Preface and Acknowledgements

This Open Access edited volume brings together a first series of revised discus-
sion papers by scholars from a range of disciplinary, (trans)regional and epis-
temic perspectives that came out of our networking initiative co?libri: conceptual
collaboration — living borderless research interaction, funded by the Berlin Uni-
versity Alliance (2020-2025). As an interdisciplinary and transregionally oriented
initiative, co’libri envisages a multicentric perspective that integrates neglected
positions of Southern theory and praxis into the heart of academic conversations.
co?libri’s collaborative endeavour builds on long-standing active connections
with partners in Africa, South and Southeast Asia, and the Middle East. Instead
of setting an agenda from the North, it proposes to find ways forward through col-
laborative engagement, building on relationships of mutual trust. Using formats
that facilitate substantial and open-ended discussion, we are rethinking theory
and method, academic practices and research ethics, while keeping material
inequalities in view.

Contributors to this edited volume are working towards the implementation of
various innovative activities and collaboration formats which all subscribe to the
principle of dialogue on equal footing with scholars and activists based in diver-
gent positionalities along the global North-South divide and beyond. Authors
are brought together in their aim to produce more adequate and more sensitive
critical knowledge and to apply a fresh view to approach, methods and ethical
standards. The group focuses on alternative frames of reference and theorizations
of lived experiences. Thus, the various chapters add to our multi-layered, multi-
disciplinary and transregional understandings, discussions and critical takes on
the existing state of the art and its underlying practices. Subsequently, we aim
to contribute to transformative understandings and practices of what it means
to take an adequate position, and a constructive role, for scholars based in the
global North and/or South or its interstices, within the current field of demands
and expectations towards decolonising scholarship.

We would like to thank Lena Wassermeier and Nathalie A. Koenings for their
meticulous and tireless efforts in finalising this manuscript. We also want to
thank our colleagues in our co?libri networks as well as the members of the ZMO-
based Working Group ‘Thinkers and Theorizing from the South’ who initiated,
organized and engaged in the sessions of which the contributions to this volume
are a testimony and whose critical discussions and sharing of their expertise enri-
ched our reflections, including Chester Arcilla, Sandra Calkins, Fatima Castillo,
Bettina Dennerlein, Claudia Derichs, Linda Chinenye Iroulo, Birgit Meyer, Juliana
Tappe Ortiz, Antony Pattathu, June Rubis, Abdoulaye Sounaye, Abdulkader
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Tayob, Ferdiansyah Thajib, Clod Yambao and others. We also thank the authors
who engaged in rounds of mutual critical feedback on draft chapters. Further-
more, we would like to acknowledge the funding support we received from the
Berlin University Alliance and thank our colleagues from the Berlin Center for
Global Engagement (based at Freie Universitit Berlin) for their support and inte-
rest in our co’libri activities. Thanks also go to our respective home institutions,
the Institute of Asian and African Studies (IAAW) at Humboldt-University (HU)
of Berlin, and the Leibniz-Zentrum Moderner Orient (ZMO). This edited volume
is just one outcome of these activities — many others are part of this journey and
steps are already being taken to prepare a second co®libri volume publication.
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