
Preface to the Handbooks of Applied Linguistics
Series

The present handbook constitutes Volume 20 of the De Gruyter Mouton Handbooks of
Applied Linguistics. This series is based on an understanding of Applied Linguistics as
an inter- and transdisciplinary field of academic enquiry. The Handbooks of Applied
Linguistics provide a state-of-the-art description of established and emerging areas of
Applied Linguistics. Each volume gives an overview of the field, identifies the most
important traditions and their findings, spots the gaps in current research, and gives
perspectives for future directions.

In the late 1990s when the handbook series was planned by its Founding Editors
Gerd Antos and Karlfried Knapp, intensive debates were going on as to whether Ap-
plied Linguistics should be restricted to applying methods and findings from linguis-
tics only or whether it should be regarded as a field of interdisciplinary synthesis
drawing on psychology, sociology, ethnology and similar disciplines that are also deal-
ing with aspects of language and communication. Should it be limited to foreign lan-
guage teaching or should it widen its scope to language-related issues in general?
Thus, what Applied Linguistics means and what an Applied Linguist does was highly
controversial at the time.

Against this backdrop, Gerd Antos and Karlfried Knapp felt that a series of hand-
books of Applied Linguistics could not simply be an accidental selection of descrip-
tions of research findings and practical activities that were or could be published in
books and articles labeled as “applied linguistic”. Rather, for them such a series had
to be based on an epistemological concept that frames the status and scope of the con-
cept of Applied Linguistics. Departing from contemporary Philosophy of Science,
which sees academic disciplines under the pressure to successfully solve practical ev-
eryday problems encountered by the societies which aliment them, the founding edi-
tors emphasized the view that was only emerging at that time – the programmatic
view that Applied Linguistics means the solving of real world problems with language
and communication. This concept has become mainstream since.

In line with the conviction that Applied Linguistics is for problem solving, we de-
veloped a series of handbooks to give representative descriptions of the ability of this
field of academic inquiry and to provide accounts, analyses, explanations and, where
possible, solutions of everyday problems with language and communication. Each vol-
ume of the Handbooks of Applied Linguistics series is unique in its explicit focus on
topics in language and communication as areas of everyday problems and in pointing
out the relevance of Applied Linguistics in dealing with them.

This series has been well received in the academic community and among practi-
tioners. In fact, its success has even triggered competitive handbook series by other
publishers. Moreover, we recognized further challenges with language and communi-
cation and distinguished colleagues keep on approaching us with proposals to edit
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further volumes in this handbook series. This motivates both De Gruyter Mouton and
the series editors to further develop the Handbooks of Applied Linguistics.
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