
Manuals of Romance Linguistics

The international handbook series Manuals of Romance Linguistics (MRL) offers an
extensive, systematic and state-of-the-art overview of linguistic research in the entire
field of present-day Romance Studies.

MRL aims to update and expand the contents of the two major reference works
available to date: Lexikon der Romanistischen Linguistik (LRL) (1988–2005, vol. 1–8)
and Romanische Sprachgeschichte (RSG) (2003–2008, vol. 1–3). It also seeks to integrate
new research trends as well as topics that have not yet been explored systematically.

Given that a complete revision of LRL and RSG would not be feasible, at least not
in a sensible timeframe, the MRL editors have opted for a modular approach that is
much more flexible:

The series will include approximately 60 volumes (each comprised of approx.
400–600 pages and 15–30 chapters). Each volume will focus on the most central as-
pects of its topic in a clear and structured manner. As a series, the volumes will cover
the entire field of present-day Romance Linguistics, but they can also be used individ-
ually. Given that the work on individual MRL volumes will be nowhere near as time-
consuming as that on a major reference work in the style of LRL, it will be much eas-
ier to take into account even the most recent trends and developments in linguistic
research.

MRL’s languages of publication are French, Spanish, Italian, English and, in ex-
ceptional cases, Portuguese. Each volume will consistently be written in only one of
these languages. In each case, the choice of language will depend on the specific topic.
English will be used for topics that are of more general relevance beyond the field of
Romance Studies (for example Manual of Language Acquisition or Manual of Romance
Languages in the Media).

The focus of each volume will be either (1) on one specific language or (2) on one
specific research field. Concerning volumes of the first type, each of the Romance lan-
guages – including Romance-based creoles – will be discussed in a separate volume. A
particularly strong focus will be placed on the smaller languages (linguae minores)
that other reference works have not treated extensively. MRL will comprise volumes
on Friulian, Corsican, Galician, among others, as well as a Manual of Judaeo-Romance
Linguistics and Philology. Volumes of the second type will be devoted to the systematic
presentation of all traditional and new fields of Romance Linguistics, with the re-
search methods of Romance Linguistics being discussed in a separate volume. Dy-
namic new research fields and trends will yet again be of particular interest, because
although they have become increasingly important in both research and teaching,
older reference works have not dealt with them at all or touched upon them only tan-
gentially. MRL will feature volumes dedicated to research fields such as Grammatical
Interfaces, Youth Language Research, Urban Varieties, Computational Linguistics,
Neurolinguistics, Sign Languages or Forensic Linguistics. Each volume will offer a
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structured and informative, easy-to-read overview of the history of research as well
as of recent research trends.

We are delighted that internationally renowned colleagues from a variety of Ro-
mance-speaking countries and beyond have agreed to collaborate on this series and
take on the editorship of individual MRL volumes. Thanks to the expertise of the vol-
ume editors responsible for the concept and structure of their volumes, as well as for
the selection of suitable authors, MRL will not only summarize the current state of
knowledge in Romance Linguistics, but will also present much new information and
recent research results.

As a whole, the MRL series will present a panorama of the discipline that is both
extensive and up-to-date, providing interesting and relevant information and useful
orientation for every reader, with detailed coverage of specific topics as well as gen-
eral overviews of present-day Romance Linguistics. We believe that the series will
offer a fresh, innovative approach, suited to adequately map the constant advance-
ment of our discipline.
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