RRFECTIONS O |wmamere
MATERNAL HEALTR

[T ALWAYS LONGED HER BODY 15 /IKE THE OCAAN), UNTAMEABLE, UNCONTROLLABLE - AS STRONG AS IT IS SoFT!
FoR BIRTHS THAT
WOULD FEEL LIKE
WATING A
GEORGIA O'KEEFFE
PAINTING COMING
TO L1FE. SOFT &
WARNM CO/ORS UN-
FoLpING LIKE A
FLOWER. SPACES
OF VuLNERABILTY. |

INSTEAD, AT TIMES IT FEELS LIKE BEING TRAPPED IN A Scencg -FI<TioN Movig, W\TH REAL- /iFe VILAINS

/ET WE PRESENT THE Viwans IN THIS STORY ..

Don‘T Be Fooen By How CUTE 4 WARMIESS THEY
LOOK- THEY LOVE To BOLD HANDS, AND SURVIVE [N
EVERY CZIMATE. LITIZE SUCLERS!)

3 Open Access. © 2025 the author(s), published by De Gruyter. This work is licensed under the Creative Commons

Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License. For details go to https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110775754-043
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THE AKTIST (S RIGHT ABOUT
ALTHOUGH THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION (LHO 2018) ONE THNG* THE HOST VALUIABLE
COPPOSES THE ROUTINE USE OF EPISIOTOMY DUE TO PART 0F A WOHAN (s PER
ITS HIGHER RATE OF COMPLICATIONS AND PCORER.

REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS OF
1
WOUND HEALING, THE PROCEDURE. IS ST ROUTINELY il <=1 45 THE

OBJECTIFICATION BEGIN!
PERTORMED IN VANY CQUNTRIES - OFTEN WiTHOUT
MEDICAL INDICATION.

WIL A ROSE IN TRONT OF The DE/[VeRY Room
ONCE A YEAR MAKE WP Tor Tils ABUSE?
ROsES REVOLUTION DAY on 25 NOVEMBER STANDS
AS A SYMBOL AGAINST veERBAL AND OBSTETRIC
VIOLENCE 1N THE DEZIVERY ROOM. VICTICHS CAN
VLACE A ROEE N TRONT OF THE DELVERY ReoM.

16 .1:. ORIGINE DU MONDE "
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CARRYING THE PAIN OF OUR CrvilizATioh)..-

TeoH THE GICRITIED SAINTLY

FIGURE OF A VIRQIN HOTHER

MARY TO THE TESPISED

“ WHORE" : (UNFULFILABLE

EXTECTATIOUS WAVE BEEN

PLAED 0N LOMEN Sineg

< TIME [MHEMORIAL. THE YEDICAL
- BUMAN RIGHTS VEmaoRK (216)
DERNES THE \NSTRUNENTALLSATION
OF WOHEN'S BODIES £5 THE
SUBJUGATION OF FehaLe

BIOLoGICAL FUNCTIONS Tg A
& ToLTicisen PATRIARCHAL AGENTA.

endless nudurin
Somehow

Mother - \dea|
SHUL a v'\rs'u\

PrioR(TY
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PDISGUSTING STUFE
| HEARD A5 A STUDENT
MIDWIFE ...

EMBEDDED IV (INEQUAL POWER DYNAMICS,
THE INTANTIZISATION OF GHIZDBEARING WOMEN

T IS SOMETHING THAT HATPENS TAR Too OFTEN.
SPOILER ALERT: CARE PROVIDERS
SHOULD EMPOWER, NOT HUHILIATE..

ON TIE MENU®
SENSH. AND RAL

How THE FU Coup |
TFORGET THAT I'M A GROWN)
TWOMAN -7 BM, IT MuST BE,
THE PAN 'M |0

A SENOR DOCTOR ATTER
SUPERVISING A BIRTH THAT Jusr
TOOK PLACE: " AN Yo KNOLJ-

UM WOHEN ARE SimpLy BETER

AT GIVING BIRTH... WHEN | ook AT
Yo, U BET You KNOW HOwW |HPORTAMT
FLEXBILITY 15 EOTH FOR BIRTHING AND "SHAVE Yoursesr
IV THE BEDROOM.. NO WONDER OBESE N hkal
LOMEN WAVE THE HARTEST BIRTHS. ” TiHE -

“THAT'S ND WAY TO Gle

BIRTH ! PUL YOURSELT
TOGETHER, YU ARE NO
LONGER A LiTrZE GIRL,
ARE You-. 2/ "
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A WMMS AND THE

CYTOTEC

IN RECENT HONTHS, THE HEDIA COVERAGE OF A DRUG TOR [NDUCING

LABOUR WITH THE TRADE NAME CYTOTEC (THE ACTIVE WEDICAL INGREDIENT
1S9 MISOPRosTOL) HAS CAUSED A HEATED DEBATE. THE DRUG WAS
WOED  WITHOUT THE WOMEN BEING INTRHED OR GIVING THER CONSENT,
AND 15 SAID TO KAVE CAUSED A NUHBER OF COMPLICATIONS AND DAMAGES
To THE HOTHERS AND THEIR CHILDREN (BARTEVS ET AL 2020). THE FACT Tral
CYTOTEC 5 NOT APPROVED FOR THE INDUCTION OF ABOUR [N QERMANY
AND 15 ADMINISTERED AS A S0 CALIED OFF - JABEL TRUG - FEy T WAy

BE USED FOR OTHER PURPOSES WITHIN THE FRAMETJORK OF THERATEUTIC
TREEDOM - HAS CAUSED OUTRAGE - CYTOTEC ORIGINALLY CAHE ON) THE MARKET

AS A STOHACHIC, AND 1S COHHONZY USED IN OBSTETRICS BECAUSE IT [S CHEAPER
THAN O™ ER APPROVED DRUGS.

wd
VERTHING
ROUND ME o~
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[ET'S REFLACE
N A - CARE WiTH
SCREEND EVERYWHERE?
WE WL SAVE A .
\WWILE £OT OF WMONEY {

CTGQs (CARpI0-TOO-
GRAPHIES) ARE USED
ROUTINELY [N AUSTRIA
TO DOCUMENT THE
FETAL HEART RATE
DURING BIRTH-

THEY RESTRICT
WOMEN's FrRee DoM
OF MOVEMENT DURING
ABUR IN MaNy CASES
BUT ARE  IMPORTANT
TOOLS IN FORENSICS. |T
ENABLES THE CARE
PROVIDER TO Assess THE
STTUATION, EVEN From
ANOTHER ROOM -

THE GENTLE ToucH OF A CARE PROVIDER CAN'T BE REP/ACED, AN T2

EQUTPED WITH BETTER TECHNOLOGIES, BUT LITH HA- REMINDS ME OF

A BLATANT NURSING SHORTAGE, LIOMEN GTIEN Tees Bl HiK mapys.-
LIKE THEY ARE LEFT AZONE N THER PAIN. *;Z:ﬂ EFFlCenT
THE RESWTING FEELINGS OF TRUSTRATION AND a0 O&jklt:fc;mts
BENG OVERWHELMED ARE PALPABLE ON Hore

ACURNELY THAN
REM. PECPLE -

BO™H SIDES ... NOT ONLY UNNECESSARY MEDICAL
INTERVENTIONS  BUT ALSO VERBAL VIOLENCE A LACK
OF ANAESTHESIA / INFORHATION / CONSENT ARe \03
NOT UNCOMHON) IN WOMERY'S HEALTHCARE. Lot
FROMN (MMIGRANT BACKGROUNDS AND BIPOC ARE
PARTICULARLY ATFECTED. (JNTOKruL)ATE/_}j THEY ARE
OFTEN NOT TAKEN SERIOUSLY [V THE SAME WAY
AS WHITE WMEN - E-G, WHEN IN NEED OF
B, PAIN MEDICATION. RACIST NARRATIVES SUGH AS
“ BLAKC TWOMEN ARE MEEDIER AND ENDURE
O MORE PAIN HAVE A DIRECT IMPACT ON)
CARE  AND OUTCOMES. THE B/AK HITHERS
HATIER. MOVEMENT IN THE USA 15 DRAWING
LATTEUHON TO THE TRBLEM OF RAUSM I\ QBSTETRICS.




AS I'M ALREADY
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IN THE PICTURE--

LET HE PRESENT OUR
“BERO" OT The DAY :

DR J.Nmow SIMS, BEER
KNOWN AS ...

WEL -~ 'D BEITER
BE THANKFUL ToR BiS
Work ! AT LeAsT You
CAN ENDOY THE BENETMS
OF WIS SPECUCUM Now..
A TRUE GENLYSH

PAINTING By ROBERT Thow, AS PART OF THE “GREAT ‘ovenrs
IN VEDICINE SERIES". 1T'S THE ONLY KNOWN REPRESENTANON
OF LUCY, ANARCHA AND BETSEy , THE THREE BNS/AVED
WOMEN  S\MS OPERATED UPON, REPEATEDLY... SiMs us1>%3)
A GYNACCOLOGIST IN ALABAYA, BECAME FAMOUS Tor uBIING The
SPECULUM AND SUCCESSFULLY PERFORMING OPERATIONS ON VAGINAL
FISTULAS - FISTULAS WERE COMMON IV THE Aap, CENTURY,
ESPeECiALLY In BLAK, ENSLAVED WOMEN (Due To RAPE,
MULTIPLE PREGNANCIES, POOR NUTRITION, AUD UNTREATED
INFECTIONS)- /IVING IV AN ERA WHEN [T WAS ASUNED
THAT BUACK PRRE WERE CAPABLE OF ENDURING MoRE
PAIN THAN WH(TE PEOPLE, SMS DID His Experittanrs
ON Lycy, ANARCHA & BETSEY \JmHouT ANAESTHESIA (111

FI6-2  “GYNAEDLOGIC SURGEN THoH 1952

PERFORMING

SIMS' STATUE: Whs REMOVED
TROM GaNTRAL PARK 1N NIYC,
WHERE [T HAD STOOD ®R
124 YEARS, (N 2048,
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TATRIARCHY

NEDLIBERALISM
NIsoGyny SEXiSH RACIsH P
. oo ()
S
v &%)

THIS SHORT COMIC TWAS INTENDED TO PROVIDE TOOD TOR THOUGHT ABOUT THE
EXTENT TO WHICH THE VIZAINS OF THe STORYLINE HAVE OMAPED OUR MEDICA,
SYSTEM AND THE WAY BIRTHING PEORE ARE TREATED. SOME OF THE VILAINS ARE
EASIER TO FIGHT, SOME MORE CHAZENGING. ONE THING 15 C/EAR: You "AVE To START
SOMEWHERE . WOHMEN ARE INCREASINGLY FINDING THEHSELVES LEFT AONE TUuRING

ATARICUARLy
VULNERABLE TIME, AND THe InciDENCE OF POSTPARTUM TEPRESION 15 RISING. 7ET,

THE SOLUTIONS ARE SO CZOSE AT WAND. Tor EXAMPLE, CONPREHENSIVE POSTPA

RTuM CARE,
COVERED BY THE HEALTH INSURANCE FUND (LHICH ALSO REACHES LESS WEALTHY

FANILIES) WowD RBe DESIRABLE IN ORDER TO PROMOTE REAZTH AND LDO0RK

PREVENTIVELY. BUT AS /ONG AS SAVINGS ARE BEING MADE I\ THE ARed OF
WOMEN'S HEAZTH AND CARE WORK |\ GENERAZ, NOTHING WL CHANGE.

WOMEN PESERVE BETTER Qp

" THANK YOU ForR TAKING YOUR
Keep THE FIRe BURNING - T\Me TO READ THIS\ By NO
(BUT oMLY THE ONE INSIDE OF YOU)

MEANS DID | WANT TO SHAME
INDIVIDUAL BIRTH WORKERS . W AT s
BROKEN 'S THe OYSTEM, REALLY.
HOWEVER  THE PURLIC Is BARELY
AWARE COF How MUcH PaN &
HUHILLATION WOMEN  SOMETIMES
TACE  DRINGING New JTE INTO

N MEMORY OF Az
THE INNOCENT VICTIMS
OF WITCH HUNTS,
VMATERNAL MORTALITY £
GENDER- gasED VILENCE
THS Wor, p. ESPECIALLY RACIALIZED
& /OR UNPRIVILEGED WOMEN.
LET'S WORK TOWARDS A MorRE
RESPECTFUL, EMPoWERING £
ACCESSI BLE MATERNAL HEALTH
CARE SECTOR- (T IS POSSIBLE-R»
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