Preface

The global Muslim reformist movement had identified multiple social and poli-
tical issues which were of relevance also for the western part of Central Asia,
when in the early 20" century the movement gained momentum in Turkestan.
Intellectuals who subscribed to the overall goals of reformism in particular en-
gaged in fields such as publishing, education and public affairs. ‘Abdurra’uf Fi-
trat (1886-1938), one of the most prominent Central Asian intellectuals of the
1910s to 1930s and a leading figure of modernism, for over two decades fought
against, initially, what he perceived as narrow-minded conservative dogmatism
and practice of the local ‘ulama and later, the intolerant dogmatism of the
newly consolidating Soviet regime.

‘Abdurra’uf Fitrat’s engagement with social and civic activism and his striv-
ing for a new conceptualisation of liberty and a democratic state, which could
bring in social freedom, is closely related to his political activism.

‘Abdurra’uf Fitrat received a traditional Islamic education in Bukhara. His
ideological, social and political views bore Islamist overtones until he went to
Istanbul in 1910. During four intensive years (1910 — 1914) spent in Istanbul, Fitrat
formulated a clearer and well-considered Islamic perspective. These years
proved to be formative for his worldview.

A famous Jadid thinker, writer, journalist and scholar, ‘Abdurra’uf Fitrat and
his literary works have been the subject of numerous publications. This is also
true of his works written and published during his stay in Istanbul. These writ-
ings and particularly, Munazara which was published in Persian in 1911, became
a manifesto of Central Asian Jadidism. Many researchers testify to the essay’s sig-
nificant influence on Jadidism in Turkestan'. But recent findings have shown
that once we tap into previously unused sources, there is still much more to
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learn about Jadidism in Central Asia and ‘Abdurra’uf Fitrat’s multifaceted role
in it.

Newly discovered articles by ‘Abdurra’uf Fitrat, which were published in the
Istanbul magazine Hikmet from December 1910 till May 1911% — that is, even be-
fore the issue of his famous book Munazara® —, seem very instructive when it
comes to understanding components of his early convictions and worldview. Ap-
parently, these publications established an ideological framework which Fitrat
adhered to, at least till the October revolution of 1917. Some features of his
ideas expressed in these articles recurred in Fitrat’s works up until the mid-
1920s. All his works published during that period, starting from the Munazara
(1911) and ending with Hind Ihtilalchilari (Indian Insurrectionists) (1923), are ex-
panded and more detailed versions of his early articles.

This research attempts to locate the sources which influenced the political,
social, and ideological stance of Fitrat, thus also putting in perspective some
overall intellectual trends in Turkestan, especially in Bukhara in the early
1910s. Based on Fitrat’s early publications we aim to find out what intellectual
milieu it was that shaped his worldview in the early 1910s, a worldview that
could be designated as a first attempt at “freedom and sovereignty through
Islam”. A thorough review of these publications also brings greater clarity to
the issue of Fitrat‘s ethnical identity, which sheds light on how he related to
the worldwide community of Muslims and how he positioned himself towards
political unity of the Muslim World.

By scrutinizing Fitrat’s intellectual legacy of 1910 —1915, I hope to highlight
some of the origins of Jadidism in Turkestan and place of Turkestani Jadidism in
the context of worldwide Muslim reformism at the turn of the 20" century.
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