
Contents

Acknowledgements IX

Editions, Translations, and Abbreviations XV

Introduction 1

 Approaching Nietzsche 10
Reading Nietzsche 10
The Gravity of Nietzsche’s Concern 11
No Special Licence 12
‘It All Hangs Together’ 13
Thematic Topology of Nietzsche’s Texts 14
Literature Review 20

 Nietzsche’s Political Economy: Conceptual Framework 27
Preamble 27
Why Political Economy 27
Why Nietzsche’s Political Economy 29
Time Horizons, Scope, and Substance of Social Change 33
Challenging Discourse 37
Thinking ‘Outside of All Social Orders’ 39
Slave Morality and Political Economy 42
Silver Lining of the Coming Storm 50
Concluding Remarks 53

 Nietzsche and Smith on the Division of Labour 56
Introduction 56
Das Adam Smith Problem 60
Concerning ‘the Poor Man’s Son’ 63
Nietzsche on Sympathy and Industriousness 64
Aetiology of the Division of Labour 66
Needs of Slave Morality 69
On Becoming a Science 74
Natural Law, the Final State, and the Felicity of Equilibrium 76
Sympathy of the Division of Labour 82
Nietzsche on the Division of Labour 86
‘What and Wither’ of Man 90
State and the Division of Labour 91
Concluding Remarks 95



 Nietzsche and Marx: Political Economy of the ‘Upside-Down World’ 99
Introduction 99
A Word of Caution 102
Nietzsche and Marx at a Glance 105
An Outline of Overlapping Political Economies 106
Political Economy of Revolution 113
Bruno Bauer and the Essenes’ Conundrum 117
Marx’s Real ‘Atomic Swerve’ 123
Religion and Revolution 126
Changing Revolution’s Pivot 130
The Chimera of Private Property 135
The Power of Exchange 138
The Dark Side of Equality 142
Lenin on Class Consciousness 144
Silenus of Modernity: Weber’s ‘Terrible Wisdom’ 146
Concluding Remarks 149

 Nietzsche on Slavery: Overcome or Simply Abolished? 153
Introduction 153
Semiotic Roots of Slavery 154
Nietzsche’s Definition of Slavery 155
Slavery, Oikonomia, and the Oikodespotes 157
‘Higher Men’ and ‘Rank-Ordering’ 161
Physiology and Psychology of Slavery 166
Abolition of Slavery 173
Capitalism and Modern Slavery 180
Concluding Remarks 186

 Nietzsche on the Perils of Debt 190
Introduction 190
Scope of Critique 191
Debts ‘to the Ancients’ 193
Conceptual Framework 196
Genealogy of Debt and Freedom 197
Debt’s Past, Present, and Future 200
Communal Origins of Debt 203
Debt Forgiveness 205
Debt and Capital 207
‘Psychological Trappings’ of Debt 209
Concluding Remarks: Debt and Subjectivity 214

XII Contents



 Nietzsche’s Critique of Debt Economy 220
Introduction: ‘Seven Skins’ of Debt 220
Writings during the Founders’ Crash and the Long Depression 222
Agency and Corruption 226
Democracy’s Debts 231
Money and Banking 242
Psychology of Banking 247
Debt and Growth 248
Physiology and Psychology of Growth 250
Economic Growth and Human Development 252
Modern Narrative of Growth 254
Entropy of Growth 257
Geopolitics of Slave Morality 259
Precarious Traverse to a Less Industrious World 266

 Closing Reflections on NPE: In Search of Direction 271
Assessing the Findings 271
Slavery 272
Debt 273
The Division of Labour 276
The Question of Agency 280
Nietzsche’s ‘Positive Project’ 282
In the Direction of an Aesthetic Political Economy 284
Parting Thoughts 295

Bibliography 299

Index 331

Contents XIII




