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The research and writing of this book took place over a long, frequently inter-
rupted, period. My original idea was to write about King Solomon as a timeless
legend and myth in various cultures. Yet the more headway I made in the vast
amount of source materials, the less I could avoid acknowledging that this
was a Sisyphean task. The abundance of sources and the extensive research lit-
erature that has emerged over the last century or so regarding diverse aspects of
the figure of Solomon led me to relinquish my original plan and to limit its
scope. This book, then, is not intended to retell even a small portion of the leg-
endary traditions about Solomon.¹ Instead, it focuses on those places and in-
stances where his (imaginary) legendary biography intersects with those of
Jesus Christ and of Aristotle, the Greek philosopher. Solomon is the axis around
which this trio revolves and is the thread that binds it together. The book is based
on the premise that there exists a correspondence, both overt and implied, be-
tween these three biographies—a correspondence that has taken shape within
a vast, multifaceted field of texts for more than two thousand years.
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 See Faerber (1902); George Salzberger (1907, 1912); Seymour (1924); Legends of the Jews, by
Ginzberg (1909), which as of 2003 has come out in six editions; and Bialik and Ravnitzky
(1931-1934), which since its second edition has been the most popular and influential collection
of Talmudic legends (taken largely from the Babylonian Talmud) in modern Hebrew culture. I
should also mention here the most bizarre book on this subject, by the radical American author
Moncure D. Conway (1832–1907): Solomon and Solomonic Literature, 1899; see review by Tyler
(1990).
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and Jesus at the Strasbourg Cathedral. My gratitude is also due—not for the first
time—to Professor Günter Stemberger:

רחָבְנִףסֶכֶּמִיתִאָוּבתְוּזפָּמִוּץוּרחָמֵייִרְפִּבוֹט

(“My fruit is better than gold, even fine gold. And my yield than choice silver”, Proverbs
8:19)

Finally, but in truth first and foremost, this book could not have been written
without Zohar, who once again has accompanied me along the entire journey,
every up and down. Of such a partner Solomon must have thought when he
wrote:

הּרָכְמִםינִינִפְּמִקֹחרָוְ

(“she is more precious than jewels”, Proverbs 31:10).

Early versions of several chapters of this book have appeared in the Culture and
Literature supplement of the newspaper Ha’aretz; in the book Books and Libra-
ries published by the Zalman Shazar publishing house, Jerusalem; and in the
Festschrift in honor of Professor Peter Schäfer (thanks to Dr. Reimund Leicht,
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The book is dedicated to the memory of Tamar Dror.
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Fig. 1 South portal of Notre-Dame de Strasbourg, Christ and King Solomon by Jean Vallastre,
photo by Jean-Marc Pascolo, © Wikimedia Commons.




