Contents

List of Tables — XI
List of Figures — XIII
Foreword — XV

Introduction: A Free Wage Labor African Diaspora —1
Diaspora—10
Identifying the Kru —15
Significance of Hiring the Kru — 24
Tracing Surfboats — 29

Chapter 1: Surfboats — 34
European Contact — 34
Social Organization — 38
Transformations on the Coast — 43
Slave Trade — 48

Chapter 2: Freetown — A Catalyst for Diaspora — 72
Founding of Freetown — 72
Freetown and British Anti-Slavery Patrols — 79
Krutown — 93
Relationship with the Homeland — 99

Chapter 3: The Expansion of Kru Labor in the Royal Navy — 103
Atlantic Ocean Network — 104
Freetown — 104
Cape Coast— 105
Ascension Island — 107
Fernando Po — 109
Simon’s Town — 115
Indian Ocean Network — 121
Zanzibar— 126

Chapter 4: Kru Labor in Expeditions and Military Campaigns — 129
Expeditions — 130
Clapperton’s Second Expedition, 1825—-27 — 130
Lander Brothers’ Expedition, 1830 — 132
Laird Expedition, 1832-33 — 132



X =—— C(ontents

Niger Expedition, 1841-42 — 133

Baikie Expedition, 1854 — 136

Bonny and Calabar— 138

Zambezi Expedition, 1858 -1864 — 140
Military Campaigns and Naval Brigades — 143
First Opium War, 1839 -42 — 143

Occupation of Lagos, 1851-52 — 146

Asante Campaign, 1873 -74 — 150

Anglo-Zulu War, 1879 — 152

Sudan Campaign, 1884 -85 — 155

Chapter 5: Kru Labor in the British Caribbean — 158
Policy and Immigration — 159
Nature of Employment — 166
Settlement Patterns — 172

Chapter 6: Growth in Diaspora and Decline in the Homeland — 179
Colony of Liberia — 180
Transformations on the Kru Coast — 191
Borders — 201

Conclusion: Kru Free Wage Laborers in Global History — 209

Appendix A: Muster Lists, 1819 -20 — 219
HMS Whistle — 219
HMS Myrmidan — 220
HMS Myrmidan — 220
HMS Tartar — 221

Appendix B: Interviews — 222
|. Freetown, Sierra Leone — 222
Il. Monrovia, Liberia — 223
lll. Accra, Ghana — 223

Glossary of Kru Language Terms — 224

Bibliography — 226
Primary Sources — 226
Secondary Sources — 238

Index — 255



