Stepan Bandera, 79 and 218; Henry Abramson, A Prayer for the Government:
Ukrainians and Jews in Revolutionary Times, 1917–1920 (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
Press, 1999), 134–139.
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nia until the end of 1942 and eastern Galicia until the spring of 1943, about 800,000
Jews were murdered in western Ukraine. This was half of all Jews killed in Ukraine
during the German occupation, although western Ukraine was much smaller than
central and eastern Ukraine.45 In central and eastern Ukraine, more Jews survived
because they had more time to flee, the occupation was shorter, and, most impor-
tant, there was no OUN or UPA in this part of the country. When the Einsatzgruppe
finished the mass shootings in late 1941, the systematic murder of Jews began. Of
the 500,000 Jews alive in eastern Galicia by the end of 1941, about 250,000 were mur-
dered in the Bełżec extermination camp and about 250,000 in the surroundings of
their ghettos. In Volhynia, all Jews, about 200,000, were killed in mass shootings.46

The organizers and main perpetrators of the Holocaust in Ukraine were the
German occupiers, but they could not have killed over 90 percent of the western
Ukrainian Jews without the help of Ukrainian nationalists and ordinary Ukrai-
nians. Although the leadership of the OUN-B, including the providnyk Bandera
and his deputy Yaroslav Stets’ko, were detained in Berlin and Sachsenhausen,
many Ukrainian nationalists joined the Ukrainian police established by the Ger-
mans in August 1941 and helped the German occupiers to kill Jews. They guarded
the ghettos, helped to deport the Jews to Bełżec, helped to conduct the mass shoot-
ings, and searched for Jews hiding in the ghettos, countryside, and the woods. Be-
cause they outnumbered the German policemen, their assistance in the Shoah
was essential. By helping the Germans to kill the Jews, the Ukrainian nationalists
implemented their own goal of national homogenization through genocide – one
could also say homogenizational genocide or genocidal homogenization. Ukrai-
nian nationalists were transforming Ukraine into a homogeneous territory and
eliminating the “enemies of the Ukrainian people,” as they called the Jews.47

Although the Nazis wanted to purge the Ukrainian police from the OUN
in August 1941 due to the political conflict with Bandera, many OUN members re-
mained in the police, concealing their association with the organization. Volody-
myr Pitulei, commander of the Ukrainian police, retained many OUN members in
the police force, despite the German order to replace them. According to the

 Alexander Kruglov, “Jewish Losses in Ukraine, 1941–1944,” in: The Shoah in Ukraine: History,
Testimony, Memorialization, eds. Ray Brandon and Wendy Lower (Bloomington, IN: Indiana Uni-
versity Press, 2008), 273 and 285–286.
 Kruglov, “Jewish Losses in Ukraine,” 273–283. For the Holocaust in eastern Galicia and Volhy-
nia in general, see Dieter Pohl, Nationalsozialistische Judenverfolgung in Ostgalizien: Organisation
und Durchführung eines staatlichen Massenverbrechens (Munich: Oldenburg, 1997); Shmuel Spec-
tor, The Holocaust of Volhynian Jews 1941–1944 (Jerusalem: Achva Press, 1990).
 Grzegorz Rossoliński-Liebe, “Ukraińska policja, nacjonalizm i zagłada Żydów w Galicji
Wschodniej i na Wołyniu,” Zagłada Żydów: Studia i Materiały 13 (2017): 57–79.
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OUN-B member Bohdan Kazanivs’kyi, there were even many OUN-B members
among the commandants of the police school in Lviv in which new policemen
were recruited.48 Eliyahu Yones, who worked in the Kurowice slave-labor camp,
wrote in his memoirs that the Ukrainian policemen at his camp were Ukrainian
nationalists who were proud to wear blue uniforms and Ukrainian caps.49 In the
spring of 1942, there were over 4,000 Ukrainian policemen in the General Govern-
ment.50 In 1942, there were 12,000 Ukrainian policemen and only 1,400 Germans
in Volhynia.51

When the majority of the Jews in Volhynia and eastern Galicia were killed in
late 1942 and early 1943, the OUN-B established the UPA to expel and kill the
Poles. This was the fourth stage of violence. In March and April 1943, about 5,000
Ukrainian policemen deserted the police force in Volhynia and joined the UPA.
The UPA kept killing Jews who had escaped the ghettos and survived by hiding in
the woods, villages, and towns. In some regions, the Ukrainian nationalists were
even more antisemitic than the German occupiers, causing some Jews to flee
from the woods to German forced labor camps. Because the UPA intended to kill
all the Jews, only a few thousand survived by the time they were liberated by the
Red Army in the summer of 1944.52 Possibly 80,000 Jews tried to survive the last
stage of the occupation of western Ukraine, but more than 60,000 were killed by
the German occupiers, Ukrainian nationalists, and ordinary Ukrainians.53

However, the main target group of the Ukrainian nationalist in the fourth
stage of violence was the Polish population. The UPA conducted a genocide of the
Poles in Volhynia in 1943 and in eastern Galicia in 1944. They murdered about
100,000 Poles and forced even more to leave western Ukraine. While the majority
of the Jews in western Ukraine were murdered by both the German occupiers
and the Ukrainian nationalists, the killing and expelling of the Poles was a purely
OUN-B project. The OUN-B and UPA applied various methods to murder the Poles.

 Bohdan Kazanivs’kyi, Shliakhom Legendy: Spomyny (London: Ukraїns’ka Vydavnycha Spilka,
1975), 263–266.
 Yones, Die Straße nach Lemberg, 85–86.
 Gabriel N. Finder and Alexander V. Prusin, “Collaboration in Eastern Galicia: The Ukrainian
Police and the Holocaust,” East European Jewish Affairs 34, no. 2 (2004): 105–106.
 Timothy Snyder, “The Causes of Ukrainian-Polish Ethnic Cleansing 1943,” Past and Present 179
(2003): 210.
 Omer Bartov, “Wartime Lies and Other Testimonies: Jewish-Christian Relations in Buczacz,
1939–1944,” East European Politics and Societies 26, no. 3 (2011): 496–497.
 Rossoliński-Liebe, Ukraińska policja, nacjonalizm i zagłada Żydów, 74.
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In contrast to the Jews, most Poles were not shot by bullets but hacked to death
with axes and hatchets or killed with knives and pitchforks.54

Numerous supporters and random Ukrainians were involved in the murder
of the Poles by the OUN-B and the UPA. One of the most common methods to kill
Poles was to mobilize Ukrainian peasants and order them to surround a village
while a group of Ukrainian nationalists went inside to kill the civilians. People
who escaped from the village were caught by the peasants and murdered by
them.55 The Ukrainian nationalists were prepared to murder all Poles who would
not leave the “Ukrainian territories,” including women and children. They fre-
quently returned on the second or third day after an attack and looked for survi-
vors in order to slaughter them. The UPA regularly demanded that Ukrainians in
mixed marriages kill their spouses and children.56 Poles had lived in Volhynia
and eastern Galicia for decades or even centuries and were often bilingual. The
UPA partisans frequently could not identify Poles by language. If they could not
learn who was Polish from local Ukrainians, they asked the suspect to pray in
Ukrainian.57

Given that Ukrainian and Polish culture had been intermingled in eastern Ga-
licia and Volhynia for centuries, murdering Poles affected the Ukrainian popula-
tion. Both the OUN-B and the UPA began issuing directives requiring Ukrainian
partners in mixed families to murder their nearest and dearest. Some of the Uk-
rainians living in such families ignored these requirements; others, however, out
of fear of dire consequences, obeyed.58 In order to intimidate the Poles and force
them to leave Ukraine, Ukrainian nationalists committed many acts of pathologi-
cal sadism. In May 1943 in the village of Kolonia Grada, for example, UPA parti-
sans killed two families who could not escape as all the others had after they
realized that the UPA was attacking the neighboring village of Kolonia Łamane.
The partisans killed all the members of these two families, cut open the belly of a
pregnant woman, removed the fetus and her innards, and hung them on a bush,

 Motyka, “Ukraińska partyzantka,” 284.
 Jared McBride, “Peasants into Perpetrators: The OUN-UPA and the Ethnic Cleansing of Volhy-
nia, 1943–1944,” Slavic Review 75 (2016): 630–654.
 Motyka, Ukraińska partyzantka, 346–347.
 Ibid., 341.
 Despite the existence of solid documentation on this type of crime, there has been no aca-
demic study of the subject. However, Artur Brożyniak has produced a popular work on the sub-
ject: Artur Brożyniak, “Rasowa czystość po banderowsku – zbrodnie OUN-UPA na rodzinach
mieszanych,” Glaukopis: Pismo społeczno-historyczne 31 (2014): 127–134.
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probably to leave a message for other Poles who had escaped the attack and
might come back to the village.59

UPA partisans applied the skills they obtained as Ukrainian policemen during
the Holocaust. They would sometimes give candy to Polish children and generally
be very polite to the population in order to calm them. They would ask the Poles
to go to a meeting, and then they would either take small groups from the meet-
ing and shoot them or burn the entire Polish population of a village in a barn or
other building. They would attack on Sundays when the Polish villagers were
gathered for a service in a church and either throw grenades into the church,
burn it down, or enter and murder everyone inside. They would dig a large
grave, take groups of Poles to it, and either shoot the Poles or murder them with
sharp implements beside the grave or in it. In July 1943, one of the bloodiest
months of the “cleansing,” the UPA attacked 520 localities and killed between
10,000 and 11,000 Poles.60

Although the leaders of the UPA officially distanced themselves from fascism,
forbidding the use of the fascist greeting and announcing a desire for democrati-
zation, the mass violence practiced by the UPA and their racist interpretation of
nationalism indicate that no democratization occurred within the movement. The
“democratization” was mainly a strategic move to start collaborating with the Al-
lies because the Germans were losing the war and the OUN and UPA needed a
new ally.61

This fifth and last stage of violence began in the summer of 1944, when the
Red Army came to western Ukraine and when western Ukraine became a part of
Soviet Ukraine again. Ukrainian nationalists regarded Russia and the Soviet
Union as their main political opponent and decided to fight against it despite the
disparity of forces. Consequently, Soviet military detachments began a wide-
ranging operation of liquidating the nationalist underground, aimed not only at
members of the OUN and UPA partisans but also at their families, followers, or
those accused of supporting the nationalists. Whereas during the brutal conflict
with the Soviet security forces, the OUN and the UPA killed about 20,000 civilians
and 10,000 of the security forces, their opponents accounted to have murdered
153,000 people in western Ukraine, imprisoned 134,000, and deported 203,000 into

 Motyka, Ukraińska partyzantka, 323; Siemaszko and Siemaszko, Ludobójstwo dokonane, vol. 1,
621.
 Motyka, Ukraińska partyzantka, 328–329, 331, 334, 337–340.
 Rossoliński-Liebe, Stepan Bandera, 398–403.
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the interior of the Soviet Union. Given that Ukrainians fought on both sides, this
conflict was to be considered a civil war.62

People in western Ukraine were in a very difficult situation. On the one hand,
they were attacked by the Ukrainian nationalists if they took positions in the ad-
ministration. On the other, they could be arrested, killed, or deported if they sup-
ported the Ukrainian nationalists. The Soviet forces applied brutal methods to
defeat the nationalist underground in Ukraine. In the early stage of fighting
against the OUN and UPA, they recruited many local Ukrainians and Poles who
served in the destruction battalions (istrebitel’nye batal’ony). From 1946, they re-
lied more on the secret forces because the units of Ukrainian nationalists became
smaller. They used torture to obtain information, practiced public executions,
and deported the nationalists’ families to force them to surrender. This, however,
only radicalized the violence of the Ukrainian nationalists and alienated them.63

In the center of a village in the Rivne region in June 1944, the OUN-UPA
hanged a local peasant suspected of collaboration. They then “hacked the corpse
of the hanged bandit to pieces with an axe.” In the Lviv region in August 1944,
OUN and UPA members gouged out the eyes of members of two whole families,
one by one in front of the others, and then hacked them to pieces in front of the
villagers.64 On 3 May 1946 in the village of Mil’s’k, the perpetrators tortured two
officials to death, “taking out their eyes, cutting them with knives, burning their
bodies with iron, hitting them with a ramrod.”65 They frequently used axes,
hatchets, and other tools, as they had during the genocide in 1943 in Volhynia and
in 1944 in eastern Galicia. In the town of Sernyky in the Rivne region, five people
from the family of a collective farm were slaughtered with a hatchet in 1948.66

The Ukrainian nationalists frequently worked with texts and symbols. On
3 September 1944 in Staryi Lysets’, six people were killed. A sign was then posted
on a fence: “For the betrayal of the Ukrainian nation, all will die in the same
way.”67 On 11 September 1944, a couple named Marżenko and their four-year-old
daughter were killed. The perpetrators left the following note: “Death to the in-
formers of the NKVD – the enemies of the working people. Death to the Bolshevik

 Motyka, Ukraińska partyzantka, 657; Katrin Boeckh, Stalinismus in der Ukraine: Die Rekon-
struktion des sowjetischen Systems nach dem Zweiten Weltkrieg (Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz, 2007),
366.
 Rossoliński-Liebe, Stepan Bandera, 295–311.
 Ibid., 106.
 Motyka, Ukraińska partyzantka, 517.
 Ibid., 549.
 Ibid., 472.
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fascists, imperialists, and capitalists.”68 On 24 December 1944 in Volia Vysots’ka,
18 families were killed. The inscription “For the betrayal of the Ukrainian nation.
Death to the NKVD informers” was left on the bodies.69 On 31 July 1944, about 20
bandits raided the village of Verbovets’ and went to the house of Teodor Protsiuk.
He was not at home, but the bandits found his wife and four children between
the ages of four and thirteen. They killed all the children and fatally wounded his
wife. Next, they went to the adjacent house of Ivan Ulin, strangled him, and left
the following inscription on his corpse: “All traitors and NKVD employees will die
such a dog’s death.” Finally, they went to the home of Ivan Kuchera, another
member of the village administration, and asked him to give them a ride to the
next village. They killed him 300 meters from the village and left the inscription
“The Revolutionary Army” on his corpse.70

Conclusion

The OUN and UPA were the most violent Ukrainian nationalist movement in the
20th century. Their main political goal was to establish an ethnically homogenous
Ukrainian state. To achieve this goal, the OUN allied with Nazi Germany, collabo-
rated with Fascist Italy and the Croatian Ustaše, and conceptualized a Ukrainian
form of fascism. Although it succeeded in proclaiming a state in Lviv, eight days
after the beginning of Operation Barbarossa, Adolf Hitler did not approve of
these political aspirations and arrested the movement’s leadership, including
Bandera and Stets’ko. However, despite this political conflict, the OUN helped the
German occupiers to murder 800,000 Jews in western Ukraine, and it murdered
about 100,000 Poles in Volhynia in 1943 and eastern Galicia in 1944 without any
help from the German occupiers. By murdering Jews as Ukrainian policemen or
administration staff and killing Poles, the OUN was implementing its political goal
of establishing an ethnically homogenous Ukrainian state, which, however, it
never achieved. Between 1944 and 1955, the Soviet authorities destroyed the OUN
and UPA in western Ukraine and kept mocking the Ukrainian nationalists after
the collapse of the Soviet Union.

Because of Soviet propaganda and the lack of appropriate research methods,
the violence of the Ukrainian nationalists was perceived as marginal for a long
time. Historians wrongly assumed that the National Socialists murdered the Jews

 Ibid., 473.
 Ibid.
 GARF (Gosudarstvennyi arkhiv Rossiiskoi Federatsii) f. 9478, op. 1, d. 131, 293.

208 Grzegorz Rossoliński-Liebe



in Ukraine alone, without or with only marginal help from the Ukrainian nation-
alists. Others perceived the members of the OUN and UPA as anti-Soviet and anti-
German freedom fighters. Only in the last two decades have historians such as
Grzegorz Motyka, Omer Bartov, John-Paul Himka, Kai Struve, Jeffrey Burds, and
Jared McBride demonstrated that the violence of the OUN and UPA was genocidal
and that the movement considered violence as an important instrument to imple-
ment its policy. Because the studies on the OUN and UPA were fragmented, an
additional step was required to connect these studies and demonstrate that the
movement did not kill just a few thousand Jews, Poles, and Ukrainians but was
involved in the murder of 800,000 Jews and over 100,000 Polish and Ukrainian
civilians without any help from the Germans or other powers.

The genocidal violence of the Ukrainian nationalists demonstrates that the
OUN and UPA should be taken seriously when conceptualizing the history of Uk-
raine. The genocidal violence of the Ukrainian nationalists is also an integral as-
pect of the history of the Holocaust in Ukraine, the history of the Ukrainian and
Polish Jews, the history of the Poles in eastern Galicia and Volhynia, Soviet history
in western Ukraine, and the history of fascism in Ukraine and East Central Eu-
rope. The marginalization or denial of the genocidal violence of the Ukrainian na-
tionalists is unjustified from an academic point of view. On the political level, the
denial of the genocidal violence of the OUN and UPA, as well as of the creation of
Ukrainian fascism by the OUN in the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s, has contributed, es-
pecially in the last two decades, to the radicalization of conflicts within Ukraine
and between Ukraine and Russia, Poland, and Israel. It also hampered the process
of inventing a democratic identity and emancipating from Russia.
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