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Abstract: A recently found wagf deed with a list of books documents the contents
of a part of Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani’s library. This Moroccan scholar
from Fez, who died in 1163 AH/1750 cE, wrote and collected books; he established
a zawiya close to the Qarawiyyin mosque where his collection of manuscripts was
kept. The deed is published in this paper. It is the starting point of a research into
Muhammad Bannani’s library: with the documentation at hand, it is possible to
identify eighty-three titles that once belonged to him, but also to study the strat-
egies of a Moroccan scholar in the eleventh AH/eighteenth CE century to collect
books and to organize the survival of his library for his children. An effort to defend
the prestige of the family is also apparent since the collection helped to preserve the
successive contributions of various generations of scholars related by kin.

The Qarawiyyin library in Fez keeps, besides its collection of manuscripts which
has been the subject of a series of catalogues, a deposit of manuscripts and papers
in a state that does not allow to have them kept with the rest of the collection. One
of us (FD) was allowed to look at these documents and was able to identify a list
of manuscripts that had been presented as a wagqf: it has been the starting point
for a wider research (Fig. 1). The deed had been written on a sheet of paper that
has been folded in six. Its left side has been torn away, as well as the bottom of
the sheet, so that the texts that were in these places have either been partially
mutilated or completely lost. Its current dimensions are c. 220 x 140 to 150 mm.

1 The wagqf deed

The layout immediately helps identifying the different parts of the document:
at the top and bottom is the text of the waqf itself; between the two, the list of
the books has been arranged in six columns and ten rows, according to a famil-
iar arrangement for this kind of information. Reference can be made here to the
wagqf of Shaykh Khalid al-Shahraziiri of 1242 AH/1827 CE! or to the catalogues of

1 See de Jong and Witkam 1987, 76.
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Fig. 1: Fez, Qarawiyyin Library, Fgmt 10-29, without no. The wagf deed of the three sisters.
©F. Déroche.
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Ottoman libraries. The identification of the works concerned is facilitated by a
lay out intended to make its reading easier: in each case one finds either the title,
often followed by the name of the author, or the name of the latter only; rela-
tively frequently, an indication about the nature of the manuscript (majmi‘, for
instance) or the number of volumes is also found. The whole document has been
written by the same scribe who used a script Muhammad al-Maniini suggested
to call al-musnad al-zimami in his classification of Maghribi scripts®> and where
appear some peculiarities, like the way of writing ‘Sidi’ or a heart-like shape of ta’
when the letter is inside a word (Fig. 1, lines 2 in Part 1 of the deed and 2 in item 22
respectively). The text of the wagfs is as follows:

Part 1:
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1. Praise be to God! Have formed in good hands the virtuous, protected and generous sisters,
the ladies Fariha, Fatima and ‘Ashwla],

2. daughters of the learned, erudite and excellent shaykh of the community, Sidi Muham-
mad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani, all the books they had inherited from their father — already
mentioned - [and from their brother]

3. the wise and good Sidi Hamdiin, may God cover him with His grace, and from their
brother, the learned professor Sidi Muhammad; these are the books mentioned below, in
favor of [their brother ‘Abd al-Karim]

2 al-Maniini 1991, 14.

3 ‘Ashwa is an affectionate form of the name ‘Aysha, especially in Fez. Various sources in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries document this: see al-Fasi al-Fihri, al-Mawrid, ed. al-Siqilli
2008, 83; al-Manali al-Zabadi, Suliik al-tarig, ed. ‘al-Hayy al-Yamlahi 2012, 408; Muhammad b.
Ja‘far al-Kattani, Sulwat al-anfas, ed. al-Kamil al-Kattani 2004-2006, II, 211.
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4. mentioned in the deed below; a perpetual legacy and an eternal wagf until God ‘inherits
the earth and those who are there’ (Q. 19: 40) because he is ‘the best of those who give inher-
itance’ (Q. 21: 89). End of Jumada I

5.118 [6]/August 28, 1772.

Part 2:
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1. Praise be to God! The sisters mentioned above attest to bequeath all the books registered
in the descriptions (tardjim) above, the number of which is [5] 9, [description (tarjama)]

2. with a double pointed ta’ at the beginning of ‘tarjama’, the first of which is al-Nihaya
of Ibn al-Athir in two volumes and the last the Sharh al-Quda ‘T of Ibn al-Wahshi to [their
brother the learned],

3. the excellent Sidi ‘Abd al-Karim, descendant of [Bannani], to his children and the chil-
dren of the latter as long as they reproduce themselves and their [genealogical] branches
spread, then to those who devote themselves to knowledge among the sons [of their pater-

nal uncle...]

4 The date is partly missing; if the number of the units is not 6 and the sin is the first letter of
sana instead, the date is then comprised between 1183 AH, year of Muhammad b. Muhammad
b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani’s death (10 Ramadan 1182 AH/18 January 1769 CE) and 1189 AH, i.e. be-
tween 1st October 1769 and 28 July 1775.
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4. Bannant® where they are, as long as they reproduce themselves and their [genealogical]
branches spread. And if they disappear, the books mentioned will be bequeathed to the
zawiya® of the father of the don[ors, where is]

5. the location of his mausoleum, in the diwan of the jewellers district and of Fez al-Qarawi-
yyin so that the beneficiaries benefit from these books in terms of reading, [collation]

6. and copy, in perpetual bequest and eternal wagf until God ‘inherits the earth and those
who are there’ [Q. 19: 40] because he is ‘the best of those who give inheritance’ [Q. 21: 89].
Whoever destroys or transforms [this habiis], God [will chastise him]

7. and question him and ‘those who are unjust will know to what destiny they turn” [Q. 26:
227]. The brother of the donors, the aforesaid Sidi ‘Abd al-Karim declared that he [got]

8. all the books made wagqf and that he has laid his hand on these as a whole pre-emption
and that he has verified them properly. As a result, the sisters strip themselves of books that
have become a legacy [in perpetuity]

9. which is recognized at its true value. All of the aforesaid has been attested by oath and the
women were exhaustively identified on the date indicated above [by...].”

[...]

The deed involves various members of the Bannani family (see Appendix II):®
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam in the first place, and his children, three daughters,
Fariha, Fatima and ‘Ashwa, and their three brothers Hamdan, Muhammad and
‘Abd al-Karim. Sources agree that Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam had actually six
children. The books in the possession of the three sisters came partly from their
father, partly from their brothers Hamdiin and Muhammad. It is a family wagf, the
beneficiary being the only surviving brother at the time of the deed, ‘Abd al-Karim.
However, the clauses provide that it will remain in the family or pass to the zawiya
the construction of which was started by Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam.

5 We suppose that a paternal uncle was named here, perhaps Aba ‘Abd Allah Muhammad al-
‘Arabi b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani (see below) who could be the father of the cousin Aba Hamid
‘Amm al-‘Arabi (d. 1182 AH/1768 CE). Al-Manali al-Zabadi mentions the latter as a servant of the
shaykh Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani and his children, in charge of his uncle’s zawiya,
but does not provide his own father’s name (al-Manali al-Zabadi, Suliik al-tarig, ed. ‘al-Hayy
al-Yamlahi 2012, 295; see also Muhammad b. Ja‘far al-Kattani, Sulwat al-anfas, ed. al-Kamil
al-Kattani 2004-2006, 1, 158).

6 The zawiya was close to his home and located in the al-Qattan alleyway. The construction was
started when Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani was still alive and finished after his death in
order to include his tomb (see al-Manali al-Zabadi, Suliik al-tarig, ed. ‘al-Hayy al-Yamlahi 2012, 294).
7 The names of the witnesses should have been written on the lower part of the document, now
missing.

8 This family, of Jewish descent, belongs in J. Schacht’s words to the Fasi aristocracy of Islamic
studies (Schacht 1960, 1019).
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2 Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani

The latter was a prominent representative of the Bannani family. He was born in
1082 AH/1671 CE to a learned scholar, ‘Abd al-Salam (d. 1136 AH/1723 CE), and Fatima,
the daughter of a notary of Fez, Ab al-‘Abbas Ahmad, known as Haddd, a son
of Mahammad Mayyara al-Fasi (d. 1072/1662), a prominent scholar of the Saadian
period.” Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam b. Hamdan Bannani has left a fahrasa that
his son ‘Abd al-Karim has integrated into his Tuhfat al-fudal@’ and where he enu-
merates the list of his father’s twenty-two masters among whom the figure of Hasan
b. Mas‘td al-Yasi (d. 1102 AH/1690 CE) stands out.’® The Law seems to have been
the area where he excelled, since he later taught the Mukhtasar at the Qarawiyyin
mosque and Ibn Abi Zayd al-Qayrawani’s Risala as well as Bukhari’s Sahih at the
Madrasa al-Misbahiyya.' Forced to leave Fez during the famine of 1150 AH/1737 CE,
he continued to teach in Tetouan where he had taken refuge.' He taught at al-Azhar
in 1141ah/1729 cE on his way back from the pilgrimage to Mekka and he may have
returned there shortly thereafter.”> He died in 1163 ah/1750 CE.

He left behind an imposing body of work that confirms the importance of this
scholar from the beginning of the Alawite dynasty. However, it should be noted that
his writings remain unpublished, which prompted us to publish a list drawn up by
one of us (LT).

9 al-Qadiri, Nashr al-mathani, ed. Hajji and al-Tawfiq 1982-1986, III, 136; ‘Abd al-Karim b.
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani, Tuhfat al-fudala’ al-a‘lam fi al-ta rif bi al-shaykh abt ‘Abd
Allah Mahammad al-Bannani ibn ‘Abd al-salam, autograph copy, Rabat, Hasaniyya Library,
13900, fol. 5v. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani was considered the last great figure of the
old Fasi school (Schacht 1960, 1019). On Mahammad b. Ahmad Mayyara, see Pellat 1990, 932.
10 ‘Abd al-Karim Bannani, MS Hasaniyya 13900, fols 8r—27r. On al-Yiisi, see for instance Hajji
1976, passim; also El-Rouahyeb 2015, 207-212, 217-229.

11 al-Qadiri, Nashr al-mathant, ed. Hajji and al-Tawfiq 1982-1986, 1V, 81. An evaluation of his ex-
pertise in legal matters is found in Muhammad b. Ja‘far al-Kattani, Sulwat al-anfas, ed. al-Kamil
al-Kattani 2004-2006, 1, 156.

12 al-Du‘ayyif al-Ribati, Tarikh al-Du‘ayyif, ed. al-Blizidi al-Shikhi 2007, II, 218; al-Rahiini, ‘Um-
dat al-rawin, ed. al-Hajj al-Sulami 2001-2015, 1V, 130; al-Manali al-Zabadi, Suliik al-tariq, ed. ‘al-
Hayy al-Yamlahi 2012, 294. See also Muhammad b. Ja‘far al-Kattani, Sulwat al-anfas, ed. al-Kamil
al-Kattani 2004-2006, 11, 157; Muhammad Dawud, Tarikh Titwan, ed. Dawud 2013, I, 183.

13 Mahammad al-Fasi al-Fihri, al-Mawrid, ed. al-Siqilli, 91.



Collecting Books in Eighteenth-Century Morocco =—— 69

Works of Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam b. Hamdiin Bannanit

1.  Fada’il al-Haramayn al-sharifayn — Religion.™

2. Ifadat wa Inshadat wa Muqayyadat.”

3. Lagqtnada al-hiyad min azhar nasim al-riyad fisharh Shifa’ al-Qadi ‘Iyad — Reli-
gion.'®

4,  Maghani al-wafa’ li-sharh ma ‘ani al-Iktifa’ — History."”

5.  Mukhtasar risalat al-Tajuri fi ma‘ifat wad‘ bayt al-ibra ‘ala al-jihat
al-arba‘ - Astrology.*®

6. Rihla wa manasik kubra — Travel.*

7. Rihla wa manasik sugra — Travel.?°

8. Risala fifadl al-nisf min Sa‘ban - Religion.?!

9. Sharh ‘ala nazm ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Fasi f1 al-usturlab — Astronomy.*

10. Sharh al-hikam of Ibn ‘Ata’ Allah — Sufism.?

11.  Sharh al-Hizb al-kabir li al-Shadhili — Sufism.>*

12. Sharh Hizb al-Nasr — Sufism.*

13. Sharh Khutbat al-Mukhtasar — Law.?®

14. Sharh Kubra al-Saniisi — Religion.”

15. Sharh al-Kulliyyat al-Fighiyya — Law.?®

14 Mentioned by ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Kattani, Fahris, ed. ‘Abbas 1982, I, 225. The titles are listed
alphabetically, except for the fahrasa listed at the end.

15 ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Kattani, Fahris, ed. ‘Abbas 1982, I, 225, these notes are the basis for Chaps 6
and 7 of ‘Abd al-Karim Bannani, MS Hasaniyya 13900, fols 8r-27r.

16 Manuscripts Fez, Qarawiyyin Library, 840; Rabat, National Library of the Kingdom of Morocco
(now: BNRM), 1456 K.

17 Manuscripts Fez, Qarawiyyin Library, 275; Rabat, BNRM, 162 K (majmii‘), part of vol. L. It is
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam’s major work, a commentary of al-Kala‘?’s K. al-Iktifa’ on the expe-
ditions of Prophet and the first three caliphs.

18 Manuscript Rabat, BNRM, 1/2188 D.

19 ‘Abd al-Karim Bannani, MS Hasaniyya 13900, fol. 21r.

20 ‘Abd al-Karim Bannani, MS Hasaniyya 13900, fol. 21r.

21 Manuscript Rabat, BNRM, 16 K (text no. 11), see below.

22 Manuscripts Wazzan, Library of the Great Mosque, 4/1217 and 1/1214; Rabat, BNRM, 1/2237 D,
1411 D and 1469 D.

23 ‘Abd al-Karim Bannani, MS Hasaniyya 13900, fol. 8r-27r.

24 Manuscripts Rabat, BNRM, 470 D and 1599 D; Rabat, Hasaniyya Library, 29 copies.

25 Manuscript Rabat, Hasaniyya Library, 50 JK (autograph copy).

26 Mentioned by al-Qadiri, Nashr al-mathani, ed. Hajji and al-Tawfiq 1982-1986, IV, 81.

27 ‘Abd al-Karim Bannani, MS Hasaniyya 13900, 40; al-Fihri al-Fasi, al-Mawrid, ed. al-Siqilli 2008, 90.
28 ‘Abd al-Karim Bannani, MS Hasaniyya 13900, 40; mentioned by al-Fihri al-Fasi, al-Mawrid,
ed. al-Siqilli 2008, 91.
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16. Sharh lamiyat al-Zaqqaq — Law.”

17.  Sharh Mukhtasar al-Sa‘d — Rhetoric.>°

18. Sharh Qasidat Ibn Nasir — Religion.*!

19. Sharh al-Qasida al-r@’iyya al-lughziyya fi al-Nahw — Grammar.*?
20. Sharh al-Salat al-Mashishiyya — Religion.>®

21.  Sharh al-Tanwir fiisqat al-tadbir — Sufism.>*

22. Sharh Urjiizat al-Shatibi fi iltiga@’ al-Sakinayn — Religion.>
23. Takmil Sharh Hudid Ibn ‘Arafa - Law.>®

24. Ta’lif fi ma la yansarif min al-Asma’ — Grammar.>”

25. A collection of poems — Poetry.

26. Fahrasat Ahmad b. al-‘Arabi b. al-Hajj — Bio-bibliography.>®
27. al-Fahrasa al-kubra — Bio-bibliography.*®

28. al-Fahrasa al-sugra — Bio-bibliography.*°

His three sons are mentioned in the deed: by the date of the wagf, two of them,
Hamdiin and Muhammad, had already died. Due to the disparition of the units, we
only know that it was written between 11 Ramadan 1182 AH/19 January 1769 CE, the day
following Muhammad’s demise, and 28 July 1775. Hamdiin, died in Mekka on 1st Safar
1170 AH/26 October 1756 CE.** He had made the pilgrimage a first time with his father in
1141 AH/1729 CE and returned to the Holy City toward 1167 AH/1753-1754 CE and settled
there definitely. Like his father, he was a specialist of the Law, both in teaching and

29 Manuscripts Rabat, ‘Allal al-Fasi Library, 276; Wazzan, Library of the Great Mosque, 1155
(partial copy).

30 Mentioned by al-Qadiri, Nashr al-mathani, ed. Hajji and al-Tawfiq 1982-1986, 1V, 81.

31 ‘Abd al-Karim Bannani, MS Hasaniyya 13900, 40; mentioned by al-Fihri al-Fasi, al-Mawrid,
ed. al-Siqilli 2008, 91. The gasida is known as Sayf al-nasr.

32 ‘Abd al-Karim Bannani, MS Hasaniyya 13900, 40; al-Qadiri, Nashr al-mathani, ed. Hajji and
al-Tawfiq 1982-1986, 1V, 81.

33 Manuscripts Fez, al-Qarawiyyin Library, 1512; Rabat, BNRM, 245 D and 1599 D.

34 Mentioned by al-Fihri al-Fasi, al-Mawrid, ed. al-Siqilli 2008, 91.

35 ‘Abd al-Karim Bannani, MS Hasaniyya 13900, fol. 21r; al-Qadiri, Nashr al-mathani, ed. Hajji
and al-Tawfiq 1982-1986, 1V, 81.

36 ‘Abd al-Karim Bannani, MS Hasaniyya 13900, fol. 21r; al-Fihri al-Fasi, al-Mawrid, ed. al-Siqilli
2008, 90.

37 Manuscript Rabat, BNRM, 16 K (text no. 1), see below.

38 Manuscripts Rabat, BNRM, 425 D; Rabat, Hasaniyya Library, 6778; Casablanca, King ‘Abd
al-‘Aziz Institute, 330.

39 Mentioned by ‘Abd al-Karim Bannani, MS Hasaniyya 13900, fol. 8r-27r.

40 In Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Hudayji, al-Kunnasha, MS Rabat, Hasaniyya Library, 13003, 339-364.
41 al-Qadiri (1982-1986), 1V, 201; al-Manali al-Zabadi (2012), 295.
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in practice. He was also the author of an abstract of a treatise on grammar, al-Anwar
al-saniyya wa al-azhar al-badi‘a al-bahiyya fi sharh khutbat al-Alfiyya li Ibn Malik, com-
posed by his maternal uncle, Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Hamdin Bannani, known
as al-Muhawjab (d. 1140 AH/1728 CE).** He was also a copyist, as attested by a manu-
script written in his hand, the Muntakhab kanz al-‘Ummal fi sunan al-aqwal wa-l-af‘al
by ‘Ali b. Husam al-din al-Muttaqi al-Hindi.** Muhammad (d. 10 Ramadan 1182 AH/18
January 1769 cE) was noted for his interest in Sufism. His training had been provided by
his father and his brother Hamdiin, but he seems to have limited himself to transcrib-
ing works as evidenced in particular by the manuscript Rabat, National Library of the
Kingdom of Morocco, 16 K which will be discussed later.**

The third brother, ‘Abd al-Karim, is mostly mentioned in passing within biograph-
ical entries devoted to his father or to his two other brothers;* however, ‘Abd al-Salam
b. Stida wrote a few lines about him and preserved the date of his death on 16 Dhii
al-Qa‘da 1196 AH/23 October 1782 CE.*¢ He acquired a sound knowledge of legal matters,
but his work is limited to the Tuhfat al-fudala@’ al-a‘lam bi al-tarif bi al-shayh Abt ‘Abd
Allah Muhammad Bannani ibn ‘Abd al-Salam: as indicated by the title, it referred to his
father. We were hoping to find some information on the latter’s life in a copy of the text
kept at the Hasaniyya Library, but one of us (LT) who was able to consult it found that
although a chapter on this subject is announced in the introduction, this part of the text
was missing in the manuscript.”” When the deed was written, ‘Abd al-Karim was the
only survivor of the three brothers.

The names of the three sisters are known to us by the deed we publish: Fariha,
Fatima and ‘Ashwa. Were it not for this document, we would not know them. At most
do we know that one of them married ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. Ahmad al-‘Unsuri
al-Ganniini al-Hasani: he came to Fez in order to study at the madrasa al-‘Attarin and
became the son-in-law of Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani. Three boys were born
from this marriage, Muhammad, Ahmad and ‘Ali, who are at the origin of all the Fasi fam-
ilies named Ganniin, but we do not know which of the three sisters was their mother.*®

42 Manscripts Rabat, BNRM, 1780 D/1, 2048 D/1, 2217 D/6, etc.; Riyadh, King Sa‘td University
Library, 7036 (autograph copy completed on 12 Ramadan 1145 AH/26 February 1733 CE).

43 al-Siba‘i 2017, 11, 103.

44 al-Siba‘12017, 11, 132.

45 al-Manali al-Zabadi, Suliik al-tarig, ed. ‘al-Hayy al-Yamlahi 2012, 295; ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Kattani,
al-Tanwih, ed. al-Majid Khiyali 2012, I, 226; Muhammad b. Ja‘far al-Kattani, Sulwat al-anfas, ed.
al-Kamil al-Kattani 2004-2006, I, 157; Muhammad Makhlaf, Shajarat al-niir, ed. al-Majid Khayali
2003, 1, 508.

46 Abd al-Salam b. Studa, Ithaf al-mutali‘, ed. Hajji 1997, 53.

47 Manuscript Rabat, Hasaniyya Library, 13900.

48 al-Rahiini, ‘Umdat al-rawin, ed. al-Hajj al-Sulami 2001-2015, IX, 94.
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3 The books

Now let us turn to the list of the books that were collectively deposited by the
three sisters and represented their share of the inheritance with regard to these
items. In the table below with a transcription of the list, an identification number
has been added in order to make cross-references easier (see Table 1).

Table 1: List of the books according to the presentation of the waqgf deed (we have added
numbers for reference’s sake).

Al-Nihaya li-1bn al-Athir f1 sifrayn
Al-Safaqust: Mu‘rab al-Qurin, f1 sifrayn
Husn al-Muhadara, f1 sifrayn
Al-Tata’t ‘ala al-Mukhtasar, fi sifrayn
Shamil Bahram fT sifr
Sifr [...] al-s[...]
Al-nisf al-thani min al-Madkhal li-Ibn al-Hajj
Juz’ min Tabsirat al-Lakhm1
Al-awwal min sharh al-Miftah

. Sifr min Sahth Muslim

Al-Mahallr ‘ala al-Subkt

Ibn Sa[yyid al-nas] fi si(frayn)

. Al-Ujhart ‘ala Mukhtasar Ibn abt Jamra

57 ¢

Ibn Ghazi ‘ala al-Alfiyya

VW PN OV AW N e

T Y
G RORN RO

Al-Nisf al-awwal min Ibn ‘Umar
. Al-Ujhart ‘ala al-Risala
Al-Azhari, al-Mu‘rib

Ibn ‘Alrafa] wa ma‘ahu al-[...]

[ Y
© 0 N O

. Al-Hadr li-lbn al-Qayyim al-Jawziyya

. Al-Shaykh Yasin ‘ala al-Sa‘d

. Sharh al-Shawahid li-1-‘Ayn1

. Hashiyat Yasin ‘ala al-Nazm

Ibn al-Hajib, al-FarT

. Hawashr[...] f1 sif[r].

. Hashiyat al-Saktani wa-|-Fasi ‘ala al-Sughra

N N N N N NN

. Al-Jazali wa ma ma‘ahu fi mujallad
Majma‘ fihi shurih al-Burda
. Sifrmin Ibn ‘Atiyya

NN
o N
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29. Al-Sa‘d ‘ala al-Talkhis

30. Shall...]al-[...]

31. Al-Sawa‘iq al-mubhriga li-lbn Hajar

32. Ibn al-Nafis fT al-tibb

33. Watha@'ig al-Fashtali

34, Nasihat al-mughtarrin li-l-shaykh Mayyara

35. Al-Furigq li-l-Wansharist

36. Sharlh..] fi[...]

37. Al-Nasiha al-kafiya fi sifr wahid

38. Al-Muhassal f1 sifr

39. Ibn Battata f7 sifr

40. Majmi‘ mabda’uhu Ta'lif fi ma la yansarif

41, Majmu‘ fT awwalihi Qissat ahl al-kahf

42. Majm[a‘ fT awwalihi] al-Taj [al-Subki]

43, Sifr mushtamil ‘ala Rawdat al-azhar

44. Majma fT awwalihi al-Jawahir al-‘adudiyya

45. Majm‘ fT awwalihi Fahrasa

46. Majmu‘ frawwalihi Tuhfat Ibn Malik ‘ala al-Kafiya
47. Majmi‘ fT awwalihi al-Azhari ‘ala al-Jurramiyya
48. Majmal[ fi awwalihi] Ikhtisalr Sharh khutbat] al-Alfilyyal
49. Majma‘ fiawwalihi Qasa’id li-l-Baghdadi

50. Rihlat walid al-muhabbisat

51. Majma‘ awwaluhu Hashiyat al-Zargant ‘ala al-Lugant
52. Majma‘ fihi ljazat li-1-shaykh al-Manjar

53. Al-Nigaya li-l-SuyatT fT sifr

54, al-[.]li-[...]

55. Nuskhat al-Tashil f1 sifr wahid

56. Al-Rassa‘wa ma‘ahu al-Shamail fi sifr

57. Kitab al-Juman fr akhbar al-zaman

58. Sharh Shawahid Ibn Hisham li-l-Fasi

59. Sharh al-Quda‘ li-lbn al-Wahshi

The list of books includes fifty-nine entries, but the number of volumes and works is
slightly higher. With regard to the former, it should be noted that, on the first row, four
works are in two volumes, bringing the total to 63 items. When one or two volumes
contain the whole text of a work (see for instance nos 1, a two volume set, or 55 and 56,
a single volume), the description sometimes notes the fact. On the other hand, several
texts are only part of a work in two volumes or more: the first title of the second row
(no. 7) is thus the second half of a treatise by Ibn al-Hajj and an isolated tome of Ibn
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‘Atiyya’s tafsir (no. 28) is mentioned in the fourth column of the fifth row. Six texts seem
to be in this situation. At first glance, it is quite reminiscent of Nicolas Clénard’s descrip-
tion of the book trade in Fez toward the middle of the sixteenth century: the offer was
then limited and often consisted of pieces of manuscripts, ‘so much so that one is often
forced to buy the same thing several times if he wants to get the entire work and spend
several years at that’.*’ But, as we shall see below, other reasons may explain this point.
The titles are given in an abbreviated form by the person who drew up the wagf
deed. He may have been inspired (at least partially) by the short indications that are
usually written on the edge of the manuscripts according to a widespread habit in the
Muslim world. As we cannot check with the manuscripts themselves, the identifica-
tion of the works is sometimes complex; the list given below is only a tentative one.

Texts mentioned in the three sisters’ wagf

1. Majd al-dinal-Mubarak b. Muhammad al-Jazari Ibn al-Athir (d. 606 AH/1209 CE),
al-Nihaya fi gharib al-hadith wa al-athar.>®

2. Burhan al-din Ibrahim b. Muhammad al-Safaqusi (d. 743 AH/1342 CE), al-Mu-
jid fii‘rab al-Qur’an al-majid.”*

3. Jalal al-din ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Abi Bakr al-Suyati (d. 911 AH/1505 CE), Husn
al-muhddara fi ta’rikh Misr wa al-Qahira.”?

4, Shams al-din Abd ‘Abd Allah Muhammad al-Tata’i (d. 942 AH/1535 CE), Fath
al-Jalil ‘ala Mukhtasar al-shayh Khalil >

5. Taj al-din Bahram b. ‘Abd Allah al-Damiri al-Dimyati (d. 805 AH/1402CE),
al-Shamil fi figh al-imam Malik.>*

7. Abt ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Muhammad Ibn al-Hajj al-‘Abdari al-Fasi
(d. 737 AH/1336 CE), al-Madkhal >

8. ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Raba‘1 al-Lakhmi (d. 478 AH/1085 CE), al-Tabsira.

9. ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Sayyid al-sharif al-Jurjani (d.816 AH/1413CE),
al-Misbah fi Sharh al-Miftah.>®

49 Le Tourneau 1934, 58.

50 GALI1387; S1609,II.

51 GALI249; S1I 350, no. 3.

52 GAL 11157, no. 279; S11196.

53 Commentary of the Mukhtasar by Khalil b. Ishaq al-Maliki al-Misri (d. 767 AH/1365 CE). GAL 11
84, 1e and 316. Also see below, manuscript Fez, Qarawiyyin Library, 1060.

54 GALII 84, 1a.

55 SII95, no. 1-1.

56 Commentary of the Miftah al-‘uliim by Abt Ya‘qub Yasuf al-Sakkaki (d. 626 AH/1229 CE).
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10. Abu al-Hasan Muslim b. al-Hajjaj b. Muslim (d. 261 AH/875 CE), Sahth Muslim.””

11. Jalal al-din Muhammad b. Ahmad al-Mahalli (d.864 AH/1459 CE),
al-Badr al-lami‘ fi hall Jam* al-jawami‘.>®

12. Abi al-Fath Muhammad b. Muhammad Ibn Sayyid al-nas al-Ya‘muri al-Ishbili
(d.734 aH/1333 CE), ‘Uyun al-athar fi funiin al-Maghazi wa al-shama’il wa al-siyar.

13. Nar al-din Aba al-Irshad ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Ujhari (d. 1066 AH/1655 CE),
Sharh Mukhtasar Sahih al-Bukhari.>

14. Muhammad b. Ahmad Ibn Ghazi al-Miknasi (d. 919 AH/1513 CE), Ithaf dhawi
al-istihqaq bi ba ‘di murad al-Muradi wa Zawa’id Abi Ishaq.®°

15. Yasuf Ibn ‘Umar Aba al-Hajjaj al-Anfasi al-Salasi al-Fasi (d. 761 AH/1359 CE),
Sharh al-Risala.®*

16. Nar al-din Aba al-irshad ‘Ali b. Muhammad al-Ujhari (d. 1066 AH/1655 CE),
Sharh al-Risdla.**

17. Khalid b. ‘Abd Allah al-Azhari (d. 905 AH/1499 CE), Tamrin al-Tullab fi sina‘at
al-i‘rab: I'rab Alfiyyat Ibn Malik.*®

18. Muhammad b.Muhammad Ibn  ‘Arafa  al-Warghami al-Tanusi
(d. 803 AH/1400 CE), al-Hudud fi al-ta ‘rifat al-fighiyya.**

19. Shams al-din Muhammad b. Abi Bakr al-Zuri Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya
(d.751AH/1350 CE), Zad al-ma‘ad fi hady khayr al-‘ibad.%

20. Yasin b. Zayn al-din b. ‘Ulaym al-Himsi al-‘Ulaymi (d.1061AH/1651CE),
Hashiya ‘ala Mukhtasar sharh Talkhis al-Miftah.®®

21. Badr al-din Mahmad b. Ahmad al-‘Ayni (d.855AH/1451CE), al-Magqasid
al-nahwiyya, Sharh shawahid shurith al-Alfiyya.®’

22. Yasin b. Zayn al-din b. ‘Ulaym al-Himsi al-‘Ulaymi (d.1061AH/1651 CE),
Hashiya ‘ala Alfiyyat Ibn Malik.*®

57 GAL1160.

58 Commentary of the Jam‘ aljawami* by Taj al-din al-Subki (d. 771 AH/1369 CE). GAL I1 89, 1c; SI1105.
59 Commentary of the Mukhtasar Sahth al-Bukhari by Abti Bakr Muhammad b. Ahmad b. Abi
Jamra al-Mursi (d. 599 AH/1203 cE). Also Hajji 1976, 30, 303-305, 369.

60 Commentary of the Alfiyya by Jamal al-din Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd
Allah Ibn Malik al-Ta’i al-Jayyani (d. 672/1273), see GAL 1299; S 11 337; Hajji (1976), passim.

61 Commentary of the Risala by Ibn Abi Zayd al-Qayrawani (d. 386 AH/996 CE).

62 As above, GAL1178, 1k.

63 Commentary of the Alfiyya by Ibn Malik, see GAL 1 299; II 27, no. 5.

64 GAL 1384, 51; S1I 347, no. 6, 3.

65 GAL 11106, no. 12; S1I 126, no. 12.

66 Commentary of the Mukhtasar sharh Talkhis al-Miftah by Sa‘d al-din al-Taftazani
(d.792 AH/1389 CE), see GAL I 295.

67 Commentary of Ibn Malik’s Alfiyya, see GAL 1299, 11.11

68 Commentary of Ibn Malik’s Alfiyya.
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23.

25.

Jamal al-din ‘Utman b. ‘Umar Ibn al-Hajib (d. 646 AH/1248 CE), Jami‘ al-Um-
mahat aw al-Mukhtasar al-far 1.%°

Abt Mahdi ‘Isa b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Saktani al-Ragragi (d. 1062 AH/1651 CE),
Hashiya ‘ala Sharh Umm al-barahin: al-‘Aqida al-sughra.”®

25bis. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad al-‘arif al-Qasri al-Fasi (d. 1036/1626),

26.

27.

28.

29.

3L

32.

33.

34.

35.

Hashiya ‘ala Sharh Umm al-barahin: al-‘Aqida al-sughra.”™

Abu Zayd ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Iffan al-Jazali (d. 741 AH/1340 cE), Sharh al-Risala.”
The reference is too imprecise to identify properly the commentaries of
the Qasidat al-Burda by Muhammad b. Sa‘id al-Basiri (d. 696 AH/1296 CE)
described in the deed.”

‘Abd al-Haqq b. Ghalib Ibn ‘Atiyya al-Andalusi (d. 542 AH/1147 CE), al-Muhar-
rar al-wajiz fi tafsir al-kitab al-‘aziz.”

Sa‘d al-din Mas‘Gd b. ‘Umar al-Taftazani (d.792AaH/1390 CE), al-Sharh
al-mukhtasar known as Talkhis al-ma‘ani.”

Abt al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Muhammad Ibn Hajar al-Haytami (d. 973 AH/1565 CE),
al-Sawa ‘iq al-muhriqa ‘ala ahli al-rafd wa al-dalal wa al-zandaqa.”®

‘Ala’ al-din ‘Ali b. al-Hazm al-Qurashi al-Dimashqi Ibn al-Nafis
(d. 687 AH/1288 CE), al-Mujiz fi al-tibb.”

Muhammad b. Muhammad al-Fishtali (d.777 AH/1376 CE), al-Fa’iq fi ahkam
al-watha’iq.

Muhammad b. Ahmad Mayyara al-Fasi (d.1072AH/1661CE), Nasthat
al-mughtarrin wa kifayat al-mudtarrin fi al-tafriq bayna al-muslimin bi ma lam
yunzilhu rabb al-‘alamin wa la ja’a bihi al-rasil al-amin wa la thabata ‘an
al-khulafa’ al-mahdiyyin.”®

Abi al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Yahya al-Wansharisi (d. 914 AH/1508 CE), ‘Uddat
al-buriq fi jam‘ ma fi al-madhhab min al-jumii‘ wa al-furiiq.

69 GAL 1306, VIII.

70 Super-commentary of the Sharh Umm al-barahin, commentary by the author, Muhammad b.
Yasuf al-Sanasi (d. 895/1489), of his ‘Agida al-sughra (GAL 11 251, IIb).

71 As above. Hajji (1976), 165, 287, 308, etc.

72 We surmise that it is a commentary of Ibn Abi Zayd al-Qayrawani’s Risala, see nos 15-6 above.
See GAL1178.

73 Or al-Kawakib al-durriyya ft madh khayr al-bariyya.

74 GAL1412,9;S1732,no. 9.

75 Commentary of the Talkhis al-Miftah by Jamal al-din Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Qa-
zwini (d. 739 AH/1338 CE).

76 GALII 388, no. 4.

77 GAL1493,37; S1900.

78 See Hajji 1976, 209, 210 and 333.
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Shihab al-din Ahmad b. Ahmad al-Burnusi al-Fasi Zarriq (d. 899 AH/1493 CE),
al-Nastha al-kafiya li man khassahu Allah bi al-‘afiya.”®

Fakhr al-din Muhammad b. ‘Umar al-Khatib al-Razi (d.606 AH/1209 CE),
Muhassal afkar al-mutaqaddimin wa al-muta’akhkhirin min al-‘ulama’ wa
al-hukama’ wa-l-mutakallimin.®°

Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah al-Lawwati al-Tanji Ibn Batttta (d. 779 AH/1377 CE),
Tuhfat al-nuzzar fi ghar@’ib al-amsar wa ‘aja’ib al-asfar.®

Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani (d. 1163 AH/1749 CE), Ta’lif fi ma la
yansarif min al-asma’.

Qissat Ahl al-kahf: it might be an extract from the al-Bidaya wa al-nihaya by
Abi al-Fida’ Isma‘il b. ‘Umar Ibn Kathir (d. 774 AH/1373 CE).%?

We surmise that it might be the Jam‘ al-jawami‘ fi usil al-figh by Taj al-din
‘Abd al-Wahhab b. ‘Ali al-Subki (d. 771 AH/1369 CE).®

‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad al-Jadiri (d.after 818 AH/1415 CE), Rawdat
al-azhar fi ‘ilm waqt al-layl wa al-nahar.®*

‘Adud al-din ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Ahmad al-Iji (d. 756 AH/1355 CE), Jawdhir
al-kalam.®

Fahrasa: it might be the Fahrasa of Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani
(d. 1163 AH/1749 CE).

Jamal al-din Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah Ibn Malik (d. 672 AH/1273 CE), al-Tuhfa
‘ala Kafiyat Ibn al-Hajib.5°

Khalid b. ‘Abd Allah al-Azhari (d. 905 AH/1499 CE), Sharh al-Ajurramiyya fi
ustl ilm al-‘arabiyya.’”

Hamdan b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani (d.1170 AH/1756 CE),
Ikhtisar Sharh khutbat al-Alfiyya.®®

79 GAL1I 253, no. 7; S 11 361; Hajji 1976, 31, 280, 501, 562.

80 GAL 1507, no. 22; S1923, no. 22.

81 GALII 256.

82 GALII 49, no.1; S11 48.

83 GALII 89, no. 1; SII 105, 1.

84 GALII1169; S1I 217.

85 GAL 11209, no. VI; SII 291, no. VL.

86 Commentary of the Kafiya by Ibn al-Hajib (d. 646 AH/1249 CE).

87 Commentary of the Kafiya by Ibn al-Hajib (d. 646 AH/1249 cE). Commentary of the Ajurrimiyya
by Abi ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Muhammad b. D&'td al-Sanhaji b. Ajurriim (d. 723 AH/1323 CE),
see GAL 11 238, 6.

88 Abbreviated version of Ibn Malik’s Alfiyya.
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49. Muhammad b. Abi Bakr Ibn al-Rashid al-Baghdadi (d. 662 AH/1263 CE), al-Qa-
sa’id al-witriyya fi madh khayr al-bariyya.®®

50. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani (d. 1163 AH/1749 CE), al-Rihla al-hijazi-
yya.

51. ‘Abd al-Baqi b. Yasuf al-Zarqgani (d. 1099 AH/1687 CE), Hashiya al-Zarqani ‘ala
Sharh al-Lugani ‘ala khutbat Mukhtasar Khalil*®

52. Abiu al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. ‘Ali al-Manjar al-Fasi (d. 995 AH/1586 CE), Fahrasat
al-Manjtir.

53. Jalal al-din ‘Abd al-Rahman bh. Abi Bakr al-Suyati (d.911AH/1505CE),
al-Nugqaya fi arba‘ata ‘ashara ‘ilman.**

55. Jamal al-din Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah Ibn Malik (d. 672 AH/1273 cE), Tashil
al-fawa’id wa takmil al-maqasid.*?

56. Muhammad b. Abi al-fadl b. Qasim al-Rassa‘ al-Tilimsani (d. 894 AH/1488 CE),
al-Hidaya al-Kafiya al-shafiya li-bayan haqa’iq Ibn ‘Arafa al-wafiya.*?

56 bis. Muhammad b. Tsa al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 AH/892 CE), al-Shama’il al-Muham-
madiyya wa al-khasa’il al-mustafawiyya.®*

57. Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Burji al-Hajj al-Shutaybi (d.963 AH/1555CE), Kitab
al-Juman fi mukhtasar akhbar al-zaman.>

58. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Fasi (d. 1116 AH/1704 CE), Takmil al-maram bi
Sharh shawahid Ibn Hisham.*®

59. ‘Abd Allah b. Yahya al-Tujibi Ibn al-Wahshi (d.502AH/1108 CE), Sharh
Musnad al-Shihab fi al-Hadith by Muhammad b. Salama al-Quda‘
(d. 454 AH/1062 CE).””

89 GALI1250; S1443.

90 Super-commentary by al-Lugani (d. 958 AH/1551 CE), see GAL II 84, 1h.

91 GAL 1156, no. 268.

92 GALI1298,1.

93 S1I737,no. 1,7

94 GALI1162,no.2; S1268.

95 Haijji 1976, 146, 185, 189, 518, 533, 534-6, 614.

96 Commentary of the verses used as examples by Ibn Hisham al-Ansari (d. 761 AH/1360 CE) in
his Awdah al-masalik, a commentary of the Alfiyya.

97 Commentary of the Musnad al-Shihab fi al-Hadith by Muhammad b. Salama al-Quda‘
(d. 454 AH/1062 CE).
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Here again, the total number of titles is slightly higher than 59: they are 61 since,
twice, two titles are indicated in the same entry (nos 25 and 56), which explains the
presence in the above list of nos 25 bis and 56 his. No. 18 exhibited a similar situa-
tion, but as the text is damaged in this place it is not possible to read the title (or the
author’s name) of the second work.

A glance at the list suggests that it does not adhere to a classification princi-
ple decided beforehand. The books were obviously not put into order according
to their subject matter. On the other hand, a material principle seems to have been
followed loosely: the person or persons in charge of the operation placed the works
in two volumes (nos 1 to 4 and then no. 12) at the beginning, then a little further the
isolated volumes from series of two or more volumes (nos 7 to 10, then 15 and 28).
Multiple texts manuscripts with more than two texts are found between nos 45 and
52, with the exception of no. 50; the wording used is similar and one of these manu-
scripts has survived, thus confirming their typology.?® The volumes containing only
two texts were seen in a different way and are scattered throughout the inventory:
nos 18, 25 and 56 are in this case. No. 26 is slightly problematic: the wording used
is unique in the inventory and does not allow to decide whether this manuscript
contained only two texts, which would be the most likely because of its place, or
if it was a miscellany. Sixteen items contain from two to more texts, and are either
multiple-text manuscripts (MTM) or composite volumes. In other words, they rep-
resent together a good quarter of the books that were made wagf. As an indication,
a similar proportion of manuscripts of the same type is found among the poetry
manuscripts in Malay Zaydan’s library.”

It is difficult to detect the intentions behind the three sisters’ move: why did
they decide to favor their brother ‘Abd al-Karim rather than their own children, in
fact relinquishing to him a portion of the inheritance? The situation of the lineage
at this time can explain it: ‘Abd al-Karim was then the only son of Muhammad b.
‘Abd al-Salam still alive and a form of family solidarity could have played. However,
it is possible to go a step further on the basis of the data we have, the wagf deed
itself, but also other documents.

98 See below, MS Rabat, BNRM, 16 K.
99 See de Castilla in this volume.
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Fig. 2: Fez, Qarawiyyin Library, Fgmt 5-49-626. Detail of the ownership statements.
©F. Déroche.
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Fig.3: Fez, Qarawiyyin Library, Fgmt 10-43-2. Detail of the waqf deed. © F. Déroche.

Fig. 4: Fez, Qarawiyyin Library, Fgmt 5-49-626. Wagqf deed. © F. Déroche.
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4 Collecting books

For a scholar, a common way of getting a text for personal use was to make a
copy. The Bannani have not failed in this tradition and sources report that ‘Abd
al-Salam b. Hamdiin had transcribed Bukhari’s Sahih in eight volumes and then
made them a wagqf in favour of his son Muhammad.'®® The latter had then care-
fully collated this manuscript with the copy which was then kept at the al-Qaraw-
iyyin mosque, that of Ibn Sa‘ada al-Andalusi (d. 522 AH/1128 CE), even writing a
note on the latter to commemorate his work.'®* The grandson of ‘Abd al-Salam b.
Hamdiin, ‘Abd al-Karim, reports that his grandfather had also executed a copy of
al-Tirmidhi’s Shama’il al-Muhammadiyya, on which his father had subsequently
added his own glosses;'®? it is highly probable that it is no. 56bis on the list
accompanying the wagf deed. This example highlights the importance of notes
and glosses in the hand of a scholar, written in the margins of a book that one
has either been copying himself or bought on the market: they increased signif-
icantly the value of the copy. In addition to the transcription of texts as a means
of increasing a personal collection, the composition of works the autograph of
which remains in the possession of the author within his own library can also
contribute to its growth.

In addition to the sources already mentioned, we have a very remarkable
factual testimony of this copy activity. A multiple-text manuscript currently kept
at the National Library of the Kingdom of Morocco, manuscript 16 K, contains two
marks of possession of Muhammad b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani.'® It
includes at the beginning a table of contents which is similar in its presentation to
the inventory accompanying the wagf of the three sisters — each title introduced
by a number in Fast numerals. Thirteen titles are indicated there, but the man-
uscript contains seventeen texts in its current state. However, two of the works
mentioned in the table of contents are no longer part of the manuscript -a point
we shall discuss later. The name of the former owner, Muhammad b. Muham-
mad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani, also appears in the colophon of three texts: he
transcribed the Ta’lif fi ma la yansarif (no. 1) and the Sharh khutbat Mikhtasar
al-Sa‘d al-Taftazani li Talkhis al-Miftah (no. 2),"** both composed by his father,

100 ‘Abd al-Karim Bannani, MS Hasaniyya 13900, fol. ér.

101 ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Kattani, al-Tanwih, ed. al-Majid Khiyali 2012, 61.

102 ‘Abd al-Hayy al-Kattani, al-Tanwih, ed. al-Majid Khiyali 2012, 3.

103 Manuscript Rabat, BNRM, 16 K, unnumbered folio at the beginning of the volume and un-
numbered folio before p. 426.

104 According to his own statement, he collected in these folios the notes he wrote in the margins of
his own copy of Taftazani’s Mukhtasar — another example of the importance of such notes (see above).
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and the Manasik ‘Ali Baraka al-Titwani by ‘Ali b. Muhammad Baraka al-Titwani
(d. 1120 AH/1708 CE, no. 16). The copying of the texts was respectively completed
on 4 and 12 Rabi‘11182 AH/18 and 26 July 1768 CE (nos 1 and 2), and on Saturday 28
Shawwal 1151 AH/7 February 1739 CE (no. 16). The interest of this volume lies not
only in the fact that it was copied by Muhammad b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam
Bannani, but also because it is one of the very few volumes that match an entry
of the inventory of the three sisters’ contribution to the family library. No. 40 is
actually described as a multiple-text manuscript that began with the Ta’lif fi ma
la yansarif: this is the case of manuscript 16 K, which also confirms that manu-
scripts of this type were described in this way in the inventory.

But it is still more important for us because it contains a series of texts
related to the father of the copyist, Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani. The
latter probably transcribed himself various texts included in the manuscript:
he could have completed the beginning of the Intiga’ Mi’at Hadith fi al-targhib
ft istina‘ al-ma‘rif by Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Sulayman al-Radani
(d.1094 AH/1683 CE; no. 10), the end of which in an Oriental hand is presumably
what remains of an original but mutilated copy. He may also have copied both the
Ta’lif al-imam Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr fi al-Basmala hal hiya aya min al-Fatiha am la by
Yasuf b. ‘Abd Allah Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr al-Numayri (d. 463 AH/1071 CE; no. 14) and
the Izalat al-labs ‘an al-masa’il al-khams by Abt al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Mubarak
al-Sijilmassi (d. 1156 AH/1743 CE; no. 15). He is the author of various texts related
to the transmission of knowledge, first of all his own Fahrasa (no. 3),'°° then an
incomplete Fahris asanid where he mentions the isnad he could claim in the field
of hadith (no. 8),° as well as two ijdza given one to a Muhammad b. Muham-
mad b. Hajjaj al-Maliki, residing in Egypt, during their meeting in Rosetta on 15
Jumada 1 1143 AH/25 November 1730 CE (no. 4),' the other to a person whose
name has disappeared (no. 5).

Texts nos 7, 9 and 11 are short treatises composed by Muhammad b. ‘Abd
al-Salam Bannani: the Sharh al-Hizb al-Kabir li Abi al-Hasan al-Shadhili,*°® the
Sharh al-Salat al-Mashishiyya'®® and the Risdla fi fadl al-nisf min Sha ‘ban.**® We

105 1t is a short version akin to the Fahrasa sugra (no. 28 in the list of his works), but with
a final addition-an ijaza given to his master Ibrahim b. Hasan al-Karani al-Shahraziri
(d. 1101 AH/1690 CE).

106 The text was prepared in Mekka during the author’s pilgrimage in 1141 AH/1729 CE.

107 It concerns mainly Bukhari’s Thulathiyyat and the Dala@’il al-khayrat by al-Jazili
(d. 870 AH/1465 CE).

108 Manuscript Fez, Qarawiyyin Library, 1512 (no. 11 in the list of the author’s works).

109 Manuscript Fez, Qarawiyyin Library, 1512 (no. 20 in the list of the author’s works).

110 No. 8 in the list of the author’s works. The copy is partly in Maghribi script, partly in eastern script.
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also owe to him the notes on various subjects which constitute text no. 6 in the
collection. As stated above, two texts which had been included in the table of
contents (probably by Muhammad b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani)
are no longer found in manuscript 16 K: the first one, no. 8, was another trea-
tise by Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam, the Sharh Qasidat sayyidi ‘Abd al-Rahman
al-Fasi fi ‘ilm al-usturlab which seems to be an abridged version of text no. 9 in
the list given above, and the second, originally no. 9 in the manuscript’s table of
contents, was the Ta‘zim al-aimma al-arba‘a by the owner’s grandfather, ‘Abd
al-Salam b. Hamdin Bannani.

The three texts that have not been described so far are a collection of excerpts
(Majmu* fihi ahadith fi makarim al-akhlaq, Usil al-Tariga al-Nasiriyya and
Mudawat ‘uyib al-nafs; no. 12), an Eastern copy of the Hashiya Kamal Basha ‘ala
al-Baydawi by Ahmad b. Sulayman b. Kamal Basha (940 AH/1534 CE; no. 13) and
the Rawa’iq al-hulal fi alqab al-zihaf wa al-‘ilal of Muhammad b. Ubb b. Ahmid
al-Muzzammari al-Tuwati (1160 AH/1747 CE; no. 17); the last two could be a later
addition. Manuscript 16 K provides us with a valuable insight into the double
contribution that family members could make to the family library, as authors
and as copyists.

A scholar wishing to enrich his own library could also buy books on the
market. The commentary by N. Clénard, cited above, highlights the difficulty
encountered by potential buyers to acquire a manuscript. Five initial folios found
by one of us (FD) next to the three sisters” waqf deed in the Qarawiyyin library
bear witness to this in the case of the Bannani library. The notes recording the
purchase of the manuscripts are frequently inscribed on the upper left corner of
the folios: a first one concerns a copy of the Mi‘yar al-mu rib wa al-jami‘ al-mugh-
rib ‘an fatawa ahl Ifrigiya wa al-Andalus wa al-Maghrib by Abt al-‘Abbas Ahmad
b. Yahya al-Wansharisi (d. 914 AH/1508 CE).™* A second note records the acqui-
sition of the Mudkhal ila tanmiyat al-amal bi tahsin al-niyyat by Abii ‘Abd Allah
Muhammad b. Muhammad al-‘Abdari al-Fasi, known as Ibn al-Hajj (d. 737/1336),
on Rajab 1st, 1142 AH/19 January 1730 cE.? Another example is found on a copy
of the famous grammar treatise, the Mughni al-labib ‘an kutub al-a‘arib by ‘Abd
Allah b. Yasufb. ‘Abd Allah Ibn Hisham (Fig. 2), that Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam
bought from his teacher, Muhammad al-Iraqi (d. 1142 AH/1729-1730 CE).'> A copy
of the Thkam al-dalala ‘ala tahrir al-Risala bears a list of three persons who

111 Fez, Qarawiyyin Library, Fgmt 6, see the equivalence in the bibliography (copy in Maghribi
script, 28 x 20 cm). GAL 11 248; S 11 348.

112 Fez, Qarawiyyin Library, Fgmt 4 (copy in Maghribi script, 28,5 x 21,5 cm). GAL ST 95.

113 Fez, Qarawiyyin Library, Fgmt 7 (copy in Maghribi script, 24 x 16,5 cm). GAL1123; ST17.
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owned the book before it became Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam’s property.** The
last example deals with the purchase of a copy of the Qawa‘id al-ahkam fi islah
al-anam by ‘Izz al-din ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam Sulami (d. 660 AH/1261 CE);
it was concluded in Mekka, perhaps in 1141 AH/1729 ce.'”® The latter recalls the
importance of the travels to the East for Moroccan scholars looking for manu-
scripts.'®

The wagfwas a third way to enrich a library; it also had the advantage of offer-
ing a solution to stabilize it in a sustainable way (so was it hoped). The Bannani,
experts in the Law, resorted to it in two ways. The first, illustrated by the three
sisters’ wagqf, was implemented by Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam’s father in favor
of his own son, as we have seen, for the eight volumes of Bukhari’s Sahth. With the
same legal tool, Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam and later his children expanded the
family library. A deed is found on eleven fragments in the Qarawiyyin Library, for
instance on a multiple-text manuscript:'” Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam names as
beneficiaries in the first place his own children, then the children of the latter; if
their lineage were to die out, the children of his two brothers would become the
beneficiaries (see Appendix II),'8 then, failing these, his cousins, who would be
devoting themselves to study (Fig.3)."*® As a last resort, if all disappeared, the
wagqf would return to his zawiya — which has already been mentioned above. This
deed was written in 1164 AH/1750-1751 CE, in the year following the death of the
settler. A son of the deceased was therefore responsible for registering the will

114 Fez, Qarawiyyin Library, Fgmt 1 (copy in eastern script, 28,5 x 17,5 cm).

115 Fez, Qarawiyyin Library, Fgmt 8 (copy in eastern script, 25 x 17 cm). GAL 1 430-1; S 1766.
116 M. al-Manini underlines Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani’s activity in this respect (al-
Mantni 2005, 32). The example of the Saadian library goes in the same direction (see de Castilla
in this volume).

117 Fez, Qarawiyyin Library, Fgmt 9. The manuscript contains two treatises on logic, the Sharh
al-Jumal fi al-mantiq li al-Khiinaji by Muhammad b. Ahmad Ibn Marziiq al-hafid al-‘Ajisi al-Til-
imsani (d. 842 /1439) and the Sharh al-Shamsiyya by al-Razi al-Tahtani, Qutb al-din Muhammad
b. Muhammad al-Razi (d. 766/1364).

118 One of the brothers is Muhammad al-‘Arabi b. ‘Abd al-Salam (see Ibn al-Tayyib al-Shardqi,
al-Rihla al-Hijaziyya, ed. al-din Shibad and Batwadi 2018, 11, 464 and 483) who could be the
father of ‘Amm al-‘Arabi (see above).

119 We know three cousins, all sons of al-Hasan Bannani: Mahammad (sic!), ‘Ali and Muhammad
(d.1194 AH/1780 CE). The latter is the most prominent of these three brothers: a jurisconsult, he
was imam of Mawlay Idris mosque where he taught Maliki law and tradition (see al-Shafshawni,
Thamrat unsi, ed. al-Haqq al-Himar 1996, 84; al-Qadiri, Nashr al-mathani, ed. Hajji and al-Tawfiq
19821986, 1V, 214; al-Manali al-Zabadi, Suliik al-tarig, ed. ‘al-Hayy al-Yamlahi 2012, 255).
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of his father in the presence of two witnesses as is clearly stated in one of those
deeds: ‘this book in its entirety has been made a wagf by our father’.’?°

On these eleven manuscripts, the deed is repeated with small variants. On Frag-
ment 7, the beginning of a copy of the Mughni al-labib ‘an kutub al-a‘arib by ‘Abd
Allah b. Yasuf b. ‘Abd Allah b. Hisham (d. 761 AH/1360 CE), one reads for instance
the following text (Fig. 4):
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1. Praise be to God! It should be known and approved that this volume containing the
Mughni of Ibn Hisham and what follows

2. is constituted in wagf by the erudite imam, model and blessed, Abi ‘Abd Allah Sidi
Muhammad,

3. son of the scholar Sidi ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani, in favour of his children and the children
of his children, as long as they reproduce themselves

4. and their [genealogical] branches spread. Then, likewise, in favour of the children of his
two brothers and the students among his cousins after them, then of the zawiya

5. which contains his mausoleum in the alleyway of al-Qattan in the jewellers’ district of Fas
al-Qarawiyyin the protected. Whoever destroys or transforms [it],

6. God will hold him to account and take revenge on him; a perpetual legacy until God
‘inherits the earth

7. and those who are there’ (Q. 19: 40) because he is ‘the best of those who give inheritance’
(Q. 21: 89). He acquainted himself with this and approved it by recording his testimony at
the beginning of Rabi‘1

8. in the year 1164.

[Signatures of the witnesses]

On the copy of the Qawa ‘id al-ahkam by Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam (d. 660 AH/1261 CE),
the children of his two brothers are not mentioned and the beneficiaries are suc-

120 See above, n. 114.
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cessively his own children, their descendants and, in case of extinction, those
of their cousins, who dedicate themselves to science; in the last resort, the book
would come back to Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam’s zawiya.*** A different formu-
lation, similar to that of the second document, appears on the manuscript with
al-Wansharisi’s Nawazil, that is to say his Mi‘yar.*** The beneficiaries are desig-
nated in more general terms: the settler speaks of descendants (dhurriyya) and
posterity (‘agib). A new category, those of his relatives (aqaribuhu) who dedicate
themselves to science, is mentioned: it appears before the cousins and, as in the
previous cases, the zawiya.

After Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam, his children followed the same path. On
the initial folio of the already mentioned copy of the Madkhal by Ibn al-H&jj,*** a
deed has been written, stating that the daughters of Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam
Bannani, in other words the three sisters, constituted the book as a wagf in
1164 AH/1750-1751 CE; they did so in favour of those who dedicate themselves to
the study among their relatives (agaribuhunna) and among the children of their
paternal uncle, or finally in favour of the zawiya of Darb al-Qattan. As indicated
on the first line of the deed, the book comes from their share in their father’s
inheritance. It must the first half of the work, the second one joining it afterwards:
it is actually the no. 7 of the wagf in favour of their brother ‘Abd al-Karim."** It
thus appears that the inheritance of the three sisters was divided into two parts:
the first one came directly from their father and included the first half of the
Madkhal; it was partly turned into a waqf one year after the death of Muhammad
b. ‘Abd al-Salam. According to the deed in favour of their brother ‘Abd al-Karim,
there were still books that had come to them in this way and to which had been
added those which they had inherited from their two brothers Hamdiin and
Muhammad. Among the 59 works included in the wagqf published above was the
second part of the Madkhal.

Another modality of wagf has also been used in this strategy of book accu-
mulation. In this case, donors foreign to the family constituted books as a wagfin
favour of either the father, Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani, or of his sons.
One of us (LT) found two examples of this kind in the Qarawiyyin library collec-
tion. Both involve a certain Abt al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Abi al-Hasan ‘Ali al-Magh-
ribi al-Fasi, known as al-Sharaybi al-Wuraydi al-Khawaja, a merchant born in Fez

121 See above and n. 115.

122 See above and n. 111.

123 Seen. 112.

124 The beneficiaries are not the same and it would have been legally difficult to have the same
book presented as a wagf for two different beneficiaries.
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whom Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani met during a trip to the Near East.
The first work is a fifteen-volume copy of a commentary on Khalil’s Mukhtasar,
the Mawahib al-jalila al-mustanbata min kalam kull jalil li yatayassara biha hall
alfaz Mukhtasar Khalil (known as al-Sharh al-kabir) by Muhammad b. ‘Abd Allah
al-Kharshi (d. 1101 AH/1690 CE).’** The deed of wagf, written by Muhammad b.
‘Abd al-Salam Bannani, is dated to the middle of Jumada II 1143 AH/end of Decem-
ber 1730 CE; it stipulates that Muhammad and his son Hamd{in are the beneficiar-
ies for the duration of their existence, after which the work will pass on to the
Qarawiyyin mosque library — which seems to have actually occurred on 2 Rabi‘ II
1201 AH/21 January 1787 CE.*?

The second manuscript is a six-volume autograph copy of the Fath al-qarib
al-Mujtb ‘ala Sharh al-Targhib wa al-tarhib by ‘Abdallah b. Baha’ al-din al-Shin-
shawri (d. 999 AH/1590 CE).**” The same al-Wuraydi states that he makes the man-
uscripts a wagqf in favour of Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani and his son
Hamdin, then of all his descendants (fig.5); ‘And if they disappear, the book
will go to the illustrious library in front of al-Qarawiyyin Mosque’. The deed was
written in an Eastern script. The date is partly illegible: we distinguish the month,
Jumada 11, and the number of the units: three, which suggests a reading: Jumada
1I 1143 AH/December 1730 CE, the same date as that of the other deed. We know
that, at this moment, Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani was in Egypt. The
two preceding deeds call for some remarks. The list of the beneficiaries is more
limited than in the previous examples, especially with regard to the commentary
of Khalil’s Mukhtasar for which only Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani and
his son are concerned. It should be noted that the eventual ultimate return is
to the Qarawiyyin — perhaps because the construction of the zawiya was not yet
started at that time.

The various documents found so far provide a few hints about the contents
of a Moroccan scholar’s library in the first half of the eighteenth century. A study
of the actual contents of the books can only be partial because we only know the
title of the first text of the multiple-text manuscripts, except, apparently, when
they contained only two, a situation observed in nos 25 and 56, and probably
also in no. 18, judging by the parallel wording of no. 56 description.’*® With this

125 Manuscript Fez, Qarawiyyin Library, 1060. GAL S 11, 84.

126 al-Ribati, Mugaddimat al-fath, ed. Najib 2008, 123. The author states that each volume bears
a statement by two eyewitnesses, Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Majid al-Fasi and Ahmad b. Muhammad
b. Sulayman al-Gharnati (see ‘Abd al-Kabir al-Kattani 2002, 1, 152).

127 Manuscript Fez, Qarawiyyin Library, 1013, fol. 370. GAL S1I, 442.

128 The first title is obviously not a basis for a thematic evaluation of the contents of a multiple
text manuscript.
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proviso, we observe that among the 83 texts identified so far, with the exception
of Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani’s own compositions, there is an almost
equal distribution of the original compositions on the one hand and the commen-
taries and super-commentaries on the other.'?®

5 The Bannant library

When examining more closely the constitution of the library, or more exactly of
the books that are known to us, one notices a relatively high number of recent
works: nineteen of them date from the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries,
sixteen of them being composed by Moroccan authors.”*® On this last point, the
trend is confirmed at a more general level: among the 83 texts identified so far,
28 (a third of the total) are authored by Moroccans.” If we take into account
together the names of the authors originating from North Africa and al-Andalus, it
turns out that the Muslim West is well represented: its share amounts to a half (38
titles, against 39 for the rest of the Muslim world). This leaves aside the question
of the place of copy since only a few manuscripts can be analysed on this point.*?
Among the twelve fragments, those written in a Maghribi hand are six; and the
two manuscripts of the Qarawiyyin as well as manuscript 16 K of the National
Library are also in Maghribi script.

In terms of contents and on the basis of the texts that could be identified, the
books can be divided into three major groups of roughly equivalent size: the largest
one comprises the books with religious content, 23 in total,>* followed by those of
law (20),* then grammar and philology (17).”** In the first category, we can note
a comparatively high number of works (6) on the sira: they may reflect Muham-
mad b. ‘Abd al-Salam’s interest for this field, since his major work is a commen-
tary of al-Kala‘T’s K. al-Iktifa’ on the expeditions of the Prophet and the first three
caliphs. Among the remaining texts, two smaller groups can be suggested. The sci-
entific component is reduced to two texts, one on medicine (no. 32) and the other

129 Nos 24 and 36 are included into this group, even if the full title is not known.

130 Nos 25, 25 bis, 34, 40, 45, 48, 50 and 58; Fgmt 5 and 16 K, 3, 7, 8, 9, 11, 17.

131 Nos 14, 15, 26, 33, 35, 37, 39, 43, 44, 52 and 57, as well as Fgmt 6 in addition to the texts listed in n. 130.
132 Texts 7, 40 and perhaps also 56 bis of the list above. See below.

133 Nos 1, 2, 10, 12, 13, 19, 25, 25 bis, 27, 28, 31, 34, 38, 44, 49, 56 bis and 59. We did not include
nos 7 and 37 (Sufism) or no. 41 (unidentified Qissat Ahl al-kahf).

134 Nos 4, 5, 8, 11, 15, 16, 18, 23, 26, 33, 35, 42, 51 and 56.

135 Nos 9, 14, 17, 20, 21, 22, 29, 40, 46 a 48, 55 and 58.
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Fig. 5: Fez, Qarawiyyin Library, MS 1013, fol. 370. Wagqf deed. © F. Déroche.
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on astronomy (no. 43): it should be noted that the latter is included in a multiple
texts manuscript without being apparently the first work: however, it has benefited
from an exception to the rule prevailing for other manuscripts of this type of which
only the first text is indicated.’®® History and geography are better represented with
four volumes™ to which could be added the two fahrasa™® and the bibliography
by Suyuti, al-Nugaya fi arba‘ata ‘ashara ‘ilman.”*® Poetry, with the exception of
religious poetry (nos 27, with commentaries, and 49), belles lettres and philosophy
are absent, but the texts related to these fields may have been included in multi-
ple texts manuscripts of which only the first text was identified in the inventory. It
cannot be ruled out either that works of these genres were among the books specifi-
cally inherited by their brother ‘Abd al-Karim. A manuscript with two texts on logic,
one by Qutb al-din al-Razi al-Tahtani and the other by Ibn Marziiq al-hafid al-Til-
imsani, was also part of this library.’*® Regarding religious poetry, it may be noted
in passing that the multiple text manuscript no. 49 begins with a composition of
this kind, al-Baghdadi’s Qasa’id al-witriyya fi madh khayr al-bariyya, a situation
parallel to that observed in the collection of the Escorial (manuscripts RBME 270,
304, 361, 362, 363, 384, 399, 404, 436, 442, 470 and 487).**

There is little evidence available about the readers’ interest in Morocco during
the period. It is however possible to make a parallel with the contents of a princely
manuscript kept in the Escorial. According to a note found on fol. 385a, RBME 248
was prepared for the library of Abd ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Qadir b.
Muhammad al-Sharif al-Hasani and completed on 23 Rabi‘ II 969 AH/31 December
1561 CE, according to the colophon on fol. 281a."*? The date and the name of this
Abii ‘Abd Allah who had these miscellany prepared for himself invite us to identify
him with a nephew of the Saadian Sultan ‘Abd Allah al-Ghalib who had him killed
in 975/1567.13 The list of the manuscript contents is as follows.

136 No. 52 may also be an exception. No. 27 is a different case as it contains various commen-
taries on the Burda.

137 Nos 3, 39, 50 and 57. The two geographical works are travel accounts, one being the famous
work by Ibn Battiita (no. 39), the other one being by Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani (no. 50).
138 Nos 45 and 52.

139 No. 53.

140 Seen. 117.

141 See de Castilla in this volume. GAL S I, 443.

142 Déroche 2019.

143 See Fagnan 1924, 388 (= ‘Anonyme sur la dynastie sa‘dienne’); Le Tourneau 1977, 26. Anoth-
er date for the death of this Saadian prince is given there (Le Tourneau 1977, 25, n. 71).
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Contents of the Escorial manuscript, RBME 248

® N e

10.

11.

12.
13.

14.

Abi ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Sa‘id al-Sanhaji al-Basiri (d. 694 AH/1294 CE),
al-Burda ***

Safi al-din ‘Abd al-‘Aziz b. Saraya al-Hilli (d.750 AH/1349 CE), Kafiyya
al-badi‘iyya.**

Abt ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Yasuf al-hasani al-Sanisi (d. 892 AH/1486 CE),
‘Agida ahl al-tawhid also called al-‘Agida al-kubra.**

al-Santisi, Umm al-barahin also known as al-‘Agida al-sugra.**’

al-Saniisi, treatises on the same topics.'*®

al-Santisi, al-Isaghugi.***

al-Sandsi, theological treatises.’®

AblGi Muhammad ‘Abd Allah b. Abi Zayd al-Qayrawani (d.386 AH/996 CE),
K. al-risala.**

Khalil b. Ishaq b. Masa al-Maliki al-Misri (d. 767 AH/1365 CE), al-Mukhtasar.*>
Jamal al-din Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah b. Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah Ibn Malik
al-Ta’i al-Jayyani (d. 672 AH/1273 CE), al-Alfiyya (part).'>

Abt ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. Muhammad b. Dawiid al-Sanhaji b. Ajurram
(d. 723 AH/1323 CE), Ajurrimiyya.*>*

Ibn Malik, Lamiyya al-af‘al (or al-Miftah fi abniyat al-af al).*>®

Abii al-‘Abbas Ahmad b. Abi ‘Abd Allah Muhammad b. ‘Uthman al-Azdi al-Magh-
ribi, known as Ibn al-Banna (d. 721 AH/1321 cE), Talkhis a‘mal al-hisab.>®

Abt Ishaq Ibrahim b. Abi Bakr al-Tilimsani, urjuza about rhetoric and style.

144 See GAL 1, 264; S 1, 467.

145 See GALII, 160; S 1I, 199.

146 See GALII, 250 (I).

147 GALTI, 250 (II).

148 This text could not be identified in the list of al-Saniisi’s works published by C. Brockelmann
(S11, 356).

149 See GAL 11, 252 (XVII); also GAL 1, 46521.

150 This text could not be identified in the list of al-Saniisi’s works published by C. Brockelmann
(S1I, 356).

151 See GALI, 177; S1, 301.

152 GALII, 84; S1I, 96.

153 GAL, 298/4-ii; S 1, 522.

154 See GALII, 237; S1I, 332.

155 See GAL1I, 300; S 1, 256.

156 GALI, 255/1; S1, 363.
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15. Jamal al-din Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Qazwini (d. 739 AH/1338 CE),
Talkhis al-miftah.*>”

16. Diya’ al-din abii Muhammad ‘Abd Allah b. ‘Uthman al-Khazraji
(fl. c. 650 AH/1252 CE), al-Ramiza al-shdfiyya fi ‘ilm al- ‘ariud.*>®

17. ‘Abd al-Rahman b. Muhammad al-Jadiri (d. 818 AH/1416 CE), Rawdat al-azhar
fi ‘ilm wagqt al-layl wa-l-nahar.**®

Eight of the seventeen texts of this miscellany, which represent in a way the basis
of the knowledge of an honnéte homme in the Saadian period, coincide in some
way with some of the contents of the books the three sisters presented as a wagf
two centuries later.

Miscellany The three sisters’ waqgf
No. 1 27

No. 4 25, 25 bis

No. 8 15, 16, 26

No. 9 4

No. 10 17,21, 22, 48,16 Kis
No. 11 47

No. 15 20,297, 16 K2

No. 17 43

It is, of course, out of the question to put on the same footing a library in one volume,
a sort of compendium of fundamental texts in the education of the elites, and the
various volumes which were belonging to scholars. However, finding either the same
texts or commentaries of texts present in miscellany RBME 248 tells much about the
permanence of a body of knowledge, or more particularly of works that have reached
the status of classics. In RBME 248, the most recent text is the ‘Agida al-sugra by
al-Saniisi; among the works presented as a wagf by the three sisters, some of those
which are related to the contents of the Escorial princely miscellany date from the sev-
enteenth century, for instance nos 16, 20, 22 or 25 and 25 bis, but they are all commen-

157 GAL]I, 295; S 1, 516.
158 GAL1, 312/10; S I, 545.
159 See Benchekroun 1974, 247-250.
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taries. Is it a choice or the consequence of the availability on the market? As noted
above, commentaries represent half of all books.

6 Conclusion

The three sisters’ wagf constitutes in itself an interesting document on the way
books circulated in Morocco during the second half of the eighteenth century.
Put in the context provided by the different documents we have found, it takes on
another meaning and reflects a deliberate policy to build a library and avoid the
dispersion of books accumulated over two or more generations. The stakes are very
clear: the various actors are the members of a family of scholars for whom access to
books was of particular importance.

When did the Bannanis start collecting books? There is little doubt that the
grandfather, ‘Abd al-Salam, had already begun to work in this direction by making
a copy of BukharT’s Sahih in eight volumes a wagf in favour of his son. This example
and the documents we have found make clear that the three sisters therefore did not
take an initiative but acted according to what was already a family policy: after the
death of their brother Muhammad, they did again what they had done previously
after their father’s death or followed a tradition established by their grandfather.

To what extent Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam’s personal experience when he
was preparing his Maghani al-wafa’ li ma‘ani al-Iktifa’ induced him to implement a
more ambitious approach of acquisition then of stabilization, even of hoarding of
books? We are indeed told that the composition of this work has spread over sixteen
years, mainly due to the lack of sources the author finally managed to find during
his trip to the Near East—and we saw that a manuscript of the library had been
actually bought in Mekka.'*° His intellectual stature was an asset in his collecting
business, as the wagf of both Qarawiyyin Library manuscripts 1013 and 1060 sug-
gests: the merchant al-Wuraydi had agreed to make Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam
and his son Hamdiin the beneficiaries of two wagfs that provided them with two
series of books totalling 21 volumes. It seems that only the extinction of the lineage
after the death of his son ‘Abd al-Karim allowed the ultimate beneficiary, the library
of the Qarawiyyin Mosque, to come into possession of these books on 2 Rabi‘ II
1201 AH/21 January 1787 CE—and not, as was stipulated, after that of Hamdan’s
demise in 1170 AH/1756 CE .»** Such a procedure was a clever way to increase the

160 See above and n. 115. Also ‘Abd al-Karim Bannani, MS Hasaniyya 13900, fol. 21r; ‘Abd al-
Hayy al-Kattani, Fahris, ed. ‘Abbas 1982, I, 225.
161 al-Ribati, Mugaddimat al-fath, ed. Najib 2008, 123.
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library size, which was also possible through purchases. The importance of the
travel to the East to make acquisitions has to be stressed again here.

As shown by items nos 27 and 28 in the list of his works as well as by the
incomplete Fahris asanid found in manuscript 16 K, Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam
was keen on following the traditional forms in the acquisition of knowledge from
masters whose names he recorded carefully. Next to this model of aural transmis-
sion, his activity in the accumulation of books leaves no doubt about the impor-
tance of the latter in his own intellectual pursuits and for his scholarly status. His
children tried to maintain and increase the library they inherited from him. There
was a collective and coherent effort by the Bannanis at building up by accumula-
tion a patrimonial library as well as at keeping it together. Despite the demises, the
divisions among the heirs and the necessary adaptations that they entailed, the
Bannani library developed during the second half of the eighteenth century. The
construction of the zawiya was certainly not only intended to receive the library as a
last resort, but could give it a more formal dimension. Were the three sisters encour-
aged by their brother ‘Abd al-Karim to give up their share of inheritance or had their
father left his recommendations? Nothing allows to decide. According to the data
currently available to us, we are able to list 83 titles in this collection (see Appendix
I), but the number was of course higher: the exact contents of the multiple-text
manuscripts escape us, except for the manuscript 16 K, and we do not know what
was in ‘Abd al-Karim’s possession and the exact number of manuscripts involved
in the 1164 AH/1750 CE operation. It was anyhow a library of a respectable size for
the standards of the time.

Accumulating essential books to support the intellectual activity of the Bannanis
was probably not the only objective. Obviously, as suggested by the contents of man-
uscript 16 K, a copy of the works of the scholars belonging to this family (including
their maternal ancestor Muhammad b. Ahmad Mayyara al-Fasi and perhaps others)
was part of the collection: the latter defended the prestige of the family since it helped
to preserve the successive contributions of various generations. It was therefore
working ad majorem familize gloriam. Did the wagf guarantee its durability? We can
doubt it. The presence of these manuscripts in the Qarawiyyin Library shows that the
volumes were partly scattered and that the zawiya did not fulfil its function of ulti-
mate stronghold. But this is not, after all, an exceptional situation: two manuscripts
that the great Saadian scholar Ahmad al-Manjiir had established as a family wagf in
1572-1573 passed to Miilay Zaydan’s library and are nowadays in El Escorial.’®* It is
however quite exceptional to have the possibility to reconstruct, even partially, the
contents of a private Moroccan library of the eighteenth century.

162 RBME 1032, fol. 1a (980 CE/1572 AH) and 1072, fol. 3a (981 ce/1573 AH).
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Appendix I: The Bannant library c. 1770 (list of
holdings according to currently available sources)

Authors’ names

‘Abd Allah b. Yasuf b. ‘Abd Allah b. Hisham (d. 761 AH/1360 CE)
‘Abd al-‘Aziz Ibn ‘Abd al-Salam al-Sulami (d. 660 AH/1261 CE)
‘Abd al-Baqt al-Zargani (d. 1099 AH/1687 CE)

‘Abd al-Rahman al-Fasi (d. 1036 AH/1626 CE)

‘Abd al-Rahman al-Jadiri (d. after 818 AH/1415 CE)

‘Abd al-Rahman al-Jazali (d. 741 AH/1340 CE)

‘Abd al-Salam b. Hamdan Bannani (d. 1136 AH/1723 CE)

Ab al-Fida’ Ibn Kathir (d. 774 AH/1372 CE)

Ab Ishaq al-Zajjaj (d. 311 AH/923 CE)

Ab al-Su‘dd Muhammad b. Muhammad al-‘Imadi (d. 982 AH/1574 CE)
Abi Zayd ‘Abd al-Rahman b. ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Fasi (d. 1096 AH/1685 CE)
‘Adud al-din al-Tji (d. 756 AH/1355 CE)

Ahmad b. Mubarak al-Sijilmassi(d. 1156 AH/1743 CE)
Ahmad b. Sulayman b. Kamal Basha (d. 940 AH/1534 CE)
Ahmad b. Yahya al-Wansharisi (d. 914 AH/1508 CE)

Ahmad Ibn Zarriiq (d. 899 AH/1493 CE)

‘Ali b. Muhammad Baraka al-Titwani (d. 1120 AH/1708 CE)
Badr al-din al-‘AynT al-Bukhari (d. 855 AH/1451 CE)

Burhan al-din al-Safaqusi (d. 743 AH/1342 CE)

al-Damiri (d. 805 AH/1402 CE)

Fakhr al-din al-Razi (d. 606 AH/1209 CE)

al-Hajj al-Shutaybi (d. 963 AH/1555 CE)

Hamdan b. Muhammad Bannani (d. 1170 AH/1756 CE)

Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr al-Numayri (d. 463 AH/1071 CE)

Ibn ‘Arafa (d. 803 AH/1400 CE)

Ibn al-Athir (d. 606 AH/1209 CE)

Ibn ‘Atiyya (d. 542 AH/1147 CE)

Ibn Battata (d. 779 AH/1377 CE)

Ibn Ghazi (d. 919 AH/1513 CE)

Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852 AH/1449 CE)

Ibn Hajar al-Haytam1 (d. 973 AH/1565 CE)

Ibn al-Hajib (d. 646 AH/1248 CE)

Ibn al-Hajj (d. 737 AH/1336 CE)

Fgmt 763
Fgmt 8
51

25 bis
43

26

(16 K)
41(2)
40
Fgmt 2
Fgmt 5
44

16 Kis
16 K12 (7)
35

37

16 Kie
21

2

5

38

57

48

16 Kia
18

1

28

39

14
Fgmt 3
31

23

7,Fgmt 4

163 The numbers alone refer to the items listed in the three sisters’ waqf; ‘Q’ designates a man-
uscript in the Qarawiyyin Library main collection, ‘Fgmt’ a fragment in the deposit of the same
library (see the call number in the bibliography); ‘16 K’ is the manuscript in the Royal Library of
the Kingdom of Morocco. In some cases, the title may be followed by two references when it is
known in a document and through the manuscript itself (for example al-Madkhal).
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Authors’ names

Ibn Khallikan (d. 681 AH/1282 CE)

Ibn Malik (d. 672 AH/1273)

Ibn Marziiq al-hafid al-Tilimsani (d. 842 AH/1438 CE)
Ibn al-Nafis (d. 687 AH/1288 CE)

Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyya (d. 751 AH/1350 CE)

Ibn al-Rashid al-Baghdadi (d. 662 AH/1263 CE)

Ibn Sayyid al-nas (d. 734 AH/1333 CE)

Ibn ‘Umar al-Anfasi (d. 761 AH/1359 CE)

Ibn al-Wahshit (d. 502 AH/1108 CE)

al-Jurjani (d. 816 AH/1413 CE)

Khalid al-Azhari (d. 905 AH/1499 CE)

al-Kharshi(d. 1101 AH/1690 CE)

al-Lakhmi (d. 478 AH/1085 CE)

al-Mahalli (d. 864 AH/1459 CE)

al-Manjar (d. 995 AH/1586 CE)

Mayyara al-Fasi (d. 1072 AH/1661 CE)

Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Qadir al-Fasi(d. 1116 AH/1704)
Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani (d. 1163 AH/1749 CE)

Muhammad al-Fishtali (d. 777 AH/1376 CE)
Muhammad b. Muhammad b. ‘Abd al-Salam Bannani
(d.1182AH/1769 CE)

Muhammad b. Yasuf al-Salihi al-Shami (d. 942 AH/1536 CE)
al-Mundhiri (d. 656 AH/1258 CE)

Muslim b. al-Hajjaj (d. 261 AH/875 CE)

al-Rassa“ al-Tilimsani (d. 894 AH/1488 CE)

al-Razi al-Tahtant, Qutb al-din (d. 766 AH/1364 CE)
al-Radani (d. 1094 AH/1683 CE)

al-Saktani (d. 1062 AH/1651 CE)

al-Subki (d. 771 AH/1369 CE)

al-Suyati (d. 911 AH/1505 CE)

al-Taftazani (d. 792 AH/1390 cE)

al-Tata’1 (d. 942 AH/1535 CE)

al-Tirmidhi (d. 279 AH/892 cE)

al-Tuwati (d. 1160 AH/1747 CE)

al-Ujhari (d. 1066 AH/1655 CE)

al-Wansharisi (d. 914 AH/1508 CE)

Yasin al-‘UlaymT(d. 1061 AH/1651 CE)

Zakariyya’ al-Ansari (d. 926 AH/1520 CE)

Fgmt 12

46, 55

Fgmt 9

32

19

49

12, Fgmt 11

15

59

9 (D

17, 47

Q1060

8

11

52

34

58

40, 45 (?), 50, 16
K1, 3, 7, 8, 9, 11 and
two missing texts
33

16 K2

Fgmt 10
Q1013
10

56
Fgmt 9
16 Ko
25
42(7)
3,53
29

56 bis
16 K17
13,16
Fgmt 6
20, 22
Fgmt 1
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Titles

al-Badr al-lami‘ fi hall Jam‘al-jawami‘

Fahrasa d’al-Manjar

Fahrasa de Muhammad Bannani (?)

Fahris asanid

al-Fa@’iq frahkam al-watha@’iq

Fath al-Jalil ‘ala Mukhtasar al-Saykh Khalil

Fath al-qarib al-Mujib ‘ala Sharh al-Targhib wa al-tarhib

Hashiya ‘ala Alfiyyat Ibn Malik

Hashiya ‘ala Mukhtasar sharh TalkhTs al-Miftah

Hashiya ‘ala Sharh Umm al-barahin: al-Agida al-sughra

Hashiya Kamal Basha ‘ala al-Baydawr

Hashiya al-Zarqant ‘ala Sharh al-Luganf ‘ala khutbat Mukhtasar Khalil
al-Hidaya al-Kafiya al-shafiya li-bayan haqd’iq Ibn ‘Arafa al-wafiya
al-Hudud fi al-ta‘rifat al-fighiyya

Husn al-muhadara fi tarikh Misr wa al-Qahira

Ihkam al-dalala ‘ala tahrir al-Risala

Ikhtisar Sharh khutbat al-Alfiyya

Intiq@’ Micat Hadith fT al-targhib fi istina“ al-ma‘rif

Irshad al-‘aql al-salim ila mazaya al-Quran al-karim

al-Isaba fi tamyiz al-Sahaba

Ithaf dhawi al-istihgaq bi ba'di murad al-Muradi wa Zawa’id AbT Ishaq
Izalat al-labs ‘an al-masa’il al-khams

Jami‘al-Ummahat aw al-Mukhtasar al-far7

Jam“al-jawami‘fr Usal al-figh (?)

Jawahir al-kalam

Kitab al-Juman fi mukhtasar akhbar al-zaman

al-Madkhal

Manasik ‘Ali Baraka al-Titwani

al-Magqasid al-nahwiyya, Sharh shawahid shurah al-Alfiyya

Mawahib al-jalila al-mustanbata min kalam kull jalil li yatayassara biha
hall alfaz Mukhtasar Khalil

Miftah al-shifa fi muhadhat al-Shifa

al-Misbah fi Sharh al-Miftah

al-Miyar al-mu‘rib wa al-jami‘al-mugrib ‘an fatawa ahl Ifrigiya wa al-
Andalus wa al-Magrib

Mughni al-labib ‘an kutub al-a‘arib

al-Muharrar al-wajiz fT tafsir al-kitab al-‘aziz

Muhassal afkar al-mutaqgaddimin wa al-muta’akhkhirin min al-‘ulama’
wa al-hukama’ wa-l-mutakallimin

al-Majaz fi al-tibb

al-Mujid frirab al-Quran al-majid

al-Nastha al-kafiya li man khassahu Allah bi al-‘afiya

Nasthat al-mughtarrin wa kifayat al-mudtarrin fT al-tafrig bayna
al-muslimin bi ma lam yunzilhu rabb al-‘alamin wa la ja’a bihi al-rasal
al-amin wa la thabata ‘an al-khulafa’ al-mahdiyyin

11

52
45,16 Ks
16 Ks

33

4
Q1013
22

20

25, 25 bis
16 K12 (7)
51

56

18

3

Fgmt 1
48

16 Kio
Fgmt 2
Fgmt 3
14

16 Kis
23

42

44

57

7, Fgmt 4
16 Kie
21
Q1060

Fgmt 5
9
Fgmt 6

Fgmt7
28
38

32
2

37
34
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Titles

al-Nihaya fi gharib al-hadith wa al-athar

al-Nugaya fT arba‘ata ‘ashara ilman

al-Qasa’id al-witriyya fr madh khayr al-bariyya

Qawa'id al-ahkam fTislah al-anam

Qissat Ahl al-kahf

Rawa’iq al-hulal fi algab al-zihaf wa al-ilal

Rawdat al-azhar fi ilm waqt al-layl wa al-nahar

al-Rihla al-hijaziyya

Risala fT fadl al-nisf min Sha‘ban

Sahih al-Bukhart

Sahih Muslim

al-Sawa‘iq al-muhriga ‘ala ahl al-rafd wa al-dalal wa al-zandaqga
al-Shama’il al-Muhammadiyya wa al-khas@’il al-mustafawiyya
al-Shamil i figh al-imam Malik

Sharh al-Ajurrimiyya fi usal ilm al-‘arabiyya

Sharh al-Hizb al-Kabir li AbT al-Hasan al-Shadhilr

Sharh al-jumal fT al-mantiq li al-Khinaji

Sharh khutbat Mikhtasar al-Sa‘d al-Taftazanft li Talkhis al-Miftah
Sharh Makhtasar Sahih al-Bukhart

Sharh Musnad al-Shihab fT al-Hadith

Sharh Qasidat sayyidi ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Fasi fi ilm al-usturlab
Sharh al-Risala

Sharh al-Salat al-Mashishiyya

Sharh al-Shamsiyya

Sharh al-Targhib wa al-tarhib

Subul al-huda wa-l-irshad fi sirat khayr al-ibad

al-Tabsira

Takmil al-maram bi Sharh shawahid Ibn Hisham

Ta’lif fi ma la yansarif min al-asma’

Ta'lif al-imam Ibn ‘Abd al-Barr fT al-Basmala hal hiya aya min al-Fatiha am la

Tamrin al-Tullab fT sina‘at al-i'rab: I'rab Alfiyyat Ibn Malik

Tashil al-fawa’id wa takmil al-maqasid

Tazim al-aimma al-arba‘a

al-Tuhfa ‘ala Kafiyat Ibn al-Hajib

Tuhfat al-nuzzar fr ghara’ib al-amsar wa ‘aj@’ib al-asfar

Uddat al-buraq fTjam‘ma fT al-mathhab min al-jumi‘wa al-furiiq
‘Uyan al-athar fT funiin al-Maghazi wa al-shama’il wa al-athar
Wafayat al-a'yan wa-anba’ abna’ al-zaman

Zad al-ma‘ad fr hady khayr al-ibad

1

53

49

Fgmt 8
41

16 K17 (?)
43

50

16 Ku

10

31

56 bis

5

47

16 K7
Fgmt 9
16 K2

13

59

(16 K)
15, 16, 26
16 Ko
Fgmt 9
Q1013
Fgmt 10
8

58

40, 16 Ku
16 Kis
17

55

(16 K)
46

39

35

12, Fgmt 11
Fgmt 12
19
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Appendix Il: The Bannant family

‘Abd Allah Bannant

Ahmad Biista
Mahammad Ahmad Mayyara al-Fast
‘Abd al-Wahid Muhammad
(d. 1662)
Hamdin Ahmad said Haddi
(d.1681) (d.1701)
‘Abd al-Salam Fatima
(d.1723) ‘
Muhammad Muhammad Third brother
al-‘Arab1

Abii Hamid Muhammad
‘Amm al-‘Arabi

(d.1768)
Muhammad
al-Makkt
(d.1829)
| |
‘Abd ‘Ashwa Fariha Fatima Hamdin Muhammad
al-Karim (d.1756) (d.1789)

(d.1782)






