
List of Metrical Symbols

– long/ heavy syllable
k short/ light syllable
x anceps (long or short)
a usually long syllable
u usually short syllable
p a missing syllable in the metrical unit (catalexis/ catalectic metron)
aa two short syllables that can be replaced by a long (contraction)
uu long syllable that can be replaced by two shorts (resolution)
anap. anapaestic metron kklkkl
anap. anapaest in ‘proceleusmatic’ form kkkkkkl
anac. anacreontic kklklkll
ant. antistrophe
ba. bacchiac kll
cho. choriamb lkkl
cr. cretic lkl
cr. cretic in ‘paeon’ form lkkk or kkkl
da. dactyl lkk
do. dochmiac xllkl
enop. enoplion various forms1

ephym. ephymnion
ep. epode
gl. glyconic xxlkklkl
hemiasc. hemiasclepiad xxlkkl
hypo-
doch.

hypodochmiac lklkl

ia. iambic metron xlkl
ibyc. ibycean lkklkklkl
ion. ionic metron llkk or kkll
lec. lecythion lklalkl
mes. mesode
mol. molossus lll
phal. phalaecian (= gl iap) xxlkklklkll
ph. pherecratean xxlkkll
reiz. reizianum xlkklx
sp. spondee ll
str. strophe
tr. trochaic metron lklx

Note: A preceding numeral (as in 2 cr.) indicates the number of metra (=2 cretics)8

1 See West 1982, 195.
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